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Soldiers boarding the Belvidere train and families seeing them off at the train station in 1918. 
The photo below is the station as it looked in 1950.Train Service 

Discontinued in 
Belvidere 
73 Years Ago
By David Larson

About this time of year in 1950, train service 
was discontinued in Belvidere. The only two 
trains, the No. 602 and No. 609 trains, by 
1950, measured over a two-and-a-half-month 
period, served two-and-one-half riders per day 
on average. The Chicago and North Western 
(C&NW) Railway discontinued service because 
it was losing $600,000 per year on the Freeport 
to Chicago passenger line that served fewer than 
60 riders per day. 

When the C&NW began service in 1917, about 
the time of the picture, it had nine passenger trains 
stopping in Belvidere. The Chicago to Freeport 
train originally had a dining car and first class 
service available in addition to coach. Advancing 
technology improved the automobile and bus 
system, which caused the C&NW to cut service.  

One train came in the evening from the west 
and one came in the morning from the east. In 
the beginning, it was a profitable business. By 
1932, during the depression, service was reduced 
to two trains per day. 

Mail delivery provided 50 percent of the 
revenue for the route, which required the morning 
train to originate out of Chicago. When the 
C&NW on October 29, 1949 filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission (ICC) to discontinue the 
Chicago to Freeport passenger route, Belvidere 

House Panel Debates 
Ranked Choice Voting

Opinions vary about benefits, cost and 
complexity of multichoice ballots

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Illinois lawmakers are debating whether the 

state should join a growing list of jurisdictions in 
the United States that allow voters to pick more 
than one candidate for an office, ranking them in 
order of preference rather than choosing just one.

Ranked choice voting, or as it’s sometimes 
called, “instant runoff voting,” actually has a 
long history in U.S. elections at the municipal 
level. But it has become more widely adopted 
in modern times, including in several states and 
dozens of municipalities.

“This is a better voting model to ensure all 
voices and choices are reflected in the election 

City Bids for a $1.2 
Billion Warehouse 
By David Larson

At the March 20th Belvidere City Council 
meeting “Project Yukon,” identified as a Fortune 
500 fresh produce distribution company, was 
put on a fast track, with a letter of commitment 
to establish a new classification within the 
Enterprise Zone for projects over $800 million 
and 400 new jobs.

The change would create a tier of abatement 
which expands the property tax abatement for 
new businesses that are larger than normal and 
meet the minimum criterion of an $800 million 
investment and 400 new jobs. The present 
property tax abatement schedule in the Enterprise 
Zone is an abatement of 80 percent the first year 
then 60 the second, 40 the third, and 20 percent 
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Each week, the Journal seeks to present a variety of 
voices.

  Every attempt will be made to print all letters 
received with the exception of those that are libelous or 
obscene.  Letters should be signed and include an ID or 
phone number, so that we can contact the author prior to 
publication to verify authenticity.  

  Community leaders are encouraged 
to submit guest columns consistent with our editorial 
guidelines for possible inclusion in the Journal.

  The opinions expressed in the Journal are 
those of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of The Boone County Journal management or 
ownership.

Obituaries

Letters to the Editor

Rickey Cutts, 70, Harvard, March 17
Tina Martin, 45, Belvidere, March 15
Ralph Maynard, 89, Poplar Grove, March 19
Andrew Tworek, 47, Marengo, March 13

Dear Editor,
We have the opportunity to elect three 

outstanding candidates to the District 100 school 
board: Sarah Brenner, Jorge Herrera, and Holly 
Houk.  Holly and Jorge are incumbents who have 
an outstanding record and Sarah will add her 
experience as a past teacher and administrator 
to enable these three to set policy and pursue 
excellence for all of our students.  They recognize 
the need to support our students from early 
childhood through the high school years.  They 
understand the need for a high school program 
preparing students for success whether going on 
to college or pursuing non-college degree careers.

In my many years as a District 100 teacher and 
resident I have seen many school board members 
come and go.  I firmly believe this election is one 
of the most important ever. We need these three to 
guide our schools and students in the challenging 
years ahead. Please ignore the hollow rhetoric and 
campaign tactics of others.

Please give your vote to the 3 candidates whose 
only interest is excellent schools for our children 
and our community.

Vote Brenner, Houk, and Herrera.  Yes, it’s that 
important.

Ken Swanson

Editor
Please join me in supporting and voting 

for Allison Reid-Niemiec, Misty Coryell & Tosca 
DeGennaro on April 4th.

The upcoming school board election is very 
important.  My family has been part of this 
community for 100+ years.  I’ve raised four boys 
who all attended the Belvidere School District.  
Even though my kids are no longer in school, I 
still have an interest in making sure our schools 
are a place where parents want to send their kids.  
We all as taxpayers and community members 
should share this interest.  Our schools are vital to 
our community. 

I believe it is important that we elect board 
members who embrace and value what they are 
elected to represent the students and community 
and not simply be advisors to the administration.  
The board members are elected decision makers. 
Decision makers that should be representing our 
students and the community’s best interests.

The candidates I support want to make decisions 
based on what is best for our students.  They want 
our schools to be a place where students learn, 
develop good habits and leave prepared for the 
real world. They want our district to focus on the 
basics, like math and reading.

Your vote is critical.  Please join me in 
supporting and voting for Allison Reid-Niemiec, 
Misty Coryell & Tosca DeGennaro on April 4th. 

Thank you, 
Scott Fowler

Dear Editor,
I want you to vote Tosca DeGennaro for the 

District 100 School Board. As a former President 
of the School Board, I can clearly see what an 
asset she will be to our district. Tosca is a problem 
solver. She uses a rational and methodological 
approach to her decision-making. Tosca expresses 
her ideas fluently and clearly. Additionally, her 
vision for District 100 will help build a strong 
foundation for our schools. District 100 has 
been suffering for years. Our student test scores 
are in decline and student participation in extra-
curricular activities (like sports, Marching Band, 
the arts, etc.) have been reduced to about one 
quarter of what it was 20 years ago at Belvidere 
High School. Tosca understands how important 
extra-curricular activities are to our community.

Elect Tosca to the School Board because she 
supports the traditional values of our community, 
and she will be loyal to the voters of District 100. 
Her ideas focus on academic achievement that will 
benefit our students, in our district, whether they 
go to college, attend advanced technical/industrial 
trade school, or enter the general workforce. After 
high school, employers expect our students to be 
able to compete with their fundamental skills not 
just in reading, writing, math but also research and 
resource building. Almost every job opportunity 
these days, requires advanced training and strong 
professional development. Tosca understands 
that preparing our children for life through 
Experiential Learning is as important as preparing 
our students for college. Tosca believes we have 
the opportunities and resources here in our district 
that we need to encourage our students to use 
those tools for their educational journey.

Elect Tosca DeGennaro to School Board 
because she will bring our community a strong 
foundation which truly benefits our children. Join 
me in electing Tosca DeGennaro on April 4th.

Let’s right this sinking ship,
Bob Walberg

Re-elect Allison Reid-Niemiec. 
Allison has demonstrated steadfast leadership 

as the current board President. As the President, 
the board has restored normal grading and brought 
in a new superintendent. Allison’s leadership has 
kept the district on task to become stronger and 
on the mend. Allison works diligently to fulfill 
the role of an effective school board member. She 
is committed to providing the best educational 
opportunities for all our students. She respects 
the community that has chosen her to represent 
them. She feels honored to serve as a school board 
member of district 100.

Allison’s opponent is very different and 
here are a few examples why. After being an 
administrative and Central Office employee for 
many years in our district, she just quit abruptly 
and left the district in September of 2022. The 
Illinois school code prohibits employees from 
serving on the school board. A possible conflict 
of interest? Her advertisement says “she will be 
a voice for the educators/students”. Simply put 
school board members are elected to represent 
our community. School board members are the 
voice of the community, the voters, the taxpayers 
to provide a good education for our children. 
Allison’s opponent is an insider, she is a full time 
administrator at Rockford Public Schools. Do we 
really want Rockford school administrators running 
Belvidere schools? Would Allison’s opponent 
be conflicted representing the administration 
or would she represent our community? Would 
we be asking the fox to watch the henhouse?  
Vote for Allison Reid-Niemiec.  Allison is a board 
member that really cares about the students and 
the community.

Bob Walberg

Pritzker: Tax Cuts 
On The Table If State 
Revenues Continue To 
Exceed Expectations 

Forecasting commission last week upped 
its projections by a 
combined $1 billion

By Jerry Nowicki Capitol News Illinois
With two months to go before the legislature 

adjourns and current-year revenues continuing to 
smash expectations, Gov. JB Pritzker said he and 
legislative leaders are considering tax cuts. 

His comments came one week after the 
legislature’s nonpartisan Commission on 
Government Forecasting and Accountability, or 
COGFA, increased its revenue estimates by about 
$1 billion for the current and upcoming budget 
years combined.

“I would like to see – as we feel comfortable with 
these new revenues coming in and their stability; 
and I think we’re seeing a few years in a row now 
of the stability of that revenue – that we should 
be talking about whether there are tax cuts that 
we can implement,” he said at an unrelated news 
conference at a Springfield community college. 

The governor did not say whether tax cuts would 
be permanent or which taxes he and lawmakers are 
considering cutting. 

And tax cuts were one of several potential uses of 
excess revenues the governor said he would like to 
consider. Others include contributions to the state’s 
“rainy day” fund and added payments beyond 
required amounts to the state’s pension system. 

The conversation about what to do with excess 
revenues that show year-over-year stability is one 

ROOM FOR RENT: Belvidere: Nice 
furnished room w/ fridge, near downtown, bus 
stop, Aldi, Drug & Dollar Stores. No Sec. 
Deposit. $102/wk. or  $430/mo. 

Call (815) 544-4466  
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Looking for a tax preparer?  My clients file with confidence.
   I have over 35 years of experience as a tax attorney with an advanced law degree in taxation. 
My clients know that their taxes are prepared professionally, getting all the deductions and 
credits that they deserve, and they don’t have to fear a letter from the IRS. I can e-file any prior-
year or current-year tax return. My overhead is low, my rates are reasonable, and handle things 
privately. 

  Using a tax attorney gives you a unique 
advantage: At least once a year, you can talk to an attorney and discuss what is important to you.  We can 
discuss your will or trust, assist with an upcoming real estate transaction, or even put your business into an 
LLC to protect your assets.  Or maybe just answer a question that’s been bugging you for years.   

 Or had some large organization try to 
intimidate you, and you really weren’t sure of your rights.  Did you know someone you could ask?  Or did 
you just “wing it” and hope for the best?  My clients know they can call me anytime for some quick 
advice.  

  Haven’t filed?  Afraid to file?  Gotten a letter from them?  I can help.  With 35 
years of experience as a tax attorney, I’ve helped many other people in your situation.  

If your return consists of more than just a W-2, or you have a tax problem, please give me a 
call. Hours are by appointment.

IOU Club’s  Annual

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday April 1th at 11 am

At Joe Lewis Field
(next to the Belvidere Park Pool on Lincoln Ave.) 

There will be separate locations
For Ages 3 & Under

 4-6 and 7-9 year olds
RAIN DATE:  Sat. April 8th 11am

Pritzker said has involved both Democrats and 
Republicans.

House Minority Leader Tony McCombie, 
R-Savanna, told Capitol News Illinois in a 
statement that the House GOP stands ready to 
work with the governor.

“To hear the governor mention any tax cuts is 
an exciting prospect for families across our state. 
At the first meeting I had with Gov. Pritzker, we 
discussed the cumbersome franchise tax on small 
businesses and high estate taxes that unfairly target 
family farms,” she said. “The governor recognizing 
conversations with Democrats and Republicans 
gives me hope that we will reinstitute the bipartisan 
budget working group with our budgeteers and 
appropriation teams leading the way.” 

McCombie also noted the House Republicans 
oppose a graduated income tax, which Pritzker has 
said he has no interest in reviving as a legislative 
proposal this year. 

Senate Minority Leader John Curran, 
R-Downers Grove, referred to business-related tax 
incentives that Pritzker and lawmakers approved 
on bipartisan lines in 2019 but which Democrats 
froze in future budget years. 

“Initial discussions on tax relief have been 
receptive,” Curran said in a statement. “We will 
continue to call for implementing the business 
incentives that the governor agreed to in the Blue 
Collar Jobs Act, along with additional tax relief 
for Illinois families and small businesses.”

He said the Senate GOP is hopeful Pritzker will 
“include Republicans at the table of substantive 
budget meetings,” and they are “willing to 
negotiate in good faith.”

In their budget approved last summer for the 
current fiscal year, lawmakers included an array 
of mostly temporary tax relief. That included 
direct checks of $50 or more to most Illinoisans 
depending on income and number of children, a 
permanent expansion of the state’s earned income 
tax credit to 20 percent of the federal credit, a 
six-month pause on a 2-cent gas tax increase that 
ended Jan. 1, a one-year suspension of the state’s 
1 percent grocery tax that ends June 30, and a 
property tax rebate up to $300 for some Illinoisans. 

The governor’s office estimated those measures 
amounted to about $1.8 billion in tax relief overall. 
The state approved legislation bringing its rainy 
day fund balance to an estimated $1.9 billion by 
the end of the fiscal year and contributing $500 
million beyond statutory requirements to its 
pension fund over the past two years. 

The revenue update announced by COGFA last 
week represents just the latest in a remarkable 
stretch for state government revenues that have 
boomed nationwide 
over the course of 
the past two years. In 
Illinois, the growth 
has been driven by 
wage growth, corporate 
profits, inflation, 
changes to the corporate 
and online sales tax 
structures, revenues 
from marijuana sales 
and other factors. 

“You can see in 
every single month so 
far this fiscal year we’ve 
actually had a gain 
where we’ve generated 
more revenue in this 
fiscal year compared 
to the same time a year 
ago,” Eric Noggle, 

senior revenue analyst for COGFA, said at the 
commission’s March meeting last week.

COGFA’s new estimate of $51.9 billion in 
revenues for the current fiscal year that ends June 
30 is $545 million beyond the amount assumed by 
the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget 
in Pritzker’s budget proposal. And its $50.4 billion 
estimate for the fiscal year that begins July 1 is 
$465 million beyond GOMB’s initial estimate.

All told, COGFA now expects the state to end 
the fiscal year with revenues surpassing their 
initial estimates by more than $5 billion. While 
that’s partially because base sales and income 

tax receipts continue 
to produce at record 
levels, it’s also because 
the state’s estimates 
approved last summer 
were conservative, 
Pritzker said. 

The current fiscal 
year still has three 
and a half months left, 
so COGFA noted in 
its recent report that 
the revenue estimate 
could be bumped 
even higher if final 
income tax receipts are 
stronger than expected 
as taxpayers file their 
returns for the year. 

But it could also 
move downward, the 

commission noted, if those revenues come in 
lower than expected due to weakening market 
conditions. They noted other factors could 
change the state’s revenue outlook, including the 
possibility of another COVID-19 resurgence, a 
worsening of the war in Ukraine, or a potential 
recession.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government and distributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation.
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FOR RENT
2 bedroom for rent in Belvidere
large yard and off street parking 

no appliances, no pets, 
$825 per month call 608-604-0791

Trial     from page 1

protested. Hiring the local, firebrand attorney, A.J. 
Strom, to represent the community, motions were 
filed to block the C&NW, and to force it to make 
changes to the service.

Two major complaints were filed suggesting it 
was not as useful of a service when arriving from 
Chicago in the morning and return to Chicago 
in the evening. The mayor of Belvidere, Lester 
Cunningham, stated as a witness before the ICC, 
“The present schedule offered little advantage 
to the patrons in Belvidere...when the case was 
filed, many citizens called about the service and 
called attention the schedule. They demanded 
I do something about it.... I was asked to switch 
the schedule to a train going to Chicago in the 
morning and arriving back in Belvidere from 
Chicago in the evening.”

The Assistant General Solicitor for the railroad, 
D. J. Slater, remarked after one of the hearings on 
the matter, “...never heard so many people who 
liked the railroads and liked train travel, but there 
was so little evidence of their using it.”

A second complaint was made that the track 
maintenance was not up to-date, and it took 
too long to get to Chicago. At the time, it was a 
two-hour-and-forty-five minute trip, despite a 
speed limit of 58mph established by the ICC to 
travel the 78 miles from Belvidere to Chicago. 
Maintenance, it was believed, would allow a train 
to reach a sustained speed of 70 to 80 mph, a speed 
that is for the most part consistant with Interstate 
90 by automobile or bus today. Today, a bus has 
an advantage over the automobile with a reserved 
lane  limited to bus traffic during rush hour, which 
was created in the latest rebuilding of I-90. 

Today’s Metra trains from Harvard and Elgin 
meet resistance to those pre-1950 speeds because 
of more frequent stops in a dense, suburban setting 
with crossroads and stops that didn’t exist in 1950. 

If it wants to revisit days gone by, perhaps 
Belvidere will have to settle for an improved 
historic district in lieu of an old-fashioned train 
station in downtown Belvidere..

In a general ranked choice voting system, voters 
mark candidates in the order of their preference 
in races with three or more candidates. The voter 
can rank as many candidates as they choose. In a 
five-person race, for example, a voter might rank 
one candidate first, another second and leave the 
sections of the other three candidates blank.

In the first round of counting, ballots are 
counted as they are now, with everyone’s vote 
going to their first choice. 

If no one has achieved a majority, the person 
with the fewest votes is eliminated and their 
voters’ ballots are recounted with their votes 
going to their highest ranked candidate that is still 
in the race. 

This continues until a candidate earns a majority 
of votes counted in a given round of tabulation. 
This may not mean a majority of all people who 
voted in the election, since a ballot isn’t counted 
after all of their listed choices are eliminated.

According to the group FairVote, which 
advocates for ranked choice voting, there are 64 
jurisdictions that allow that method of elections, 
including the states of Maine and Alaska, as well 
as two counties and 60 cities.

Colorado enacted a law in 2021 that allows 
municipalities to opt in to ranked choice voting 
in local elections. And Democratic parties in five 
states – Alaska, Kansas, Hawaii, Nevada and 
Wyoming – used it, wholly or partially, in their 
2020 presidential primaries.

There are currently three bills pending in the 
General Assembly that would allow ranked choice 
voting in one form or another. 

House Bill 2716, by Rep. Nabeela Syed, 
D-Inverness, would implement the system for 
elections for the General Assembly, governor and 
other statewide constitutional officers.

House Bill 2807, by Rep. Maurice West, 
D-Rockford, would establish ranked choice voting 
in presidential primaries in Illinois. And House 
Bill 3749, by Rep. Kam Buckner, D-Chicago, 
would allow municipalities to use ranked choice 
voting if the municipality’s chief election authority 
submits a written statement saying they have the 
ability to conduct such an election.

Impact on elections
Supporters of ranked choice voting argue that 

it has several advantages over “plurality voting,” 
in which the person with the most votes after one 
round of counting wins regardless of whether that 
person has a majority.

One, they say, is that it reduces the number of 
“wasted” votes – that is, votes cast for candidates 
who drop out of the race after it’s too late to remove 
their name from the ballot. McReynolds said that 
is particularly true in presidential primaries in 
which a large field of candidates is winnowed 
down to just a few after the first few states cast 
ballots.

“In 2016, more than 2 million voters actually 
took the effort to vote for a candidate on the 
Republican side (after they had dropped out of 
the race). Their vote was lost,” she said. “In 2020, 
around 3 million to 4 million of Democrats – that’s 
the estimated (number) – had that same issue 
happen because lots of dropouts start happening 

after Super Tuesday in those periods of time.”
Under ranked choice voting, she said, even 

if a voter’s first choice is no longer in the race, 
their second or third choice could still count in 
subsequent rounds of counting.

Some advocates also say it can reduce the 
overall cost of certain elections by eliminating the 
need for runoffs, like the one coming up April 4 in 
the Chicago mayoral race.

“There are estimates that runoff elections 
cost the city between $25 and $35 million each 
time,” Buckner said. “And so this, if for no other 
reason, for financial reasons, being able to give us 
winners of both aldermanic and mayoral elections 
on the initial election date and to save some of 
those dollars and resources from the city and 
municipality.”

But Boone County Clerk Julie Bliss, speaking on 
behalf of the Illinois Association of County Clerks 
and Recorders, said there would be significant up-
front costs for local officials to buy the voting 
machines and software needed for ranked choice 
voting, as well as the cost of printing and mailing 
what would be much larger ballots.

“Expense and funding absolutely is going to be 
a question that all the local election authorities are 
going to have for you,” she told the committee. 
“… The initial cost of implementing something 
like this is going to be higher.”

Brian Pryor, deputy director of election 
operations at the Illinois State Board of Elections, 
said there are currently no voting systems in 
Illinois that could implement ranked choice voting 
immediately.

“Some systems are capable of conducting 
ranked choice voting but they require additional 
components or software, which would need to 
be certified for use in Illinois,” he said. “There 
are currently 16 jurisdictions that have no 
capability of implementing ranked choice voting. 
These jurisdictions would need to procure new 
equipment.”

The committee discussion of the three bills 
was “subject matter” only, meaning they did not 
come for a vote. They have been re-referred to the 
House Rules Committee, meaning they may face 
an uphill battle to be passed into law in the current 
General Assembly.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It is 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers statewide, 
as well as hundreds of radio and TV stations. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

BELVIDERE CEMETERY SPRING CLEAN UP
We will start Spring Clean Up on April 1st. Please pick up any Articles 
that you wish to save by this date. We will pick up cemetery greens and 
grave blankets before April 1st if the weather permits. Reminder that 

nothing should be placed on the actual grave during the summer months. 
We ask that you only have 2 items per grave. Please call the office at 

815-547-7642 with any questions.
Thank you, The Belvidere Cemetery

results,” Amber McReynolds, an elections 
expert and former elections director for the city 
and county of Denver, Colorado, told a House 
committee Wednesday. “It prioritizes and expands 
voter choice, it puts voters first, and it improves 
the voting experience for all.”

The proposals facing Illinois lawmakers 
are subject to change as they move through the 
legislative process. 
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Madigan Looms Large 
In Trial of Ex-Comed 
Lobbyists, Exec  

Trial’s second day included hours of 
opening arguments, first witness 

By Hannah Meisel Capitol News Illinois 
Former Illinois House Speaker Michael Madi-

gan isn’t set to go on trial for racketeering and 
corruption charges until next summer, but his de-
cades of power in Illinois government and politics 
loomed large Wednesday as opening arguments 
got underway in a related case. 

Madigan’s name was uttered hundreds of times 
as a federal prosecutor laid out the government’s 
case against the former speaker’s longtime allies 
– three ex-lobbyists and a former executive of 
electric utility Commonwealth Edison – who are 
alleged to have orchestrated a yearslong bribery 
scheme to influence the powerful former speaker. 

Madigan’s many mentions continued as attor-
neys for the four defendants narrated their clients’ 
version of events, and as the government called 
its first witness, a former Democratic state repre-
sentative who served for a decade in the Illinois 
House under Madigan. 

For most of the last three years, Madigan has 
also been known by a different name given to him 
by the feds in charging documents: “Public Offi-
cial A.” And as Public Official A, prosecutors al-
lege Madigan was the central figure in ComEd’s 
eight-year effort to curry favor with the speaker, 
trading jobs and contracts at the utility for Madi-
gan’s political allies in exchange for lucrative leg-
islative wins. 

Madigan’s longtime close friend and ComEd 
lobbyist Mike McClain, his co-defendants and fel-
low former lobbyists Jay Doherty and John Hook-
er, along with ex-ComEd CEO Anne Pramaggiore, 
maintain their actions on behalf of the utility were 
merely part of perfectly legal, business-as-usual 
lobbying efforts. 

McClain’s attorney, Patrick Cotter, accused 
the government of carrying out “an exceptionally 
goal-driven investigation,” focused on the outset 
to “find something to get to” Madigan.  

“This investigation was about him,” Cotter 
said. “And that zealousness – what I would char-
acterize as overzealousness – led the government 
to see what they wanted to see…everything be-
gins to look like a crime.” 

Over the next six to eight weeks, jurors will 
hear from approximately 70 witnesses, and hear 
more than 100 recordings from wiretapped phone 
calls and secretly taped meetings, prosecutors said 
Wednesday. Both the government and defense at-
torneys previewed how they would use those re-
cordings to prove their arguments and mentioned 
a few key witnesses they’re eager for the jury to 
hear. 

Also on Wednesday, jurors became familiar 
with the faces of central figures in the case, in-
cluding Madigan and the defendants, all pulled 
from their driver’s license pictures kept on file 
with the Secretary of State. 

McClain’s attorney jokingly declared the pub-
lic display of the typically unflattering photos as 
among the many “hard consequences” of getting 
charged with a federal crime. 

“I mean those photos, holy cats,” Cotter said. 
“That’s a real penalty.” 

 
Bribes or ‘real-world’ lobbying? 
In the summer of 2020, ComEd entered into a 

deferred prosecution agreement with the govern-
ment. It allowed the utility to avoid direct charges 
if it paid a $200 million fine and cooperated with 

the feds’ investigation of the alleged bribery 
scheme. But the jury won’t be told of that deal 
during the trial in order to not bias their judgment 
of defendants’ actions. 

Instead, prosecutors must prove their case from 
the ground up. In the government’s opening state-
ment Wednesday morning, Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Sarah Streicker characterized the case as open 
and shut. 

“It’s just that simple,” Streicker said repeatedly, 
parroting McClain’s own words from a recording 
made on his wiretapped cell phone in the course 
of the government’s investigation. 

“Madigan wanted, defendants gave and defen-
dants got,” Streicker said, summing up the feds’ 
theory.  

Beginning in 2011, ComEd successfully 
pushed through a trio of major legislation. First 
up was the utility’s so-called Smart Grid law that 
established what would prove to be lucrative “for-
mula rates,” the profits from which ComEd used 
to update its aging electricity delivery infrastruc-
ture.  

Then in 2013, ComEd went back to Springfield 
with another legislative proposal after the Illinois 
Commerce Commission proved a roadblock in 
fully implementing the Smart Grid law. Then-
Gov. Pat Quinn vetoed both of those measures, 
but the Democratically controlled legislature 
overrode his veto both times. 

And in 2016, ComEd and parent company Ex-
elon pushed for the Future Energy Jobs Act, which 
provided state subsidies to Exelon in order to keep 
two of the company’s nuclear power plants open. 

Streicker tied the passage of those major pieces 
of legislation to the timing of key ComEd con-
tracts for Madigan’s political allies.  

From 2011 to 2018, four of those allies received 
lobbying subcontracts through defendant Doherty, 
who had long lobbied for ComEd before the Chi-
cago City Council and in Cook County. They in-
cluded former Chicago Aldermen Frank Olivo 
of the city’s 13th Ward and Mike Zalewski Sr. of 
the 23rd Ward. Those districts made up much of 
Madigan’s state legislative district on Chicago’s 
southwest side. The other contract recipients were 
Ed Moody and Ray Nice, two of Madigan’s top 
precinct captains for the 13th Ward where he still 
serves as Democratic Committeeman in the local 
party.  

Those subcontracts were worth between $4,500 
and $5,000 each month, but the feds allege the 
four did “little to no work” for that money. 

Additionally, Streicker cited as a key part of the 
alleged bribe a 2011-era ComEd contract for the 
law firm of longtime Madigan ally Victor Reyes, 
which McClain intervened to have renewed, as 
well as directives for the utility’s intern program 
to always set aside 10 spots for young people from 
the 13th ward. 

Madigan’s nearly two-year push for business 
executive Juan Ochoa to be placed on ComEd’s 
board of directors – the eventual 2019 appoint-
ment itself a favor to another politician – is also 
part of prosecutors’ central theory of the bribe. 

But defense attorneys had alternative explana-
tions for what the government deemed “corrupt 
acts.” 

“Mike (McClain) and these other defendants – 
they live in the real world, not the world of the 
government’s theory,” Cotter said. “The govern-
ment’s dark, dark theory where everything is ex-
plained by a few jobs.” 

Anne Pramaggiore’s attorney, Scott Lassar, 
sought to prove his client couldn’t have been 
engaged in bribing Madigan, as she never had 
confidence any of the ComEd-pushed legislation 
would pass. She knew, Lassar said, Madigan was 
never a fan of utilities, and so ComEd’s legislative 
strategy was not to influence Madigan but to “box 
him in” by lobbying rank-and-file members of the 
General Assembly.  

In order to do that, ComEd invested millions of 
dollars for dozens of both in-house and contract 
lobbyists. Lassar said that all that work doesn’t 
square with the government’s theory that the utili-
ty “had Mike Madigan in their pocket.”  

“Did Anne forget that she was bribing Madigan 
and forget to ask for help?” Lassar quipped. 

The defense also defended ComEd’s key leg-
islative wins, saying they weren’t just good for 
ComEd’s bottom line, but also good for ComEd 
customers, who have seen fewer power outages 
after the Smart Grid upgrades took the utility’s 
electricity infrastructure from one of the nation’s 
least reliable to a model. 

Hooker’s attorney, Jacqueline Jacobson, used 
some of her opening statement to go after gov-
ernment cooperator Fidel Marquez, who had 
been ComEd’s senior vice president of external 
and governmental affairs – the same job Hooker 
held prior to his retirement to contract lobbying in 
2011. In that job, both Marquez and Hooker be-
fore him were tasked with overseeing the dozens 
of lobbyists employed by and contracted with the 
utility. 

After federal agents approached Marquez in 
early 2019 with some preliminary evidence they 
had found when looking into lobbying subcon-
tracts under Doherty, Marquez agreed to cooper-
ate and wear a wire, which continued for months. 
But Jacobson said Marquez took the government’s 
deal after learning he could face years in prison 
“even though he didn’t think he’d done anything 
illegal.” 

“Marquez took the sure thing, the get-out-of-
jail-free card,” Jacobson said. “Marquez is a man 
who lies to benefit himself.” 

Doherty’s attorney, Gabrielle Sansonetti, took 
that theory further, acknowledging to the jury that 
“there should’ve been more oversight” on the lob-
bying subcontracts – not from Doherty himself, 
but ComEd. 

“The one guy responsible for all this oversight? 
You might have already guessed: Fidel Marquez,” 
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Legal Notices

Assumed names

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING LLC,  Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 2022FC93
MICHAEL J. BRENNAN; WEST GROVE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF PATRICIA 
BRENNAN; KRISTEN AANERUD; JENNIFER AANERUD; LAURA 
VANGORKUM A.K.A LAURI VANGORKUM; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendant(s).  
Property Address: 5000 TRILLIUM TRAIL, UNIT 5-B POPLAR 
GROVE, IL 61065

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is 

hereby given you, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF PATRICIA 
BRENNAN; MICHAEL J. BRENNAN; KRISTEN AANERUD; 
JENNIFER AANERUD; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS ; , defendants in the above entitled cause, that suit has been 
commenced against you and other defendants in the Circuit Court for the 
Judicial Circuit by said plaintiff praying for the foreclosure of a certain 
mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to wit:

UNIT 5B OF WEST GROVE CONDOMINIUMS AS DELINEATED 
ON A SURVEY OF CERTAIN LOTS OR PART THEREOF IN THE 
PLAT OF WEST GROVE SUBDIVISION PLAT NO. 1, BEING A 
SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (1/4) OF 
THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (1/4), PART OF THE NORTH HALF 
(1/2) OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (1/4) AND PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER (1/4) OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (1/4) 
ALL IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 45 NORTH, RANGE 3 EAST OF 
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED SEPTEMBER 15, 2004 AS DOCUMENT NO. 
2004R10950 IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF BOONE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, WHICH SURVEY IS ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT “B” TO THE 
DECLARATION OF CONDOMINIUM OWNERSHIP RECORDED 
AS DOCUMENT NO. 05R05475 IN BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
TOGETHER WITH AN  UNDIVIDED PERCENTAGE INTEREST IN 
THE COMMON ELEMENTS, APPURTENANT TO SAID UNIT, AS 
SET FORTH IN SAID DECLARATION, AMENDED FROM TIME TO 
TIME; SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

P.I.N.: 03-23-457-038 NEW; 03-23-455-001 OLD
Said property is commonly known as 5000 TRILLIUM TRAIL, UNIT 

5-B, POPLAR GROVE, IL 61065 and which said mortgage(s) was/were 
made  and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds as Document 
Number 2006R10666, and for other relief; that Summons was duly issued 
out of the above Court against you as provided by law and that said suit is 
now pending.

NOW THEREFORE, unless you, the said above named defendants, 
file your answer to the complaint in the said suit or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at Boone County 
on or before APRIL 10, 2023, a default may be taken against you at any 
time after that date and a Judgment entered in accordance with the prayer 
of said complaint.  E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.  To e-file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider.  If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp.  

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO SAVE YOUR HOME – DO NOT IGNORE 
THIS DOCUMENT.  By order of the Chief Judge of the Seventeenth 
Judicial Circuit, this case is subject to Residential Mortgage Foreclosure 
Mediation Program.  For further information on the mediation process, 
please see the NOTICE OF MANDATORY MEDIATION on file with 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court by contacting the Plaintiff’s attorney at the 
address listed below.

This communication is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Diaz Anselmo & Associates, LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1771 West Diehl Road, Suite 120
Naperville, IL 60563
Telephone: (630) 453-6960
Facsimile: (630) 428-4620
Attorney No. Cook 64727, DuPage 293191
Service E-mail: midwestpleadings@dallegal.com
6088-930720
Published in The Boone County Journal March 9, 16, 23

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: ARRIAN JADA PASLEY, minor   No. 21-JA-06
ANDRE PASLEY, Unknown Fathers and All Whom It May Concern

ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on MARCH 1, 2023, a petition was filed under 

the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court 
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Arrian Jada Pasley, minor; 
and that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 2:00 P.M. 
central daylight time on 4/20/2023 & 5/25/23; or as soon thereafter as 
this cause may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM 
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A 
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE 
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE 
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the 
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.

Dated:  March 7, 2023 Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal:  3/16, 3/23, 3/30 – C 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: O’MARION J. PASLEY, minor    No. 21-JA-06 
ANDRE PASLEY, Unknown Fathers and All Whom It May Concern

ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on MARCH 1, 2023, a petition was filed under the 

JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 601 
North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of 
Boone County entitled “In the Interest of O’Marion J. Pasley, minor; 
and that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 2:00 P.M. 
central daylight time on 4/20/2023 & 5/25/23; or as soon thereafter as 
this cause may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM 
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A 

STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE COUNTY      
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION

No. DBA4132  - The undersigned person(s) do hereby certify that a 
TRUCK PARKING business is or is to be conducted or transacted under 
the name of DC TRUCK PARKING that its location is or will be at 
3060 Grant Highway in Belvidere in the County of Boone County, State 
of Illinois, and that the true or real name(s) of the person(s) owning, 
conducting, or transacting the same with the post office address or address 
of said person(s) is shown below. 

Phone Number: 815-540-9855
James L Dawson, 11595 Olson Road, Belvidere, IL 61008
I, Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk And Recorder of Boone County, in the 

State aforesaid, do the hereby certify that the within is a true and correct 
copy of an Assumed Name Certificate on file in my office.  Dated:  Friday, 
March 10, 2023, Julie A Bliss, County Clerk and Recorder     

Published in Boone County Journal 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 - P

GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE 
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE 
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the 
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.

Dated:  March 7, 2023 Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal:  3/16, 3/23, 3/30 – C 

CITY OF BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ANNUAL BUDGET ORDINANCE
Notice is hereby given that the corporate authority of the City of 

Belvidere, Illinois will hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
April 3, 2023 on Ordinance 622H, the proposed annual Budget Ordinance 
for the 2023-2024 fiscal year.  The Public Hearing shall take place in the 
City Council Chambers, 401 Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois.

Copies of the proposed annual Budget Ordinance are accessible 
for examination by the public during business hours at the office of the 
Belvidere City Clerk, 401 Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois.

City of Belvidere, Illinois
Sarah Turnipseed, City Clerk
Published in The Boone County Journal: 3/23/23

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
BOONE COUNTY - BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS 

WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF 
BEAR STEARNS ASSET BACKED SECURITIES I TRUST 2007-AC2, 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-AC2,

PLAINTIFF 
VS. Case No.:  2022FC50
TIM MILLER AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR NINA 

MCKINNEY, U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
INDENTURE TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF 
THE TERWIN MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-9SL, ASSET-BACKED 
SECURITIES, SERIES 2007-9SL , ANDRE P BONNER JR, JONATHAN 
B MCKINNEY, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF NINA 
MCKINNEY; UNKNOWN OWNERS GENERALLY, AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS.

DEFENDANTS Property Address:
2213 Oakbrook Drive
Belvidere, IL 61008

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is 

hereby given to Andre P Bonner Jr, Jonathan B McKinney, Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Nina McKinney and Unknown Owners, and Non Record 
Claimants, Defendants in the above-entitled action, that a Complaint for 
Foreclosure and Other Relief has been commenced in the Circuit Court of 
Boone County, by said Plaintiff against you and other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of certain mortgages conveying the premises legally 
described as follows:

LOT 24 AS DESIGNATED UPON AMENDED PLAT OF PLAT 
NO. 1 OF OAKBROOK WOODS, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF PART 
OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 43 NORTH, 
RANGE 3 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, THE PLAT 
OF WHICH IS RECORDED FEBRUARY 25, 1999 AS DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 99-01883 IN THE RECORDER`S OFFICE OF BOONE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

P.I.N.:  07-02-126-025
COMMON ADDRESS:  2213 Oakbrook Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008
And which mortgages were made by Nina McKinney a/k/a Nina 

B. McKinney, as Mortgagor(s); and given to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Opteum Financial Services, LLC 
as Mortgagee; to wit: that certain “Mortgage” dated (a) 11/06/2006, and 
recorded as Document No.2006R13078, that Summons was duly issued out 
of said court against you as provided by law, and that the said Complaint is 
now pending for foreclosure of said mortgages and for other relief.

Now, therefore, unless you Andre P Bonner Jr, Jonathan B McKinney, 
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Nina McKinney and Unknown Owners, 
and Non Record Claimants, file your Appearance and Answer to the 
Complaint in said action in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Boone County, Chancery Division, on or before April  24, 2023, default 
may be entered against you at any time after that day and a judgment 
entered in accordance with the prayer for relief in said Complaint.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Kluever Law Group, LLC
225 West Washington Street Suite 1550
Chicago, IL 60606
312-236-0077 
courtresults@klueverlawgroup.com
Atty. No. 6275308
6088-931164

Published in The Boone County Journal: 3/23/23

SECTION 000035 - BID NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

FOR NORTH BOONE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200
The following bid notice was published by North Boone Community 

Unit School District 200:
The North Boone Community Unit School District 200 Board of 

Education is accepting bids for mechanical upgrades to existing school 
buildings.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Scope of Work includes the removal and replacement of existing 

air handling units and installation of new rooftop units and roof-mounted 
condensing units at Capron Elementary School, Manchester Elementary 
School, and Poplar Grove Elementary School. The scope of work 
includes, but is not limited to, electrical, masonry, interior finish, and 
roof structure, and roofing system work associated with the mechanical 
equipment replacement, as indicated in the Bid Documents.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
The work is to be performed at the three (3) school buildings and is 
scheduled to take place between June 2023 and August 2024.

Complete sets of the Bid Documents may be obtained beginning 
March 21, 2023, from the District’s Architect, Cashman Stahler Group, 
Inc. by emailing a request to Gregory Stahler at gstahler@cashmanstahler.
com. Bid Documents will be made available to all Bidders who confirm 
they meet or exceed the District’s bid qualifications.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for 10:00 A.M., Tuesday, March 
28, 2023, in the District Administrative Offices located at 6248 N. 
Boone School Road, Poplar Grove, Illinois. All Prospective Bidders 
are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Meeting. All Prospective Bidders 
are required to visit the project sites prior to the submission of a Bid 
Proposal.

The public bid opening is anticipated at 10:00 A.M., Tuesday, April 
11, 2023, in the District Administrative Offices located at 6248 N. Boone 
School Road, Poplar Grove, Illinois.  Prior to the public bid opening, 
sealed bids will be received by 10:00 A.M., Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 
the District Administrative Offices.

The Owner reserves the right to accept or reject any, and all bids, and 
to waive informalities to any bid when such is deemed by the Owner to 
be in the Owner’s best interest.

This invitation is issued in the name of North Boone Community 
Unit School District 200.

Published in The Boone County Journal: 3/23/23

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters, Residents of Flora 

Township, in the County of Boone and State of Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said Town will take place on Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 
at the hour of 6:00 p.m. at Flora Township Office, 3100 Town Hall 
Road, Belvidere, for the transaction of miscellaneous business of said 
Town, and after a moderator having been elected, will proceed to hear 
and consider reports of officers, and decide on such measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, comes before the meeting.
Dated March 20, 2023
Kenneth Freeman, Flora Township Supervisor
Published in The Boone County Journal March 23 and 30

Sansonetti said, claiming that when the feds dis-
covered Marquez failed to do his oversight job, 
“he passed the buck, he became an informant.” 

But the government’s opening arguments – 
and their initial questioning of former State Rep. 
Carol Sente, D-Vernon Hills – sought to illustrate 
for the jury the amount of power Madigan wield-
ed, not just as speaker of the Illinois House, but 
also as chair of the Democratic Party of Illinois 
and a prolific fundraiser for Democrats. 

“In short, if Madigan wanted to stop a piece 
of legislation, he could kill it in any number of 
ways,” Streicker said. “At the same time…he 
controlled the purse strings for Democrats. They 
needed him to get elected and get re-elected…He 
held enormous power over the other legislators.” 

As for McClain, Streicker called him a “dou-
ble agent” on behalf of both ComEd and Madi-
gan, who infamously did not own a cell phone or 
use email. 

“When you heard something from McClain, 
you know it came from Madigan,” Streicker said.  

The trial is scheduled to continue with ques-
tioning of Sente at 10 a.m. Thursday. 

 Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers state-
wide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV sta-
tions. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Foun-
dation. 

ADOPTION NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF BOONE 2023-AD-2. 

In the matter of the Petition for Adoption of GRAYSON DOMINIC 
ZARCONE, a male child, 

To Geno Zarcone, and All Whom It May Concern:
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition was filed in the Circuit Court of Boone 

County, Illinois, for the adoption of a minor child named GRAYSON 
DOMINIC ZARCONE.

NOW THEREFORE, unless you, and all whom it may concern, file 
your answer to the Petition in the action or otherwise file your appearance 
therein in said Circuit Court of Boone County, in the City of Belvidere, 
Illinois on or before the 24th day of April, 2023, a default may be entered 
against you any time after that day and a Judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said Petition.

Dated: March 22, 2023 Pamela Coduto, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court 

ZIMMERMAN & WALSH, LLP
Attorney Erin E. Walsh, #6279993
1707 East State Street
Rockford, IL 61104
Phone: 815-399-1400
Fax: 815-399-9440
eew@zimwalsh.com
Published in Boone County Journal  3/23, 3/30, 4/6 
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Continued on Page 8

Wiretaps Show 
Madigan, Forced Ally 
Out Of Legislature To 
Protect Himself 

Government uses recordings, witnesses 
to portray ex-speaker as all-powerful in 
Springfield  

By Hannah Meisel  Capitol News Illinois 
In fall 2018, longtime former State Rep. Lou 

Lang, D-Skokie, received a phone call from Mike 
McClain, who had spent decades lobbying for 
electric utility Commonwealth Edison after 10 
years in the General Assembly. 

McClain was delivering a message from House 
Speaker Michael Madigan, who was worried Lang 
was becoming a liability to his Democratic caucus 
– a liability the now-former speaker would rather 
not deal with after the year he’d already had.  

Earlier in 2018, a former campaign staffer pub-
licly accused Madigan of failing to address her 
complaints of sexual harassment by her colleague 
in the speaker’s political organization. And a few 
months later, Madigan was forced to axe his long-
time chief of staff over his alleged harassment of 
subordinates. 

Read more: One year after Madigan’s 
indictment, former speaker’s allies prepare for 
trial

Lang had already been publicly accused of 
harassment and bullying in May of that year, 
although the allegations proved thin. Lang came 
out of the experience mostly unscathed, hoping 
for a quick comeback after giving up his House 
leadership position – a face-saving move he 
expected to be only temporary. 

But McClain called Lang with some bad news: 
Another woman was threatening to come forward 
with harassment allegations if Lang was reinstat-
ed to a leadership position. What’s more, Madigan 
wanted Lang to resign from office to become a 
lobbyist. 

“So this is no longer me talking,” McClain said 
in that Nov. 2018 call. “I’m an agent of somebody 
that cares deeply about you, who thinks that you 
really oughta move on.” 

“Agent,” as used by McClain, is exactly how 
federal prosecutors want the jury to think of the 
defendant in the trial where he and three others 
stand accused of bribing Madigan with jobs and 
contracts for the speaker’s political allies in ex-
change for legislation favorable – and lucrative – 
to ComEd. 

Read more: Madigan looms large in trial of ex-
ComEd lobbyists, exec

Government lawyers played several other 
recordings of calls from McClain’s cell phone 
that they had wiretapped in 2018 and 2019. They 
included a call where his directives from Madigan 
were confirmed by the speaker himself. 

“You know, I think the guy’s going to be a con-
tinuing problem, that’s my expectation,” Madigan 
said of Lang. “And I mean, you can understand 
my position, right? I have to sit and think…do I 
appoint him to the leadership or not?” 

In federal court Thursday, Lang testified that 
after McClain’s call and a subsequent meeting 
with Madigan, he understood that he’d never 
achieve his ultimate ambition in his legislative ca-
reer: rising from third-most senior leader in the 
House to deputy majority leader and eventually 
House speaker. 

“It was very clear to me that there had been a 
decision made by the speaker that I was not going 
to move up in the ranks, and the reputation I had 
built over 32 years was not going to avail me to 

much progress in my career,” Lang said Thursday 
during government questioning. 

During cross-examination, McClain attorney 
Pat Cotter said it was understandable that Madi-
gan wouldn’t want “someone in leadership who 
was at that point facing a second sexual harass-
ment claim.” 

But Lang declined to acknowledge he was 
facing harassment claims at the time, employing 
the line “just because someone says there was an 
allegation does not make it true.” He especially 
chafed at Cotter’s later use of the word “charges.” 

“I was not facing sexual harassment charges,” 
Lang said testily. “And I’ll tell you right here in 
federal court that I resent the allegation and the 
inference.” 

Calls between Madigan and McClain men-
tioned they’d been informed of the harassment 
claims against Lang by the former top attorney 
in the speaker’s office at the time, Heather Wier 
Vaught. Wier Vaught on Thursday confirmed the 
existence of those 2018-era harassment claims 
surrounding Lang. 

“I don’t dispute that more than one person 
came forward with allegations against Lou,” she 
told Capitol News Illinois, noting those individ-
uals whose claims never were made public had a 
right to privacy. 

Lang eventually resigned from the House in 
January 2019, shortly before taking the oath of 
office in what would have been his 17th term in 
the legislature. He immediately began lobbying 
his former colleagues – a long-common practice 
in Springfield. 

Cotter did get some favorable testimony out of 
Lang when he affirmed that he was not “punished” 
by Madigan because he didn’t vote for ComEd’s 
signature legislation in 2011. He also said he nev-
er saw Madigan do “anything special” to ensure 
that bill or the utility’s two other major legislative 
priorities pass in 2013 and 2016. 

“In my entire 32-year career, Mike Madigan 
never ordered me to do anything,” Lang said of 
his experience with the speaker. 

In playing other snippets of McClain’s calls, 
the government sought to discredit the arguments 
made in the defense’s opening statements the day 
prior, in which Cotter said McClain’s and Madi-
gan’s close relationship wasn’t evidence of any 
conspiracy. 

“Do you call your friends for advice?” Cot-
ter asked the jury Wednesday. “Do you call your 
friends at work? When you do that, are you enter-
ing a conspiracy or is that friendship? I’d argue 
it’s the very nature of friendship.” 

Over a handful of recordings, the government 
let McClain’s words speak for themselves as the 
former lobbyist explained who his true client was. 

“I finally came to peace with that maybe 20 
years ago when I convinced myself that my client 
is the speaker,” McClain said in a call to a top 
staffer in Madigan’s office, who said he was strug-
gling with always making decisions with Madi-
gan’s best interest in mind.  

“My client is not ComEd, my client is not 
(the Chicago Board Options Exchange), my cli-
ent is not Walgreens, my client is the speaker,” 
McClain said in the call. “…If that’s the way you 
think, if that’s the way 
you frame your talking 
points, (Madigan will) 
never second-guess 
you.” 

Other recordings in-
cluded McClain refer-
ring to an increase in 
“assignments” given to 
him by Madigan after 

his official retirement as ComEd’s top contract 
lobbyist in 2016. McClain thereafter became a 
consultant for the utility instead. 

Earlier on Thursday, the jury heard testimony 
from former State Reps. Carol Sente, D-Vernon 
Hills, and Scott Drury, D-Highwood, both of 
whom said they were punished by Madigan when 
they refused to go along with their Democratic 
colleagues. Drury had refused to vote for Madi-
gan when he ran for a 17th term as House speak-
er in 2017, an intra-caucus vote that for most of 
Madigan’s career had been both unanimous and a 
foregone conclusion. 

Drury has loudly – and sometimes proudly – 
complained that after his refusal to vote for Madi-
gan the speaker declined to send him a custom 
engraved clock given to all the other members 
of his caucus commemorating Madigan’s tenure. 
Neither prosecutors nor defense attorneys asked 
Drury about that episode on Thursday, but Dru-
ry testified that he’d not been given any sort of 
committee chair assignment and none of his bills 
passed during that two-year term. 

Sente testified that she believed a committee 
chairmanship role – which included a stipend – 
was taken away from her in 2015 as punishment 
for things like pushing for term limits on legis-
lative leaders and voting against a Madigan-pro-
posed constitutional amendment to allow a “mil-
lionaires’ tax.” 

After Sente agreed with Cotter’s question that 
it was “reasonable” for members of the Demo-
cratic caucus to vote with generally Democratic 
policies, he asked if it was “reasonable for there to 
be consequences for members who don’t go along 
with their party.” 

“I’m not sure I agree with that,” Sente said.  
Cotter pointed out that Sente’s committee chair 

job was restored 10 months later. 
“This is all politics, isn’t it Ms. Sente?” Cotter 

asked. 
“So I learned,” Sente said. 
Trial will resume at 10 a.m. on Monday. 
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

news service covering state government and 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

‘You’re A Street 
Fighter,’ Madigan 
Confidant Counseled 
Former Speaker: 
Wiretapped Call 

Jury hears 16 more recorded calls; Rep. 
says Madigan ruled ‘through fear and 
intimidation’ 

By Hannah Meisel Capitol News Illinois
Facing a perceived betrayal during a make-

or-break election season in 2018, former Illinois 
House Speaker Michael Madigan called the 
person he often sought counsel from: longtime 
friend and confidant Mike McClain.

Several Democratic candidates running for the 
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state Senate were using lines in their campaign ads 
explicitly calling for “term limits for leaders like 
Mike Madigan.” The candidates all used that same 
exact phrase in materials paid for by a fund run by 
Madigan’s counterpart in the other chamber of the 
legislature, then-Senate President John Cullerton.

McClain advised Madigan to not do anything 
– at least for 24 to 48 hours, while the speaker’s 
“agents” stepped in to “give (Cullerton) body 
blows,” according to a September 2018 recording of 
a wiretapped phone call that was played for a federal 
jury on Monday in a case where McClain and three 
others stand accused of bribing the former speaker.

As one of Madigan’s “agents,” he’d already 
sent Cullerton a text, he told Madigan. But he 
advised Madigan to approach Cullerton about the 
ads “sooner rather than later,” and gave him a vote 
of confidence.

“I mean, I know you got a law degree but you’re 
more of a street fighter than anybody knows, 
except for maybe guys like me,” McClain told his 
friend. “And if you want to put the squeeze on the 
guy you could hurt him pretty badly.”

Eventually the ads were nixed from the air 
after pressure from Democrats’ most consistent 
campaign funder, organized labor.

McClain, a longtime contract lobbyist for 
electric utility Commonwealth Edison, is facing 
bribery and racketeering charges along with two 
other former ComEd lobbyists – John Hooker and 
Jay Doherty – and the utility’s former CEO, Anne 
Pramaggiore. 

On Monday, jurors in the case heard 16 more 
recordings from McClain’s wiretapped phone in 
2018 and 2019, along with testimony from one 
of the FBI agents charged with investigating 
Madigan as far back as 2014. They also heard 
lengthy questioning of a ComEd executive not 
involved with the alleged bribery, and a current 
Democratic House member.

State Rep. Bob Rita, D-Blue Island, testified that 
in the 18 years he and Madigan overlapped in the 
House, he’d been loyal to the former speaker. But 
he also pulled no punches when describing how 
the former speaker exercised his power over both 
the Illinois House and through his vast political 
reach as chairman of the state’s Democratic Party.

“Through fear and intimidation,” Rita said.
And when asked by Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Sarah Streicker if he’d personally experienced 
that aggressive tactic, Rita responded, “yes.”

Rita, who was first elected to the House in 
2002, now serves as the chair of the House’s 
powerful Executive Committee, and in 2016 he 
sponsored the Future Energy Jobs Act – one of 
ComEd’s signature legislative initiatives at the 
heart of the government’s case against the utility’s 
ex-lobbyists and CEO.

Prosecutors had also wanted to question 
Rita about his sponsorship of major gambling 
expansion legislation, and in court filings had 
contended Madigan once pointed to McClain in a 
meeting and told Rita, “he will guide you.”

But Judge Harry Leinenweber prohibited 
the government from introducing the gambling 
legislation issue to the jury, siding with the defense 
that the testimony would be “prejudicial.”

Rita testified that Madigan “had total control” 
over both the Illinois House and the state party, 
and one of the reasons for that political control 
was that the speaker “was very good at raising 
money.”

Without Madigan’s political help, “it could be 
very, very difficult” for a Democratic candidate to 
win a seat in the House, Rita said.

Rita’s testimony began late Monday afternoon 
and is expected to continue Tuesday morning.

Earlier in the day, the jury heard lengthy testimony 
from Scott Vogt, ComEd’s current vice president of 

strategy, energy policy and revenue initiatives.
Prosecutors questioned Vogt to establish basic 

history for the jury about ComEd’s business over 
the last two decades. Vogt went in depth about 
how the utility had been preparing for possible 
bankruptcy in 2006.

ComEd’s financial position had been “dire,” 
Vogt said, as a result of a rate freeze put into place 
alongside Illinois’ electricity deregulation law in 
2007. Because ComEd couldn’t increase what it 
was charging customers in accordance with the 
cost of energy the utility was buying, Vogt said 
ComEd couldn’t make investments necessary to 
improve reliability for customers.

In 2006, ComEd executives were worried 
that a bill to extend the rate freeze would pass 
the legislature. But the utility scored a win in 
Springfield and ComEd was allowed to seek a 
rate increase in 2007, after the original 10-year 
rate freeze expired.

But just because the rate freeze was over didn’t 
mean the utility could get the rate increases it 
was seeking. ComEd went before the Illinois 
Commerce Commission three times in the next 
five years and each of the 11-month processes 
yielded a rate increase far short of the $300 million 
hike the utility requested. 

ComEd’s 2007 rate increase case, for example, 
ended with the ICC only approving an $8 million 
increase in electric rates – less than 3 percent of 
what the utility said it needed. Their next attempt 
yielded $73 million in rate increases, still far short 
of the figure ComEd believed was necessary.

ComEd’s lobbying efforts scored the utility 
a few more wins in the next few years. Those 
included laws like the Illinois Power Agency Act 
in 2007 and a 2009 law that allowed the utility 
to recoup the costs of “bad debt,” where ComEd 
had given up on trying to chase payments from 
customers who hadn’t paid their electric bills. 
Both laws helped improve ComEd’s bottom line.

But the utility’s fortunes really turned 
with the passage of the Energy Infrastructure 
Modernization Act in 2011 – another of the laws 
central to the government’s theory of ComEd’s 
alleged bribery scheme. Included in that law, 
also known as “Smart Grid” legislation, was an 
overhaul of the way consumer electric rates were 
calculated. The new process, known as formula 
ratemaking, created a new tool for ComEd to 
recoup what it said was the true cost of running 
and improving electric service for its customers in 
northern Illinois.

Formula ratemaking, unlike traditional 
ratemaking, provided for more stable revenues 
for the utility, Vogt said, and allowed ComEd 
to massively upgrade its infrastructure and save 
customers money. Watchdog groups dispute the 
utility’s claim and say the cost of energy has come 
down across the board in the last decade.

Even so, Vogt touted formula ratemaking 
as having “tremendously improved” ComEd’s 
financial picture and having allowed the utility to 
invest in infrastructure and technology that has 
improved both costs and reliability. 

However, the 2011 law included a provision 
that automatically “sunset” the formula rates a 
few years after they first took effect, necessitating 
ComEd to go back to the General Assembly to ask 
for the renewal of formula rates.

Vogt said.
Defense attorneys, however, tried to zoom out 

on the government’s narrative, pointing to those 
earlier legislative wins in 2007 and 2009 that came 
before the formula rates in 2011 – when ComEd is 
first alleged to have bribed Madigan.

Daniel Craig, an attorney for Pramaggiore, 
asked Vogt why Madigan didn’t kill those earlier 
wins for ComEd.

“After scoring those big wins in the Illinois 
House in 2006 and 2007, can you think of any 
reason why anyone at ComEd would think they 
needed to start bribing Mike Madigan in 2011?” 
Craig asked Vogt.

Government attorneys objected to his question, 
and Leinenweber sustained the objection.

“Nothing further,” Craig said.
The trail continues at 10 a.m. on Tuesday.
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation. 

Toward the end 
of Vogt’s lengthy 
testimony on Monday, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Julie Schwartz asked 
Vogt “what control” 
the sunset provision 
gave Madigan “over 
ComEd’s financial 
future.”

“A fair amount,” 

the final year. The abatement will be enhanced to 
10 years and be 85 percent for the first 5 years, 
and 50 percent for the second 5-year period. After 
10 years, the property owner will pay 100 percent 
of assessed property taxes with no abatement.

The purpose of the letter of commitment puts 
the project on a fast track, should Belvidere be 
chosen for the new site.  This will speed up the 
construction schedule, because the legal process 
of the abatement change will take 3 to 6 months 
and involve the State of Illinois. This way, the 
company can feel confident that this benefit will 
be established at some point in the future and will 
not need to wait for final approval, according to 
Mike Drella, Belvidere City Attorney.  “Project 
Yukon” is to make a decision on a location by 
June and begin construction by the fall of 2023. 
Belvidere is one of three cities being considered. 
The others being Beloit and Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

A representative of the Fortune 500 company, 
in a presentation to the city council, promised that 
the $1.2 billion project will have 450 new jobs. 
410 of thse jobs will pay $55,000 per year, and 
40 will pay $110,000 per year. These projections 
exceed the minimum criteria required to benefit 
from the second tier Enterprise Zone property tax 
abatement program. 
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