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The Failure of
Interurban Rail

Janesville and Freeport to Chicago
By David Larson

For the past few weeks, the Journal has been
looking at Belvidere’s history to shed some light
on why public transportation has failed over and
over again in Belvidere. We’ve looked at the
history as well as the present proposal for a train
from Rockford to Chicago.

Once again, the idea for a passenger train from
Rockford to Elgin and Chicago’s Union Station
has surfaced. What effect would such a train
really have? Some theorize that such a train would
mean prosperity for Belvidere’s Central Business
District. Others simply like the idea of riding on a
train. In the words of Yogi Berra, “You’ve got to
be careful if you don’t know where you are going,
because you might not get there.”

Would the benefits to the community of such
a train justify the expense by the state (and
ultimately this community and its taxpayers)? At
a minimum, the benefit should at least be equal
to the expense. This is always the decision we
expect government to make when spending our
money.

In the past, the usefulness of rail changed once
the automobile came into wider use. Will the
dominance of the automobile, as it is today, allow
the equation to balance? Have things changed?
In the near future will electric self-driving buses,
cars, and trucks, a potential reality by the time the
Rockford to Elgin train is operating with estimates
now at 2029, make the feasibility of this project
and its cost meet the same fate as the historical
pattern suggests? In the words of Yogi Berra, “
We have made too many wrong mistakes.”

In the April 11, 2024 issue, we looked at train
service from its arrival in the early 1850s until
it was discontinued in 1950. It was clear that
rail was an engine of prosperity until the 1920s,
fashioning Belvidere into what the city is today. In
the 1920s and beyond, the automobile bloomed
in American life. Demand for passenger rail dried
up. On April 18, we saw that just after World
War 11, Belvidere’s wish for local bus service
was fulfilled. The Belvidere Bus Company was
created. But once it was in place and perfected,
it was underutilized and discontinued more
quickly than it began. Like passenger trains, the
Belvidere Bus Company could not compete with
the usefulness of the automobile.

The photographs this week show what
appeared to be the future in 1905. The Rockford-
based A&l interurban and the Marengo-based
E&B interurban were part of an extensive rail
complex throughout the Midwest.

The automobile was a novelty in 1905 much
like the idea of self-driving vehicles today. Think
of'the cellphone. Self-driving vehicles are coming.

Theinterurbanroute fromRockfordtoBelvidere
began in 1905. The Rockford Interurban (A&l)
was shaped like a backward “L” going north to

Continued on page 2
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E&B interurban turning on to South State Street from the depot on West Pleasant heading to Elgin.
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Belvidere street car on Logan Avenue in front of the Julian Hotel
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Janesville, west to Freeport, and a short tail going
to Belvidere. Its Belvidere depot and roundabout
were in the 100 block of West Pleasant Street. It
would turn west onto Pleasant Street and directly
left into the depot where it spun around and headed
back to Rockford and later Elgin, when in 1906, the
Belvidere to Elgin (E&B) line was created.

The A&I was soon acquired by the newly
constructed Elgin & Belvidere (E&B) line. The
E&B, due to conflicts over right-a-way with the
Belvidere Street Car Company bought the streetcar
business in 1907, operating both an interurban line
and a local streetcar in Belvidere. E&B local street
car service ran from Warren Avenue via Logan and
State Streets to Madison Street.

E&B service to Elgin began in October,
1907. The station shown in the photograph has
been removed and the site is now an entrance to
a city parking lot. The depot was also the office
of the United States Express Office. The United
States Express Company, which operated from
1854 to 1914, was a privately-owned company
that forwarded parcels and freight. The company
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served the Northern States from New England
west to Colorado.

Upon the opening of the E&B, a group of
journalists, lawyers, andrailroad officials from three
different lines boarded the private car “Louisiana,”
a plush car said to rival the finest Pullman car, and
made a five-hour, 90-mile journey from Joliet to
Rockford. Upon arriving in Rockford, all joined in
a luncheon at the Nelson House before continuing
to Harlem Park in Rockford. The purpose of the
trip was to evaluate and promote the possibility
of a direct line from Joliet to Rockford. While the
subject would come up again and again over time,
the line was never developed.

In Elgin, the service connected to the CA&E
(Chicago, Aurora, & Elgin line). The trip to
Chicago, beginning on the A&I, arrived in
Belvidere from Rockford at 8:15am, left Belvidere
on the E&B, and arrived in Elgin at 9:25am.
Across the platform, the CA&E would leave Elgin
for Chicago at 9:30, arriving at 11am in Chicago.
The return trip left Chicago at 4:45pm, arrived at
Elgin at 6:30pm to catch the E&B, which arrived
in Belvidere at 8:00pm.

The E&B was often referred to as “The Dairy
Route,” because Elgin was known as the butter-
making capital of the United States and area
farming fed the Elgin creameries. Hauling milk
from Southern Wisconsin and points along the
way served as bread and butter for the E&B.

The E&B’s single biggest source of revenue
was business from the National Sewing Machine
Company, when employee shift changes filled two
streetcars, one heading north and the other south.

During prohibition, the E&B got a boost
from the liquor traffic originating in Union,
[llinois. Union was one of those remote-enough
communities to operate without much scrutiny
from law enforcement. And those that did pay
attention could be persuaded to look the other
way. On weekends, the Rockford and Belvidere
crowd who wanted to “tie-one-on” could ride the
E&B to Union. With enough time to loosen up,
the revelers could catch the return trip. A tavern
in Union could bring in as much as $3,000 on a
good day. At that time, the conductor on the B&E
earned 18 cents an hour. The ride home must have
been interesting.
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Those interested in religion traveled to Camp
Epworth, located between Belvidere and Garden
Prairie. On occasion, as many as 1,500 traveled
the interurban system to hear the word in camp.
The camp had its own station platform for those
making the pilgrimage.

In less than 25 years, with only two profitable
years, the E&B collapsed under its own financial
weight. When it began, roads were not well-
developed, and bus technology was nonexistent
when it began. It began as the right technology for
the time. The interurban was electric, and it was
less expensive to ride than a steam train that was
still in operation in Belvidere. When the Royal
Rapid Corp. began the operation of a bus line on
the newly created US 20 Grant Highway in 1928,
it became clear the end had come for the E&B.
The company began a salvage business model to
dispose of any assets that remained in the obsolete
system. In the end, the rail cars were cut up for
scrap metal.

Automobiles and buses did not need rails and
had a much lower day-to-day operating cost. In the
end, the emergence of a bus company took what
remained of E&B’s market.

Buses, have evolved over the last 100 years
and now feature WiFi and onboard restrooms.
With ultra-comfortable seating and use of a flex
lane closer to Chicago on I-90 to avoid any traffic
congestion, the bus trip is quicker and more
frequent than the railroad option being proposed.
With that in mind, should rail be the only mass
transit option?

More importantly, can mass transit overcome
the competitive advantages of the automobile?
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Foster Statement on
Passage of Foreign Aid
Supplemental

Congressman Bill Foster (D-IL) issued the
following statement after the U.S. House of
Representatives passed a $95.3 billion foreign
aid package that includes assistance for Ukraine,
Israel and Gaza, and Taiwan:

“Today, I was proud to vote to send desperately
needed weapons and ammunition to our brave
allies in Ukraine as they continue to defend their
freedom from Putin’s unjust invasion. Importantly,
this bill will allow us to immediately transfer
crucial weapons and ammunition to Ukraine and
replenish our own stockpiles later. This legislation
also allows the U.S. to begin using seized Russian
assets to help fund humanitarian and economic
assistance which will be critical as Ukraine
rebuilds after the war.

“While I'm relieved Congress has finally
broken through Republican dysfunction to
deliver this critical assistance, it is shameful
that it took this long to stand up for democracy
— especially when we know China is sending
masses of warfighting material and equipment to
Putin.

“It’s also crucial that we will be providing
resources — especially defensive weapons — to
Israel as it defends itself from Hamas and other
Iranian-backed terrorist groups, as well as billions
of dollars in humanitarian assistance for Gaza so
that we can provide overdue life-saving assistance
to innocent civilians endangered by this war and
by other conflicts around the world.

“The world needs an America that doesn’t hide
from its responsibility to stand up for human and
democratic values, and I’'m glad this package
delivers on that promise.”



Prairie Band
Potawatomi Becomes
1st Federally Recognized
Tribe in Illinois
Feds put 130 acres into land trust after
Kansas-based tribe repurchased it

By Hannah Meisel Capitol News Illinois

Nearly 200 years after Native Americans were
forced out of Illinois, the Prairie Band Potawatomi
Nation has become the first federally recognized
tribal nation in the state after a decision from the
U.S. Department of the Interior last week.

The move represents the first victory in the
tribe’s larger effort to regain the approximately
1,280 acres of its ancestral land in Illinois via
legislation in both the General Assembly and
Congress.

But the tribe first had to spend $10 million over
the last 20 years to repurchase the first 130 acres
of the Shab-eh-nay Reservation, located in what is
now DeKalb County, that the federal government
illegally sold out from under Chief Shab-eh-nay
around 1850.

Nearly two centuries later, Prairie Band
Chairman Joseph “Zeke” Rupnick — a fourth-
great grandson of Chief Shab-eh-nay — signed
paperwork on Friday that allows the Department
of the Interior to place those 130 acres into a trust,
which gives the tribe sovereignty over the land.

Rupnick said he’d heard the story of his
ancestral land in Illinois “ever since I was a child”

Continued on page 4
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Pritzker’s Health
Insurance Reforms
Clear House

Measure heads to Senate after
bipartisan vote

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois

Gov. JB Pritzker celebrated a partial legislative
victory Thursday night when the House passed his
initiative to end some practices health insurance
companies use to control the amount and cost of
health care services individual patients receive.

The “Healthcare Protection Act,” House Bill
5395, cleared the House on a bipartisan vote of
81-25. It next moves to the Senate where Pritzker
predicted it will pass easily.

“This bill will save lives and lower health care
costs for millions of Illinoisans,” he said at a news
conference Thursday night celebrating the House
vote. “Together, we will get this bill through the
Senate and land it on my desk where I’ll proudly
sign it, because the people of Illinois deserve
reliable and safe access to the quality care that
they deserve.”

Pritzker first outlined the initiative during his
State of the State address in February. It targets
many of the “utilization management” practices
insurance companies use to hold down costs by
either denying claims or steering patients toward
lower-cost options.

For example, the bill would require health
insurers to use “generally accepted standards of
care” when deciding whether to cover treatments

Continued on page 4

Pritzker Says State
‘Obviously’ Needs To
Change 2010 Law

Governor adds voice to growing
consensus that ‘Tier 2’ pensions may
violate federal law

By Hannah Meisel Capitol News Illinois

With a month-and-a-half left in the General
Assembly’s spring session, Gov. JB Pritzker’s
administration is readying its proposal to address
Ilinois’ chronically underfunded pension system.

But the governor this week also acknowledged
in the strongest terms yet that any plans to finally get
the state on track toward fully funding retirement
plans for public school teachers, university
employees and state workers could be derailed by
a looming legal fight over a 14-year-old law.

Pritzker’s comments came as Illinois’ two
influential statewide teachers unions were wrapping
up a “week of action,” encouraging their members
to call and email lawmakers and urge them to
essentially “undo” a 2010 law that created a new
less generous pension system for those who began
their jobs after Jan. 1, 2011.

The General Assembly and then-Democratic
Gov. Pat Quinn quickly approved that law in the
wake of the Great Recession, which forced state
leaders to grapple with decades of underfunding in
Illinois’ pension systems.

But in the years since, economists and labor
leaders have repeatedly warned that the retirement
benefits in the Tier 2 system are so low, they might
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State Senate Advances
Bill to Ban Food
Additives Linked to
Health Problems

Ban would take effect for manufacturers
in 2027, retailers in 2028

By Cole Longcor
The Illinois Senate passed a bill Thursday that
would ban four food additives that are found in

common products including candy, soda and
baked goods.

Senate Bill 2637,

Capitol News Illinois

b

State Continues to
Inventory Lead Pipes

Full replacement deadlines are decades
away. Water suppliers must submit
inventories to IEPA by April 15

By Cole Longcor Capitol News Illinois

Lead pipes in public water systems and
drinking fixtures have been banned in new
construction since 1986, when Congress
amended the Safe Drinking Water Act, but they
are still in use across the U.S. and in Illinois.

The presence of lead pipes has persisted due

known as the Illinois

Food Safety Act,
passed on a 37-15
bipartisan vote and

will head to the House
for consideration. The
banned chemicals
would include
brominated vegetable
oil, red dye No. 3,
propylparaben and
potassium bromate.
Those additives are
used in a wide variety
of food products.
Brominated vegetable
oil is a stabilizer used to
keep citrus flavoring in
sodas from separating
from the solution and
floating to the top.
Propylparaben and
potassium bromate are

Practice Areas:
o Wills and Trusts
e Tax Strategy

® Real Estate
e Wealth Planning

Experience:

Continued on page 7

Charles Herbst

® |RS Representation

¢ L Cs and Corporate

e [nternational Tax Associates, Director of Federal Tax Research

e Ernst and Young LLP, Manager; Writer, Washington National Tax Writing Center

e Private Practice in the local area for over 13 years

e Former chairman of the written publications committee of the Indiana State Bar Association.

Over 25 years of experience
With a comprehensive approach to tax management.

Licensed to practice before the Internal Revenue Service nationally and in state courts in Illinois.
345 Bienterra Trail, Suite 3, Rockford, IL 61107
815 484 9482

Attorney At Law

Education:
e [ I .M. (Masters in Tax Law)
New York University

il

® B.S. Business, ].D. Law (cum laude)
Indiana University

he

in part to a lack of a centralized federal or state
removal strategy, as well as inadequate funding
and insufficient inventories of where lead pipes
are located.

In Illinois — which has the most lead pipes
per capita of any state, according to a 2023
study by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency — water suppliers are in the process of
inventorying their lead pipes to get a clearer
picture of timelines for removal over the next
several decades.

The health impacts of lead exposure are
widely known. According to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, there is no
safe level of lead exposure for children. While
not technically enforceable, the U.S. EPA’s goal
for maximum contaminant level of lead is zero.

Still, replacement efforts are slow, with
environmental advocates, lawmakers and
others citing lack of funding as a key barrier to
progress.

“One of the most urgent issues that we all
could be facing in Illinois right now is removing
lead from our lead pipes throughout the state,
both residential, commercial and public
pipeways,” Sen. Mike Simmons, D-Chicago,
said at a news conference last month. “I think
it’s been pretty well documented that there’s a
significant cost that will come with really doing
justice to the task.”

This fiscal year, Illinois received over
$100 million in funding through the federal
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law for lead service

Continued on page 7
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Reservation

from his grandparents, and said his mother started
the push to reclaim the Prairie Band’s land three
decades ago when she was the tribe’s chairperson.

“For me to actually get it accomplished and
signed, honestly, words couldn’t describe the
feeling that I had that, you know, when I actually
completed that task,” he told Capitol News Illinois
on Monday, adding that the credit should be shared
with his entire counsel and tribal membership
more broadly. “And now the real work begins.”

Read more: Native tribe seeks return of
ancestral land in Dekalb County

Prairie Band leaders initiated the process with
the federal government 30 years ago, Rupnick said,
even before the tribe made the three purchases of
private land that make up the 130 acres signed
over on Friday. In 2004, the tribe purchased a
house located on the historic reservation, then
in 2006 it bought a 128-acre farm. More than
13 years passed until the tribe could buy another
house in the area.

After a 2020 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that
found Native American tribes still have a claim
to their reservations unless Congress took specific
actions to disestablish a reservation, the Prairie
Band re-filed its land trust application with the
Department of the Interior last year.

A bill pending in the Illinois House would
also give the Prairie Band tribe the title to the
approximately 1,500 acres that make up Shabbona
Lake State Park, located a little less than 20 miles
southwest of DeKalb. Shabbona Lake State Park
is named for Chief Shab-eh-nay and covers much
of the Prairie Band’s original reservation.

But other parts of the Prairie Band’s ancestral
lands are now occupied by private homes, the
titles to which are “clouded” due to old treaty
disputes, Rupnick said.

“Right now, if you did a title search, and you
had a house that was within the boundaries of that
reservation, that title search would come back
and say that sale is subject to the concurrence of
Shab-eh-nay and/or his descendants,” Rupnick
told Capitol News Illinois earlier this year.

To clear up those claims, the Prairie Band
tribe has proposed federal legislation that would
allow the current occupants of those homes to
keep those properties, and even to pass them on to
their descendants. But if those homeowners ever
choose to sell, the federal legislation would give
the tribe a right of first refusal to purchase.

In a podcast interview with Capitol News
Illinois released in March, Rupnick told the story
of how the Prairie Band lost its land over time —
and how the federal government betrayed Chief
Shab-eh-nay in a land grab.

Capitol Cast: Prairie Band Potawatomi seek to
reclaim land

In 1833, the Potawatomi signed the Treaty of
Chicago, ceding nearly all its Illinois land along
the western shore of Lake Michigan except the
two square miles in DeKalb County preserved for
the tribe in an earlier treaty.

Though the Potawatomi had bought a 30-by-
30-mile reservation in what’s now Kansas with
money they received for ceding their Illinois

from page 3

land, Chief Shab-eh-nay and about 20 to 30 other
members of his extended family stayed behind in
[linois.

But when the chief took a trip to the Prairie
Band’s new home in Kansas to see how the tribe
was settling in, the General Land Office of the
U.S. government pounced.

“Once he got back here (to Illinois), that’s
when he discovered that people were living in his
house,” Rupnick said. “They actually picked up
his house and moved it to another location, and
people were living in it.”

Rupnick said Chief Shab-eh-nay tried to fight
the land grab in the court systems, but the courts
ruled he had abandoned his land, giving the
General Land Office authority to sell it.

“And they allowed the settlers and whoever
else to live there,” Rupnick said.

Rupnick told Capitol News Illinois on Monday
that the Prairie Band would pursue agreements
with existing fire protection districts and police
departments to continue delivering services to the
130 acres that are now controlled by the Prairie
Band.

If the land transfer of Shabbona Lake State Park
is approved by the General Assembly, Rupnick
said the general public wouldn’t notice much
difference, as the tribe would pursue agreements
with the state’s Department of Natural Resources
for management responsibilities of the park.

But the Prairie Band would have to file another
application with the Department of the Interior to
get any additional acreage added to the land trust
so the tribe would have sovereignty over it.

“Kind of ironic, isn’t it?”” Rupnick said. “The
land that was carved out by treaty, that was owned
by the federal government for Shab-eh-nay and his
descendants, was sold by the federal government,
then the nation had to go back, repurchase that
land and now we signed over title to the federal
government again.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state government. It is
distributed to hundreds of newspapers, radio
and TV stations statewide. It is funded primarily
by the Illinois Press Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation, along with major
contributions from the Illinois Broadcasters
Foundation and Southern Illinois Editorial

Association.

Insurance

recommended by a doctor.

It also bans a practice known as step therapy
that is used in some prescription drug plans.
That, practice, sometimes referred to as “fail
first” therapy, requires patients to demonstrate
that a lower-cost drug that is part of an insurance
company’s preferred drug list is ineffective before
the company will approve paying for a different
drug prescribed by the patient’s doctor.

It also prohibits insurance companies from
requiring prior authorization before covering
the cost of in-patient psychiatric treatment.
In circumstances where prior authorization
is necessary, companies would be required to

from page 3

publicly post it on their websites.

In addition to those restrictions, the bill would
require insurance companies to conduct internal
audits of their own provider networks every 90
days. Those audits would ensure that the providers
listed still participate in the network and that the
network has enough providers in various practice
areas to meet the needs of patients.

The bill also calls for banning the sale in I1linois
of short-term, limited duration insurance policies
that do not meet the minimum standards of the
federal Affordable Care Act.

And it would give the Illinois Department of
Insurance authority to review and either approve
or disapprove rate hikes in large-group insurance
plans, similar to the rate review authority the
agency was given last year over small-group
plans.

“For far too long, insurance companies, and
not doctors, have been free to determine what
treatment options patients should have and how
quickly they can receive it,” Pritzker said. “With
this bill, we’re putting power back in the hands of
doctors and patients.”

The bill would apply to traditional types of
employer-based health plans, known as “fully
insured” plans, in which the employer contracts
with a third-party insurance company to provide
coverage. It would also apply to insurance
provided under the state’s Medicaid program as
well as plans that cover state and local government
employees and local school districts.

The rules would not, however, apply to self-
insured plans typically offered by large businesses
and labor unions because those are regulated
under the federal Employee Retirement Income
and Security Act of 1974, or ERISA.

“We are not allowed to regulate ERISA
plans, the self-funded plans that are regulated
by the federal government,” Rep. Anna Moeller,
D-FElgin, the bill’s lead House sponsor, said during
floor debate.

The bill also would not apply to the state-
funded health care programs for noncitizens —
Health Benefits for Immigrant Adults and Health
Benefits for Immigrant Seniors — which provide
benefits similar to those under Medicaid but which
are not strictly part of the Medicaid program.

Emily Miller, a senior advisor in Pritzker’s
office, said during a committee hearing earlier
Thursday that details of the bill were the subject
of intense negotiations leading up to the vote in
the House. She conceded, though, that passage of
the bill would cost the state roughly $40 million
to $50 million in the form of higher Medicaid and
state employee health plan costs, money that was
not included in Pritzker’s budget proposal.

Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer, R-Jacksonville, noted
that those costs will be in addition to the substantial
cost increases the state is already facing in its state
employee health plan.

He pointed to a recent report presented to
the Commission on Government Forecasting
and Accountability — an oversight panel that he
cochairs — projecting a 16.5 percent increase in
state employee health care costs next year, or

Continued on Page 5
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roughly $533 million in additional liabilities to
the plan.

“Ultimately, I think this is going to be a large
increase to the state of Illinois,” he said of the
insurance reform bill. “I think it’s going to be
increased costs to taxpayers because the majority
of our of our taxpayers will not be covered by
this.”

Thursday’s vote came as the House worked
to meet a Friday deadline for most of its bills to
be sent to the Senate. The Senate’s deadline for
passing its bills to the House was a week earlier,
April 12.

Both chambers are scheduled to be in recess
next week, April 22-26, and return Tuesday, April
30, for the final stretch of the spring session.

Pritzker said during his news conference
Thursday that he will spend next week traveling
the state to promote the health insurance reform
plan.

“I’ll be talking with doctors and patients and
consumers with one message,” he said. “This bill
will save lives and lower health care costs for
millions of Illinoisans.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state government. It is
distributed to hundreds of newspapers, radio
and TV stations statewide. It is funded primarily
by the Illinois Press Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation, along with major
contributions from the Illinois Broadcasters
Foundation and Southern Illinois Editorial
Association.

oo

Pension from page 3

violate federal “Safe Harbor” laws. Those laws
dictate Social Security replacement plans, like
pensions, can’t offer benefits that don’t at least
match Social Security.

Lawmakers — the majority of whom were not
in the legislature when Tier 2 was passed — have
picked up on those warning signs, and in the last
few years have been studying the issue in occasional
committee hearings. In February, Pritzker signaled
his willingness to get ahead of the looming legal
issue, and on Thursday he took a big step forward
in his position.

“We need, obviously, to make some changes to
Tier 2 to make sure that we’re meeting the Social
Security Safe Harbor,” the governor said at an
unrelated news conference late Thursday night in
his Capitol office. “We don’t yet really know what
that’s going to cost.”

Earlier in the day, Pritzker’s top budget advisor,
Governor’s Office of Management and Budget
Director Alexis Sturm, told a House committee
that the governor was “open to that conversation”
about increasing the cap on Tier 2 pension earnings
to match Social Security.

Ahead of Pritzker’s annual budget address in
February, Sturm and other top staffers laid out a
larger plan to address Illinois’ underfunded pension
systems, which included a nod to the Social
Security issue.

At the time, the plan merely encouraged the
boards of the state’s retirement systems for teachers,
university employees and state employees, along
with the legislature, to “review and adjust, if
necessary, the structure of the Tier 2 pensionable
earnings cap.”

But in acknowledging the Tier 2 issue on
Thursday, the governor also signaled to New
York-based credit ratings agencies that he was still
committed to fiscal moves that would earn the state
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further credit upgrades. Pritzker said state leaders
“just need to be exceedingly careful” about pension
“sweeteners” — including any fix made to Tier 2
pensions.

“So that, in a way, is a sweetener in the sense that
it’s going to cost taxpayers something,” Pritzker
said. “But we have to do it because the alternative
would cost the taxpayers much more.”

There is no official price tag on tweaking the
law to comply with Social Security rules, but
one analysis run for the state’s Commission on
Government Forecasting and Accountability last
year estimated it could cost the state $5.6 billion
through 2045, or about $255 million annually.

Path to 2048

Sturm’s appearance in a House committee
Thursday was intended to sell lawmakers on the
governor’s plan to fully fund Illinois’ pensions by
2048. Pritzker’s team had laid out the proposal
ahead of his budget address in February, and one
credit rating agency immediately signaled its
approval.

The plan would alter a 1995 law signed by then-
Republican Gov. Jim Edgar that put the state on a
50-year ramp to get Illinois’ pension systems to a
90 percent funded level by 2045.

Pritzker wants to extend that deadline three
more years, but up the funding goal to 100 percent.
He’s also pushing to keep spending half of the
amount of money Illinois is currently spending on
debt repayment for old bonds taken out in 2003 and
2017 when they’re retired in the early 2030s and
put that money toward the pension systems.

The 2003 bonds were taken out to pay
for pensions during Democratic Gov. Rod
Blagojevich’s administration, and the 2017 bonds
were sold in the aftermath of the state’s two-year
budget impasse under Republican Gov. Bruce
Rauner to help pay down Illinois’ record near-$17
billion backlog of unpaid bills accumulated during
the political struggle.

Sturm called the plan a “balanced” way to
address Illinois’ longstanding practice of not paying
enough into its pension systems, creating an ever-
growing sum of unfunded liabilities.

“It was there in the ‘90s, it was there in the ‘70s
and the ‘40s,” Sturm said of the pension debt.

She also clarified that Pritzker is “not interested”
in issuing any bonds to put an infusion of cash into
the state’s pension systems, a move made under
Quinn in 2010 and 2011 several years after the state
borrowed $10 billion in the 2003 bond sale under
Blagojevich.

Thursday’s discussion on the pension plan was
subject matter only, meaning it did not receive a
vote from the committee. It’s unclear if the measure
will pass before lawmakers adjourn their spring
session in May.

Just as in the past, public employee unions will
likely have tremendous influence over whether the
legislature approves the governor’s pension plan.

Pat Devaney, the secretary-treasurer of the
Illinois AFL-CIO organized labor umbrella
organization, told the panel Thursday that the We
Are One Illinois coalition — a group of unions that
formed after the Tier 2 pension system law passed
— was not yet taking a stance on Pritzker’s plan.

“It is difficult to provide comprehensive
comments on the governor’s proposal without
having specific legislative language and funding
projections to review,” he said. “That said, the
problematic nature of the current funding ramp is
well-documented.”

Thecoalition, Devaney said, “generally” supports
making larger-than-necessary contributions to the
state’s retirement systems.

“The state has always set forward with a plan to

underfund the pension systems,” he said. “We’re
encouraged that the governor has a plan to actually
fund itto 100 percent and come out with a deliberate,
responsible way to provide that funding.”

Tier 2 history

But Devaney had a much more strident position
to share with House members about Tier 2 pensions.

“We can do that,” he said of Pritzker’s plan to
shore up Illinois’ pension systems. “But we can also
address the illegal, immoral, and, frankly, things
that are hurting the operations of government at
every level with the Tier 2 benefit level.”

After a long pause, state Rep. Steve Reick,
R-Woodstock, signaled his agreement — with a big
caveat.

“Yeah, but how?” Reick said. “That’s the thing
that we need to get people together in a room and
talk about because this isn’t gonna get any better
for the next 20 years. I’'m not going to be here 20
years from now but...I’d like to leave knowing that
we started something that would get us to where we
want to be.”

Reick said his email inbox has been inundated
with messages about the Tier 2 pension system.
The Illinois Federation of Teachers and Illinois
Education Association — the state’s two largest
teachers unions — have encouraged their members
to flood their local lawmakers with requests to
address the Tier 2 pension system.

As of Thursday evening, union members had sent
more than 55,000 letters this week to lawmakers
urging them to “fix” Tier 2 pensions, according to
the Illinois AFL-CIO.

“I mean, I get a lot of emails from people who
demand that we do away with Tier 2 altogether and
go back to Tier 1,” Reick said later on during the
hearing. “Um, that’s not going to work.”

As lllinois began its slow recovery from the
Great Recession, lawmakers were facing a sudden
jump in unfunded pension liabilities, due in part to
poor investment returns as the stock market hobbled
its way to recovery. But the General Assembly also
felt the squeeze from decades of decisions from
their predecessors shorting the state’s pension
systems.

Beginning in 2009, credit rating agencies
began a series of downgrades to Illinois’ ratings of
creditworthiness, making it more expensive for the
state to borrow money via bond sales. In explaining
their reasoning at the time, the influential agencies
repeatedly noted the state’s pension systems were
underfunded.

The financial downturn came not long after
the state skipped out on paying half of its pension
obligation for two years under Blagojevich, which
came on the heels of more than 11,000 state workers
taking early retirement under Republican Gov.
George Ryan. Both moves increased the liability to
the state’s pension systems by billions of dollars.

So in 2010, the Democratic-controlled General
Assembly created the new Tier 2 system, which
nixed the Tier 1 practice of 3 percent compounded
annual cost of living adjustments for retirees, raised
the age for retirees to get full benefits from 62 to 67
and changed eligibility for full benefits from five
years of service to 10 years.

Tier 2 also caps the maximum salary a pension
can be based on and changes the calculation of
the base salary to discourage a practice known
as pension ‘“spiking,” wherein those close to
retirement age would seek raises to substantially
increase their pension under the Tier 1 system.

Because it takes a decade to “vest” in the Tier
2 pension system, those who made late-career
switches to government employment have begun
to be eligible for retirement only in the last few
years.



6 April 25,2024  The Boone County Journal

1

. LEGAL NOTICES |

K o

PUBLIC HEARINGS NOTICE:
Belvidere CUSD 100

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS CONCERNING THE INTENT
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF BELVIDERE CUSD 100,
TO DISCUSS THE DECISION TO POSSIBLY CLOSE A SCHOOL
BUILDING.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the community of
Belvidere CUSD 100. The Board of Education will hold a public hearing
on the 15th day of April 2024, at 5:30 p.m. The hearing will be held at
The D100 District Office 1201 5th Avenue, Belvidere, IL. The purpose
of the hearing will be to receive input from the community, to discuss
the potential reconfiguration of our school buildings, and to discuss the
decision to possibly close Perry Elementary School, 633 W. Perry Street,
Belvidere, IL. By order of the President of the Board of Education of
Belvidere CUSD 100.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the community of
Belvidere CUSD 100. The Board of Education will hold a public hearing
on the 4th day of May 2024, at 10:00 a.m. The hearing will be held at
the D100 District Office 1201 Sth Avenue, Belvidere, IL. The purpose
of the hearing will be to receive input from the community, to discuss
the potential reconfiguration of our school buildings, and to discuss the
decision to possibly close Perry Elementary School, 633 W. Perry Street,
Belvidere, IL. By order of the President of the Board of Education of
Belvidere CUSD 100.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the community of
Belvidere CUSD 100. The Board of Education will hold a public hearing
on the 6th day of May 2024, at.5:30 p.m. The hearing will be held at
Perry School 633 W. Perry Street, Belvidere, IL.. The purpose of the
hearing will be to receive input from the community, to discuss the
potential reconfiguration of our school buildings, and to discuss the
decision to possibly close Perry Elementary School, 633 W. Perry Street,
Belvidere, IL. By order of the President of the Board of Education of
Belvidere CUSD 100.

NOTE: You must be present in order to participate. The hearings
held at the District Office will be live-streamed; the hearing held at Perry
Elementary will not be live-streamed. Spanish language translation
services will be available at all hearings. Should you need other
translation services, please reach out to the District Office at 815-544-
0301.Published in The Boone County Journa April 11, 18, 25, 2024

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR LEGACY MORTGAGE ASSET TRUST 2021-GS1 Plaintiff,
V.- 2023 FC 64
SHIRLEY A. JACOBSON, Defendant
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on February 21, 2024, an
agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on May 21, 2024,
at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue entrance),
Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:

Lot Forty-Eight (48) as designated upon Plat No. 4 of Washington
Heights Subdivision, being a part of the East Half (1/2) of the West Half
(1/2) of the Southeast Quarter (1/4) of Section 35, Township 44 North,
Range 3 East of the Third P.M., as platted and recorded in the Recorder’s
Office of Boone County, Illinois, on October 22, 1974 as Document No.
74-2373 in Plat File Index Envelope #2, situated in Boone County, State
of Illinois.

Commonly known as 621 RUTH CIRCLE, BELVIDERE, IL 61008

Property Index No. 05-35-454-018

The real estate is improved with a single family residence.

The judgment amount was $75,391.88.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of
the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due
within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation
conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL,
60601 (312) 651-6700. Please refer to file number 23-007321.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a
7 day status report of pending sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 23-007321

Case Number: 2023 FC 64

TISC#: 44-517

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are
advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case #2023 FC 64

6088-941339
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STATE OF ILLINOIS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
BOONE COUNTY

DATE FOR REQUEST OF NAME CHANGE (ADULT):
MARIA MERRITT STEIN
Case No. 2024-MR-6

There will be a court date on my Request to change my name from:
TERESA MARIA MERRITT STEIN to the new name of TERESA STEIN.
The court date will be held on 05/21/2024 at 10:00 a.m. at the Boone
County Courthouse, 601 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL 61008 in Courtroom #3

Published in the Boone County Journal — 04/18, 04/25, 05/02 (B)

TERESA

IN THE COURT OF Boone COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT — CHANCERY DIVISION

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, Plaintiff,
V.- 23 FC 82
NANCY A LOVE; NANCY A. LOVE, AS TRUSTEE UTA DATED
08/21/2008 KNOWN AS THE NANCY A. LOVE DECLARATION OF
TRUST; UNKNOWN BENEFICIARIES OF THE NANCY A. LOVE,
AS TRUSTEE UTA DATED 08/21/2008 KNOWN AS THE NANCY
A. LOVE DECLARATION OF TRUST; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants.
6370 Broadview Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of
foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on 2/21/2024, an agent of
Auction.com LLC will at 12:00 PM on 6/6/2024 located at 601 N Main
Street, Belvidere, IL 61008, sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as set
forth below, the following described real estate.

LOT EIGHT (8) OF AL-GER SUBDIVISION, BEING A
SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 31, TOWNSHIP 44 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST OF THE
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 6370 Broadview Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008

Property Index No. 06-31-351-011

The real estate is improved with a Single Family Residence.

The judgment amount was $82,260.36

Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close
of the sale payable to Auction.com LLC, No third party checks will be
accepted. All registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in order to
bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-
four (24) hours. (relief fee not required) The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to plaintiff and in
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property, prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by the Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9
(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by the
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLC (312) 346-9088 please refer to file number 22-10118IL.

Auction.com LLC

100 N LaSalle Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60606 — 872-225-4985

You can also visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 22-10118IL

Case Number: 23 FC 82

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION
PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF’S
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BEADEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

6088-940214
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE - IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: RICHARD L. WILLIAMS,
Decedent 2024-PR-9
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION-WILL AND CLAIMS

NOTICE is given of the death of Richard L. Williams on August 13, 2022.
Letters of Office were issued on February 23, 2024, to Anne M. Williams, who
is the legal representative of the estate. The attorney for the estate is Attorney
Charles G. Popp, P.C., 215 South State Street, Belvidere, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may be filed on or before November 1, 2024, that
date being at least six (6) months from the date of first publication, or within
three (3) months from the date of mailing or delivery of Notice to creditors, if
mailing or delivery is required by 755 ILCS 5/18-3, whichever date is later. Any
claim not filed by the requisite date stated above shall be barred.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Boone County
Circuit Clerk--Probate Division at the Boone County Courthouse, 601 North
Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, or with the estate legal representative,
or both.

Copies of claims filed with the Circuit Clerk’s Office--Probate Division,
must be mailed or delivered to the estate legal representative and to his/her
attorney within ten days after it has been filed.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

BELVIDERE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given that the City of Belvidere Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 14,
2024 at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chamber, Belvidere City Hall, 401
Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois 61008 upon the following:

Application of Mike Strang, 13404 Kerr Street, Plainfield, IL 60585
on behalf of the property owner, Strovo Properties, LLC, 14855 Van
Dyke Road, Plainfield, IL 60544 for a variance at 810 West Locust Street
within the GI, General Industrial District (Belvidere Zoning Ordinance
Section 150.105(C)(8)(G)(2)(C) Minimum Setbacks:  Building to
Residential Rear Lot Line: 30 feet and 150.909 Variance Review). The
variance will allow for the required rear yard setback to be reduced
from 30 feet to 6.5 feet along the railroad tracks to allow for a 20°x25’
expansion to the easternmost self-storage building. The subject property
is legally described as:

Part of the Northeast Quarter (1/4) of Section Thirty-five (35),

Township, Forty-four (44) North, Range Three (3) East of

the Third (3rd) Principal Meridian, bounded and described as

follows, to-wit: Beginning at the point of the intersection of the

West line of the Northeast Quarter (1/4) of Said Section with

the North Right-of-Way line of the Chicago and Northwestern

Railroad: thence Northeasterly along a circular curve to the left

whose radius is 3780 feet and whose center lies to the North and

along the Northerly Right-of-Way of said Railroad, to a point;

(the chord across the last-described circular curve course bears

North 75 degrees 32 minutes and 52 seconds East, 210.69 feet);

thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes 31 seconds West, parallel

with the West line of the Northeast Quarter (1/4) of said Section,

309.11 feet to the center line of West Locust Street as said street

is now located and laid out; thence South 76 degrees 35 minutes

and 00 seconds West, along the center line of said Wet Locust

Street 209.76 feet to the West line of the Northeast Quarter (1/4)

of said Section; thence South 00 degrees 08 minutes and 32

seconds East, along the West line of the Northeast Quarter (1/4)

of said Section, 313.02 feet to the point of beginning. Subject

to the rights of the Public and State of Illinois in and to those

portions thereof taken or dedicated for public road purposes;

situated in the County of Boone and State of Illinois. PIN: 05-

35-203-011.

All persons interested in the petitions may attend and be heard at the
stated time and place.

Carl Gnewuch, Chairman,

Belvidere Planning and Zoning Commission
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-08
AMENDED BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
OF THE BOONE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT # 2
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
BEGINNING MAY 1, 2023, AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2024
On April 1, 2024 at a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Boone
County Fire Protection District # 2, Boone County, Illinois, the said
Trustees adopted as an Amended Budget and Appropriation Ordinance of
the Boone County Fire Protection District #2 for the General Fund for the
period May 1, 2023 through April 30, 2024, the following:
GENERAL FUND
ANTICIPATED REVENUES AND RECEIPTS
Estimated Cash Balance on hand as of April 30, 2023
Checking Account & Capitol Reserve
Anticipated Revenues and Receipts:
Property Taxes to be received in FY 2022-2023

$1,204,133.12

$1,094,030.00

Illinois Replacement Tax $ 50,000.00
Interest Income $ 2,500.00
Non Resident Billing $ 250,000.00
Illinois Municipal League $  25,000.00
Grants $ 2,000.00
Miscellaneous $ 140,000.00

Total Anticipated Revenues and Receipts $1,563,530.00
Total Cash Balance May 1, 2023 and Anticipated Revenues & Receipts
$2,767,663.12
Less Anticipated Expenditures May 1, 2023 through April 30, 2024
$2,212,215.00
Anticipated Cash Balance April 30, 2024 $ 415,448.12
GENERAL FUND BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION

The following amounts shall be tentatively budgeted and appropri-
ated for the General Fund purposes of the Boone County Fire District
#2 for the Fiscal Year May 1, 2022 through April 30, 2023.

BUDGETED APPROPRIATED

A. Administration:

1. Insurance $ 167,000.00 $200,400.00
2. Office Operations $ 58,195.00 $ 69,834.00
3. Professional Fees $ 18,800.00 $ 22,560.00
4. Training $ 29,500.00 $ 35,400.00
5. Trustee Compensation $ 4,200.00 $ 5,040.00
6. Utilities $ 33,200.00 $ 39,840.00
7. Volunteer Compensation $ 100,000.00 $ 120,000.00
8. Labor $1,206,600.00 $1,447,920.00
9. Miscellaneous/Contingency $ 13 ,000.00 $ 15,600.00
10. Unemployment Fund $ 0.00 $ 0.00
TOTAL ADMINISTRATION: $1,630,495.00 $1,956,594.00

B. Equipment

1. Repairs, Maintenance $ 26,000.00 $ 31,200.00
2. Firefighters’ Equipment $ 92,600.00 $111,120.00
3. Other New Equipment Purchases_$ 144.,500.00 $ 173,400.00
TOTAL EQUIPMENT $263,100.00 $315,720.00
C. Station Expenses

1. Building and Grounds $ 88,000.00 $ 105,600.00

TOTAL STATION EXPENSES $ 88,000.00 $ 105,600.00
d. Apparatus Expense
1. Operation (Gas and Oil) $ 35,000.00 $ 42,000.00
2. Vehicle Maintenance $_85,620.00 $ 102,744.00
TOTAL APPARATUS EXPENSE $ 120,620.00 $ 144,744.00
E.Capital Reserve
1. Apparatus Replacement $  60,000.00 $ 72,000.00
2. Apparatus Upgrades $ 0.00 $ 0.00
3. Fire Station $ 50.000.00 $ 60.000.00
TOTAL CAPITAL RESERVE EXPENSE

$ 110,000.00 $ 132,000.00
RECAPITULATION
Total Administrative and Operating Expense $1,956,594.00
Total Equipment Expense $ 315,720.00
Total Station (Building) Expense $ 105,600.00
Total Fire Apparatus Expense $ 144,744.00
Capital Reserve Apparatus, Building $ 132,000.00

TOTAL TENTATIVE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION-GENERAL
FUND  $2,654,658.00
Mark Huntington Treasurer
Board of Trustees =~ BCFD # 2
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BELVIDERE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given that the City of Belvidere Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 14,
2024 at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chamber, Belvidere City Hall, 401
Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois 61008 upon the following:

Application of Gunsteen Car Wash c/o Daniel Gunsteen, 651 S.
Sutton Road, Ste 305, Streamwood, IL 60107 on behalf of the property
owner, DM Enterprises of Belvidere, LLC, 651 S. Sutton Road, Ste 305,
Streamwood, IL 60107 for a special use to permit in-vehicle sales or
service and a special use to perm it indoor commercial entertainment.
Specifically, a car wash with accessory retail sales with the potential for
a restaurant, bar and video gaming at 1125 N. State Street, Belvidere,
IL 61008 (Belvidere Zoning Ordinance Sections 150.105(C)(5)(B)(2)
In-vehicle sales or service; 150.105(C)(5)(B)(2) Indoor Commercial
Entertainment and 150.904 Special use Review and Approval Procedures)
in the GB, General Business District on approximately 1.2 acres. The
property is legally described as:

Lot Two (2) as designated upon the Plat of Dixon Commercial

Subdivision, being a Subdivision of part of Section 26 Township

44 North, Range 3 East of the Third Principal Meridian, according

to the Plat thereof recorded June 15, 2017 as Document No.

2017R03026 in the Recorder’s Office of Boone County, Illinois;

situated in the County of Boone and the State of Illinois. (PIN:

05-26-127-011)

All persons interested in the petitions may attend and be heard at the
stated time and place.

Carl Gnewuch, Chairman,

Belvidere Planning and Zoning Commission
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Boone County Board will receive proposals marked BCG-2024-
04 for the purpose of seeking a consulting engineering firm to provide
strategic services to the County in maintaining IEPA reporting compli-
ance, developing forward plans to mitigate and reduce landfill liabili-
ty and on-going cost outlays, and periodically reviewing the solar farm
development and operation planned to be constructed atop the closed
Landfill #2.

RFQ (Request for Qualifications) documents will be available on or
after April 22, 2024. Those interested may visit the Boone County Web-
site at www.boonecountyil.gov for more information. Copies of the RFQ
Documents will be available for viewing in the Boone County Clerkis
Office located at 1212 Logan Avenue, Suite 103, Belvidere, IL 61008.
Proposals will be accepted at the Boone County Clerkis Office until Mon-
day, May 6, 2024 at 11:00 A.M. Proposals will be opened immediately
after the deadline in the Boone County Board Room located at 1212 Lo-
gan Avenue, Belvidere, Illinois 61008.

Boone County Government reserves the right to accept or reject all
proposals.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY
Dave & Carol Stumpf, Plaintiff
VS Case No. 24-GR-9
Sarah J. Hermann, Defendant
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Sarah J. Hermann, Defendant, that this cause
has been commenced against you in this Court asking for Guardianship
of Evelyn Hawkins Blan and other relief.

Unless you file your response or otherwise file your appearance in
this cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Boone County, Courthouse,
601 N. Main St, Belvidere, Illinois, on or before the 25th day of June,
2024, a Judgment or other relief as prayed for by the Plaintiff.

Pamela Coduto, Circuit Clerk
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY
Dave & Carol Stumpf, Plaintiff
\A Case No. 24-GR-8
Sarah J. Hermann, Defendant
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Sarah J. Hermann, Defendant, that this cause
has been commenced against you in this Court asking for Guardianship
of Christopher Hawkins Blan and other relief.

Unless you file your response or otherwise file your appearance in
this cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Boone County, Courthouse,
601 N. Main St, Belvidere, Illinois, on or before the 25th day of June,
2024, a Judgment or other relief as prayed for by the Plaintift.

Pamela Coduto, Circuit Clerk
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY
Dave & Carol Stumpf, Plaintiff
VS Case No. 24-GR-10

Sarah J. Hermann, Defendant
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Sarah J. Hermann, Defendant, that this cause
has been commenced against you in this Court asking for Guardianship
of Jesse David Woodard and other relief.

Unless you file your response or otherwise file your appearance in
this cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Boone County, Courthouse,
601 N. Main St, Belvidere, Illinois, on or before the 25th day of June,
2024, a Judgment or other relief as prayed for by the Plaintiff.

Pamela Coduto, Circuit Clerk
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REAL ESTATE

J

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR LEGACY MORTGAGE ASSET TRUST 2021-GS1 Plaintiff,
V.- 2023 FC 64
SHIRLEY A. JACOBSON, Defendant
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on February 21, 2024, an
agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on May 21, 2024,
at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue entrance),
Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:

Commonly known as 621 RUTH CIRCLE, BELVIDERE, IL 61008

Property Index No. 05-35-454-018

The real estate is improved with a single family residence.

The judgment amount was $75,391.88.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of
the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due
within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation
conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL,
60601 (312) 651-6700. Please refer to file number 23-007321.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a
7 day status report of pending sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 23-007321

Case Number: 2023 FC 64

TISC#: 44-517

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are
advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case #2023 FC 64

6088-941339
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IN THE COURT OF Boone COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT — CHANCERY DIVISION

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, Plaintiff,
-V.- 23 FC 82
NANCY A LOVE; NANCY A. LOVE, AS TRUSTEE UTA DATED
08/21/2008 KNOWN AS THE NANCY A. LOVE DECLARATION OF
TRUST; UNKNOWN BENEFICIARIES OF THE NANCY A. LOVE,
AS TRUSTEE UTA DATED 08/21/2008 KNOWN AS THE NANCY
A. LOVE DECLARATION OF TRUST; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants.
6370 Broadview Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of
foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on 2/21/2024, an agent of
Auction.com LLC will at 12:00 PM on 6/6/2024 located at 601 N Main
Street, Belvidere, IL 61008, sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as set
forth below, the following described real estate.

Commonly known as 6370 Broadview Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008

Property Index No. 06-31-351-011

The real estate is improved with a Single Family Residence.

The judgment amount was $82,260.36

Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close
of the sale payable to Auction.com LLC, No third party checks will be
accepted. All registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in order to
bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-
four (24) hours. (relief fee not required) The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to plaintiff and in
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property, prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by the Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9
(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by the
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLC (312) 346-9088 please refer to file number 22-10118IL.

Auction.com LLC

100 N LaSalle Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60606 — 872-225-4985

You can also visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 22-10118IL

Case Number: 23 FC 82

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION
PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF’S
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BEADEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

6088-940214

Published in The Boone County Journal April 25, May 2, 9, 2024 SW

"~ ASSUMED NAMES

CHANGE IN CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP OF
BUSINESS PUBLICATION NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on January 1st, A.D. 2012, a

certificate was filed in the Office of the County Clerk of Boone County,
Illinois, concerning the business known as EL CHEWY TRUCKING
INC., located at 1601 JILLIAN COURT, BELVIDERE, IL 61008, which
certificate sets forth the following changes in the operation thereof:
Withdrawal of owner Sergio Espinoza.

Dated this 28th day of March, A.D. 2024

Julie A. Bliss, Boone County Clerk
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Food

used in baked goods as a preservative. Red dye
3 is a common food dye used in candy and other
products.

“This legislation does not seek to ban any
product or take away any of our favorite foods,”
bill sponsor Sen. Willie Preston, D-Chicago, said
at a news conference Wednesday. “This measure
sets a precedent for consumer health and safety
to encourage food manufacturers to update their
recipes to use safer alternatives.”

Last year the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration  proposed to revoke the
authorization of brominated vegetable oil after a
study found that the chemical affects the thyroid,
creating negative health impacts. According to a
study from the Center for Science in the Public
Interest, a nonprofit advocacy organization,
red dye 3 may cause cancer in animals. The
International Agency for Research on Cancer,
a part of the World Health Organization, found
potassium bromate to be possibly carcinogenic.

The bill had bipartisan support in the Senate
with both Sen. Seth Lewis, R-Bartlett, and Sen.
Steve McClure, R-Springfield, voting for it.

“(Red dye 3) was banned by the FDA for use
in makeup over 30 years ago. So, the FDA doesn’t
allow you to put it on your face for makeup. But
yet kids are eating this in candy,” McClure said in
the Senate Thursday. “That to me is outrageous.
So, for that reason I am voting for this bill.”

from page 3

Preston previously said he was considering
adding titanium dioxide to the ban, but that plan
was scrapped during negotiations. He said if
additional research becomes available “we’ll
explore that option at that time.” In 2021 the
European Food Safety Authority said it was
concerned that titanium dioxide could alter
people’s DNA.

Industry groups such as the Illinois
Manufacturers’ Association have pushed back
against the bill throughout the legislative process.
InJanuary, the IMA issued a statementin opposition
of “this well-intentioned legislation,” claiming it
would undermine the FDA and negatively impact
Illinois’ economy as it would “create a confusing
and costly patchwork of regulations.”

The National Confectioners Association issued
a similar statement, saying the bill would “increase
food costs, undermine consumer confidence, and
create confusion around food safety.” The group
also argued food regulation should “rely on the
scientific rigor of the FDA.”

California passed a similar bill last year that
will take effect in 2027 and the New York Senate
is currently debating a similar bill. The food
additives are already regulated or banned in parts
of the European Union.

The Illinois bill was amended from an earlier
version to grant retailers additional time to
comply. The additives would be banned from
manufacturing beginning January 1, 2027, with
the sale, delivery, distribution, and holding of
products containing the additives being banned
beginning in 2028.

“We have given an extension to retailers, an
extension for an extra year, for them to get in
compliance,” Preston said. “We don’t intend to
fine people out of business at all.”

Violators are subject to fines up to $5,000
for their first offense and up to $10,000 for each
subsequent offense.

Both Lewis and McClure, while voting for the
bill, said they would like to see future legislation
clarify how fines accrue and what constitutes a
single violation of the law.

Sen. Rachel Ventura, D-Joliet, said that as
Illinois faces issues of food insecurity and food
deserts, this bill is needed to ensure people’s
safety.

“So, we know that lots of families who live in
poor areas tend to go to convenience stores for
their grocery stores,” she said at a news conference
Wednesday. “We need those foods to be safe to
consume, especially if they’re eating them on a
daily basis, or multiple times a day.”

Lead from page 3
line replacement, and funding is expected to
more than double in fiscal year 2025.

In 2021 the National Resources Defense
Council estimated there to be 679,292 lead
service lines in Illinois. In 2023, the U.S. EPA
put the estimate at over one million lines in
[llinois.

The NRDC puts the estimate for replacing
every lead service line in Illinois at $2.2 billion
at the low end up to $7.2 billion based on the
EPA’s estimate. The Illinois Environmental
Council estimates it would cost between $10
billion and $12 billion.

Even as some funding has become available
through that law and the federal Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund, the allocations are not
nearly enough to replace every service line in
the state, regardless of who is estimating the
cost.

Continued on Page 8
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Lead from page

While replacement is ongoing, a full
inventory is crucial to develop a plan and
budget for the complete removal of lead service
lines in the state.

The IEPA is in the process of building a
more conclusive inventory of lead service lines,
requiring the state’s community water supplies
to submit full inventories of their pipes by April
15. Even with accurate quantities, establishing
adequate funding and feasible timelines is a
struggle.

Replacement efforts in Illinois

While the state and federal governments have
created regulations and funding programs, the
responsibility of lead service line replacement
falls on the community water supplies, such as
municipalities or local water districts.

The state has been funding community
water supplies’ replacement projects for years,
although not at the multi-billion-dollar level
needed to replace all lines. The IEPA provided
funding through principal forgiveness loans from
2017 to 2023 under the wastewater category of
the State Revolving Fund. IEPA awarded over
$120 million in principal forgiveness funds
during those six years and each applicant was
eligible for a maximum award of $4 million
annually.

Under the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law, states are required to allocate 49 percent
of state lead service line replacement funds as
grants or principal forgiveness loans and 51
percent as traditional low-interest loans. IEPA
spokesperson Kim Biggs said that in fiscal year
2024, there is a cap of about $2.8 million per
principal forgiveness loan recipient.

“But we’re trying to figure out how we can get
more and more from the federal government,”
Iyana Simba, Illinois Environmental Council
city programs director, said. “We need this
funding to make sure that the cost of lead
service line replacement isn’t passed down to
individual homeowners, and that it’s also being
done so in a more equitable manner.”

Aside from increasing funding, Simba said
that developing community outreach, technical
assistance and community planning could
hasten replacement efforts.

The Illinois Lead Service Line Replacement
and Notification Act took effect on Jan.1, 2022.
The law requires community water supplies
to create an inventory and replacement plan
for their lead service lines. The report must
be submitted to the IEPA by April 15. Yearly
updates on replacement will be due every April
15 through 2027.

Read More: Lead service line replacement
bill passes Senate, heads back to House

“So even while Illinois has about 600,000
lead pipes throughout the state that are
accounted for,” Simba said. “I’m really hoping
that through this inventory process we’ll get
a better picture because there’s almost that
same amount of service lines that are made of
unknown material.”

The IEPA created the Lead Service Line
Inventory Grant program to provide funding
to community water supplies to identify and
inventory lead service lines. The first round of
funding was announced in January 2023, since
then two more rounds have been awarded and
the TEPA is currently accepting applications
for the fourth round. The grant provided 260
community water supplies between $20,000
and $50,000 each in 2023.

The current FY24 project list from the IEPA

includes 47 projects, totaling over $100 million.
Ilinois received around $107 million in FY24
and will receive $230 million in FY25 from
federal funding.

Gov. JB Pritzker’s proposed FY25 budget
would allocate $20 million to lead service
line replacement planning grants. The capital
infrastructure budget proposal also includes
around $340 million in reappropriated
funding along with almost $260 million in
new appropriation for Lead Service Line
Replacement loans.

Timelines for replacement

While the inventory reports must be submitted
to the IEPA by April 15, it is not clear when line
replacements will be completed, and state law
lays out a decadeslong process.

The U.S. EPA has proposed changes to
federal rules which would set the goal of
replacing all lead pipes within 10 years, with
certain exceptions allowed. The proposal
follows decades of amending policies to tighten
regulations on maximum contaminant levels.
The most recent changes, however, have not
been adopted, and the U.S. EPA has historically
chosen not to strictly enforce its existing
standards.

Advocacy groups, including the Illinois
Environmental Council, support the shortening
of timelines for replacement.

“So while we’re happy to see that other
smaller communities are going to be put on this
10-year timeline. That’s even more stringent
than some of the things outlined in the state
bill,” Simba said. “We do need to see a shorter
timeline for Chicago.”

Illinois’ Lead Service Line Replacement
and Notification Act also establishes timelines
for replacement based on the number of lead
service lines within a community starting in
2027. Community water supplies with fewer
than 1,200 lines have the shortest deadline of
2042, while supplies like Chicago, with more
than 99,999 lines have until 2077.

Community water supplies can request
extensions up to 20 percent of their timeframe,
so Chicago could potentially have an additional
10 years, extending the deadline to 2087.

In February, state Rep. Anthony DeLuca,
D-Chicago Heights, filed House Bill 4752, which
would increase the maximum timeline extension
the IEPA is allowed to grant community water
supplies from 20 to 30 percent. If passed, the
extension increase would mean Chicago could
have up to 2092 to replace all their lead service
lines.

DeLuca said municipalities do not have
enough funding and a timeline extension is
needed to make up for the lack of resources.

Advocates, meanwhile, have pointed to
health care and economic incentives for
replacing lead pipes. An October report from
the NRDC, dubbed “Getting the Lead Out,”
found removing lead pipes can reduce the risk of
medical conditions in children, such as hearing
impairments, short-term cognitive damage and
behavioral problems. It would also help adults
by reducing immunological and red blood cell
damage.

The study found between $58 and $89 billion
will be spent in Illinois over a 35-year period
related to health effects of lead pipes, and
removing them would save about $37 billion
annually in health care costs nationwide.

Simmons said lawmakers need to work to
secure more funding and stricter timelines.

“I mean, there’s not a lot of room to waffle on
this,” Simmons said. “Already, our communities
have waited decades to have access to safe
drinking water and that includes zero lead

pipes.”
Capitol News lllinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service covering Sstate

government. It is distributed to hundreds of print
and broadcast outlets statewide. It is funded
primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation and
the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, along
with major contributions from the lllinois
Broadcasters Foundation and Southern Illinois
Editorial Association.
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