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Chickens Coops and 
Central Park
By David Larson

In the 19th Century,  south of the State Street 
Bridge and west of Downtown Belvidere, 
was a chicken farm with a boat landing on the 
Kishwaukee. This was the beginning of Boone 
County tourism! with Free-range chicken cuisine 
in a parklike setting that overlooked the river.   
London and Paris have since cultivated tourism 
along the Thames and Seine.  But look how far 
ahead we were!

Business thrived on the banks of the 
Kishwaukee River for years late in the 1800s, 
and was a favorite spot for local wives to 
frequent when they wanted a whole fryer chicken 
for Sunday dinner.  These were the days before 
supermarkets that appeared in the 1940s and 
1950s.  

When it was time to stock the larder, one 
would  hitch the team to visit the bakery and go 
to the farmers’ market to buy fresh vegetables for 
the dinner table.  Any extra would be canned for 
winter dinners.  One would also walk to the dairy 
or creamery for butter and cheese and milk or 
visit a local butcher for salt pork, a roast, or some 
of the spiced sausage and hickory-smoked bacon 
that was so good any time of the year.

But if poultry was on the menu, one could 
not go wrong by going down to the river and 
visiting the Fair Boat Landing for self-serve live 

Brutal Beatings, 
Abuse Plague State-
Run Mental Health 
Facility, Investigation 
Reveals 

Consequences are few as reports 
of heinous abuse continue at Choate

By Beth Hundsdorfer Capitol News Illinois 
      Molly Parker Lee Enterprises Midwest

This article was produced for ProPublica’s 
Local Reporting Network in partnership with Lee 
Enterprises, along with Capitol News Illinois. 
Sign up for Dispatches to get stories like this one 
as soon as they are published.

As Blaine Reichard rose from a breakfast table 
at the Choate Mental Health and Developmental 
Center in southern Illinois, a worker ordered him 
to pull up his sagging pants.

A 24-year-old man with autism and 
developmental disabilities, Reichard didn’t obey. 

“I’m a gangsta! This is how we do it where I 
am from!” responded Reichard, who, despite his 
defiance, still slept with a teddy bear. 

Investigators heard varying versions of what 
happened next, but multiple witnesses told the 
Illinois State Police that Reichard was held 
down by four mental health techs and repeatedly 
punched in the face, according to a state police 

Disruptive 
Poplar Grove 
Planning Meeting
By Mars Rinaldi

What should have been a fairly routine 
meeting of the Poplar Grove Planning and 
Zoning Commission descended into disorder on 
August 24th.

The single item on the agenda was an 
application for a Special Use Permit by Mr. Jose 
Tamayo to build an “off-street parking area” on 
his property at the corner of Poplar Grove Road 
and Orth Road. The land in question is zoned 
half General Business (GB) and half Residential 
(R-1).  The application and plans to build had 
already caused a stir among some residents of 
Poplar Grove; who posted signs along Poplar 
Grove Road decrying the plans, and took to 
social media with calls to attend the planning 
and zoning meeting to voice their concerns and 
opinions.

The open session of the Commission brought 
a packed house, with well over 20 in attendance, 
who were clearly ready to do just that. Eight 
residents signed up to make public comments, 
and only Attorney Natalie Barber was present 
representing Mr. Tamayo. The meeting was 
called to order, and Village Clerk Karri 
Anderberg explained how the meeting would be 
conducted. Ms. Barber would have five minutes 
to speak on behalf of the applicant, and those 
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Obituaries

Woodworking Power Tools for Sale
815-637-4051

Call for more information

2.3 million dollars in 
casino profits designated 

for local government 
have been collected since 
November 2021 according 

to the Rockford 
Register Star last week.
If Belvidere/Boone were 

getting its 20% that 
would be $460,000, 

but we are not.

Abuse     from page 1

Susan Gritzmacher, 88, Belvidere, August 28
Dennis Leonard, 67, Belvidere, September 2
Everett Worrell, 90, Belvidere, August 29

chicken--if you could run one down.  In addition 
to chickens and eggs, the poulterer sold fat and 
tasty pigeons fattened with the cracked corn of 
chicken feed.  Considered a traditional delicacy 
like pheasants and quails, a fresh-roasted pigeon 
was good eating.

There is an argument that thrives today in 
science laboratories and even among hunters 
across the nation.  One group suggests that 
pigeons are as valuable to the planet as rabbits 
and deer.  The other side of the argument attests 
that pigeons are nothing more than flying rodents 
who would be better extinct.  

Fat-breasted pigeons that are corn-fed and 
cared for in surroundings similar to what was 
found in the photograph are certain to be moist 
and flavorful, as much as a small roaster chicken.  
You be the judge. But chicken, eggs, and pigeons 
were not the only enterprises that thrived at this 
emporium along the river.

This mercantile wizard of the Kishwaukee 
River also provided ferry crossings and leisure 
boats for idle lovers or explorers who wanted 
to slowly paddle along the river on those long 
summer evenings over 100 years ago.  The 
banks of the Kishwaukee in those days were 
mostly undeveloped, and were home to wildlife. 
Muskrats, mink, ducks, geese, and fish were 
plentiful well into the 20th Century on the river. 
The river was a calm, natural, and beautiful place 
to reflect on life and the future in the middle of 
Belvidere.

report obtained under the Freedom of Information 
Act. Reichard cursed and spat, trying to fight 
back, which was met with more blows.

Reichard was dragged to his room and strapped 
to his bed, where a fellow resident told police 
he saw mental health tech Mark Allen pummel 
Reichard’s face; crime scene photos show blood 
splattered in his room. 

Allen also sent a text message, obtained by 
police, to a colleague: “we just got done strappin 
Blaine in… I f***** his world up this morning.” 
“U guys always do lol…,” she responded. 
Reichard told police that Allen threatened him 
with death if he reported the beating. 

A monthslong investigation by Capitol News 
Illinois, Lee Enterprises and ProPublica has found 
that the 2014 incident is one of many instances 
of mistreatment at the facility managed by the 
Illinois Department of Human Services.

Reporters reviewed thousands of pages of 
documents from IDHS and its inspector general; 
the Illinois State Police; officials in Union 
County, where the facility is located; and other 
entities. They also spoke with current and former 
employees and advocates, and with residents 
and their guardians, revealing a systemic pattern 
of patient abuse, neglect, humiliation and 
exploitation.

Over a 10-year period running through 2021, 
the state police opened at least 40 criminal 
investigations into alleged employee misconduct 
at Choate, more than at any of IDHS’ other 
southern Illinois facilities.

Using court records and police case files, 
reporters found that at least 26 Choate employees 
were arrested on felony charges over roughly the 
same period, including those accused of whipping, 
choking, punching and raping residents.   

In a statement to reporters, IDHS spokesperson 
Marisa Kollias acknowledged that the problems 
at Choate are the “result of longstanding, 
entrenched issues dating back decades.” She 
said the agency has “taken aggressive measures” 
to improve, including increasing staffing and 
training and appointing an independent legal 
advocacy organization to monitor conditions 
inside the facility.  

“The Perfect Victim”
The 270-bed facility near the small town 

of Anna serves people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, mental illnesses 
or a combination of disorders. Nearly 15% of 
residents with developmental disabilities have 
diagnoses in the severe or profound range; about 
10% are nonverbal. 
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CALENDAR FOR 2023 ELECTIONS
Primary Election – February 28, 2023 and Consolidated Election – 

April 4, 2023
One Alderman from each of Five Wards

Primary
First Day to Circulate Nominating Primary Petitions 

(Party) – August 30, 2022
Filing of Petitions 

 City Clerk’s Office – November 21 – 28, 2022
Consolidated

First Day to Circulate Nominating Primary Petitions 
(Party) – September 20, 2022

Filing of Petitions
City Clerk’s Office – December 12 – 19, 2022

Additional information may be obtained from the State Board of 
Elections’ website at

www.elections.il.gov or by contacting your election authority (Boone 
County Clerk at 815-544-3103) or the State Board of Elections in 
Springfield at 217-782-4141.

This information and all related documents have been provided to 
you as a public service. The City of Belvidere and its Clerk make no 
representation regarding the accuracy or validity of the forms you have 
received.  Please consult with an attorney before taking action based 
upon the candidate forms.  Anyone who uses them does so at his/her own 
risk.

“In essence, many of these individuals can 
be ‘the perfect victim’ for a crime because it is 
easy to cast doubt on someone who has mental 
challenges or can’t give a statement due to their 
mental health status,” said Tyler Tripp, the state’s 
attorney in Union County.

Records show that the IDHS inspector 
general’s office, the agency’s internal watchdog, 
investigated more than 1,500 reports to its hotline 
that alleged patient abuse or neglect by employees 
at Choate over a 10-year period ending in 2021. 
That’s more than any of the 12 other facilities 
operated by IDHS, some of which have more 
patients than Choate. Those reports include 
roughly 800 claims of physical abuse, 100 of 
sexual abuse and 600 of mental abuse, financial 
exploitation or neglect.

Internal investigators found about 5% of the 
cases to be substantiated, roughly in line with 
the statewide substantiation rate; but Choate has 
faced repeated criticisms for interfering in their 
investigations into alleged wrongdoing.

The number of abuse and neglect allegations 
from Choate reported annually to the inspector 
general has been climbing: There were more than 
200 reports in fiscal year 2021, more than double 
the number from fiscal year 2012. 

In addition to the charges of violence, 
reports from the inspector general and Union 
County court files show complaints, ruled to be 
substantiated, that staff tortured and humiliated 
patients, including one who was marched naked 
in front of peers for taking too long in the shower 
and another who was forced to drink an entire cup 
of hot sauce. 

Kollias said the agency is concerned about 
the volume of reports, but added that the high 
number of allegations could be a sign that staff 
and residents report potential misconduct at a 
higher rate than people at other facilities.  

Delayed Consequences
In the Reichard case, there was no call to the 

inspector general’s abuse hotline, despite a legal 
requirement to make that call. At least three shifts 
of workers came and went without raising an 
alarm, the police report showed. 

When security arrived on the unit Monday 
morning, Reichard greeted the officer and said, 
“Look what they did to me,” according to an 
employee who was on the unit but who is not 
authorized to speak publicly. 

Fifteen months would pass before anyone was 
arrested. In March 2016, Allen was charged with 
three felony counts of aggravated battery and 
intimidation; later that year, charges were filed 
against three other employees, Curt Ellis, Justin 
Butler and Eric Bittle, for helping conceal the 

abuse and lying to the police. 
But ultimately no one was held criminally 

responsible for the beating. Court records show 
that Ellis, Butler and Bittle all cut deals to plead 
guilty to misdemeanors. And nearly seven years 
after Reichard’s assault, Allen pleaded guilty to a 
felony — not for the beating, but for destroying 
evidence by throwing away the towel he’d used 
to mop up Reichard’s blood. He was sentenced to 
two years of probation.

In an interview with a reporter, Allen 
acknowledged that Reichard had been assaulted 
but maintained it was not by him and declined to 
answer further questions. Butler did not respond 
to repeated requests for comment. Ellis and Bittle 
also did not respond to attempts to reach them, 
although a union representative said both had 
been made aware of the story. 

The news organizations’ investigation found 
that this was not the only incident in which 
consequences were delayed or minimized. IDHS 
does not track employee arrests at its mental 
health and developmental centers, but court 
records show that 22 other employees have faced 
felony charges since the Reichard case. Of those, 
11 pleaded guilty in exchange for reduced charges 
or probation, seven have cases pending, and four 
had cases dismissed. None have served prison 
time. 

All four of those charged in the Reichard case 
continued to collect state paychecks for some time 
after the beating. Since the incident, Ellis, Butler 
and Bittle have received paychecks totalling more 
than $1 million combined; they are also receiving 
their scheduled raises, health insurance benefits, 
vacation time and service credit toward their 
pensions. 

John “Mike” Dickerson, a unit supervisor 
who, according to police records, participated in 
restraining Reichard, was not charged but was 
reassigned to mow grass two years later, records 
show. Between the incident and his retirement in 
December 2017, he received $168,000 in salary, 
plus insurance and credit toward his pension. He 
now receives $39,000 a year in pension benefits. 
Dickerson declined to comment.

IDHS senior officials said these cases are 
outliers in terms of 
the amount of time 
employees spent on paid 
administrative leave, 
and a spokesperson 
said administrative 
reviews typically do 
not proceed until any 
criminal investigation 
is concluded. 

While Allen was 
suspended without 

pay once he was charged in 2016, before that 
he remained on payroll for 15 months after the 
incident, collecting nearly $56,000 while on 
administrative leave, IDHS records show. 

Meanwhile, Reichard was discharged from 
Choate after the assault, but he was readmitted 
three years ago after he attacked his mother. 
Deemed by a judge to be unfit to stand trial, he 
lives in the Sycamore Unit, the same building 
where the assault occurred. 

Belvidere Firemen Collected $12,600 on the street Labor Day for MDA

Reforming Our Elections
In recent years we have seen growing 

discontent with the American political system.  
Many of my fellow students seem to believe 
that their votes are irrelevant to deciding who 
represents them and who makes the policies that 
affect them. Unfortunately, their opinion is not 
devoid of reality. The current system that both 
state and federal government uses is remarkably 
unfair to voters who are not in competitive 
districts or states. This election discontent 
extends to almost all elections in the United 
States, and my hope is that this letter will inspire 
readers to begin discussing how we can reform 
our elections. With high levels of voter apathy 
and lack of satisfaction in the election process, 
this is a conversation worth having.

The Electoral College system has, according 
to those who I have spoken to, created the most 
discontent. To use one of their explanations, the 
Republican candidate for President will almost 
certainly never win the state of Illinois, despite 
receiving millions of votes within the state. This 
fact has the consequence of creating a sense that 
it is futile to vote among right-leaning voters who 
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ROOM FOR RENT: Belvidere: Nice 
furnished room w/ fridge, near downtown, bus 
stop, Aldi, Drug & Dollar Stores. No Sec. 
Deposit. $102/wk. or  $430/mo. 

Call (815) 544-4466  

Culture Of Cruelty 
Persists At State-Run 
Mental Health Facility 
Despite Decades Of 
Warnings

Officials have urged reforms at the 
facility for people with mental and 
developmental disabilities. But the state-
run center still has more allegations of 
abuse and neglect than any in Illinois.

By Molly Parker Lee Enterprises Midwest 
     Beth Hundsdorfer Capitol News Illinois

This article was produced for ProPublica’s 
Local Reporting Network in partnership with Lee 
Enterprises and Capitol News Illinois. 

Over a year ago, the security chief at Choate 
Mental Health and Developmental Center in 
southern Illinois sent an email to the head of the 
state agency that operates the facility, warning her 
of dangerous conditions inside. 

“What I am presently seeing occur at Choate 
and hearing occur at other facilities concerns me 
more than it has my entire career,” Barry Smoot, 
a decades-long IDHS employee, wrote to Illinois 
Department of Human Services Secretary Grace 
Hou on May 26, 2021. 

Hou responded that same day, agreeing to meet. 
But no meeting took place. Instead, Hou 

suggested Smoot start by sharing his concerns 
with her chief of staff, Ryan Croke, and the 
director of the Division of Developmental 
Disabilities, Allison Stark, according to records of 
the exchange. But those meetings never happened, 
either. (Stark left the agency in July.)

It would take more than a year, and multiple 
high-profile arrests related to abuse at the facility, 
before the agency unveiled a plan. This June, Hou 
sent a letter addressed to “stakeholders” in which 
she acknowledged for the first time “serious 
allegations about resident abuse and neglect” at 
the facility located near the small town of Anna. 

The reform plan she outlined includes 
hiring four new security officers, installing 10 
surveillance cameras on the facility grounds, 
having staff undergo new training and increasing 
the presence of senior IDHS officials in residential 
units. 

At least 26 Choate employees have been 
arrested on felony charges over the past decade, 
according to reporting by Capitol News Illinois, 
Lee Enterprises and ProPublica. The local 
state’s attorney has filed charges against more 
than a dozen of those arrested, including three 
administrators, since 2019, when Hou was 
appointed IDHS secretary by Gov. J.B. Pritzker. 
(Charges have been dropped against two of the 
administrators charged with official misconduct 
and obstruction of justice.)

Marisa Kollias, a spokesperson for the agency, 
said the facility is working expediently to 
implement reforms, but cautioned that it will take 
time. Senior IDHS officials told reporters in an 
interview that the training and monitoring have 

signed up for public comments would also have 
five minutes each. 

Less than two minutes into her allotted time 
to speak, Ms. Barber was interrupted by the 
gathered audience with outspoken comments 
and jeers in regard to her remarks. Without any 
immediate admonishment from the commission, 
Ms. Barber politely asked that she be allowed 
to continue, but was interrupted a second time 
with more outbursts from the audience. At this 
point, Ms. Barber told the commission that she 
would be taking her seat, since she was not being 
given the opportunity to present her remarks 
without interruption. The commission seemed 
confused, asking Ms. Barber if she had finished. 
She replied that she was not finished, but did not 
feel comfortable continuing if the audience kept 
interrupting. After a few moments, Commission 
chairwoman Jessica Roberts asked the audience 
to please remain quiet while others were speaking. 

During her remarks, Ms. Barber explained 
that the application had, to their knowledge, met 
all of the requirements for zoning by the County. 
She also highlighted areas in the plans such as 
the buffering zones and landscaping that were 
included to help keep a nice appearance on the 
road. After concluding, Ms. Barber returned to 
her seat and the audience immediately began 
talking amongst themselves, with one onlooker 
even shouting “he’s lying” in regard to the plans 
presented. 

At this point in the meeting, the commissioners 
asked several questions;  some to Ms. Barber and 
some amongst themselves. Chairwoman Roberts 
asked if there was an annexation agreement that 
would determine whether this kind of business 
would be allowed on the land in question. Ms. 
Barber replied that she was not aware of any 
annexation agreement at the time the land was 
purchased, and that even if there had been, 
it wouldn’t dictate the use of the land. Other 
questions brought up by the commissioners 
covered things like the weight of the trucks 
versus the weight limit of the roads in the area, 
whether the trucks would be full when they were 
parked at the depot, who would be responsible 
for debris on the public roads that might fall 
from the trucks, and whether there were time 
limits on business operation hours. There was 
also discussion surrounding what exactly was the 
definition of “off-site parking.”

As the time for public comments opened, 
those who were signed up to speak were loaded 
for bear. The first commenter presented concerns 
that the bridge wasn’t rated for the weight of the 
trucks, and that too many cars already used her 
driveway as a turnaround, and she didn’t want 
any dump trucks turning around in her driveway. 
The speaker also claimed that no one with land 
adjacent to the property in question was notified 
of its re-zoning to GB/R-1. Village Clerk Karri 
Anderberg later confirmed that notifications were 
sent by certified mail, and that all green cards had 
been returned. Additionally, the notice for the 
zoning change had been published in The Boone 
County Journal. 

Another speaker, who owns land adjacent to 
Mr. Tamayo’s property, presented the commission 
with a power-point presentation meant to clarify 
what a “trucking depot” is and why it was not 
fit for building in the area. The presentation 
included pictures of a large, industrial gravel lot 
with chain-link fencing topped with barbed wire, 
harsh lights, and several heavy trucks. He also 
questioned the definition of “General Business” 
in terms of zoning. 

Other concerns brought up were similar in 
nature, with residents upset at the idea of bright 

lights, loud trucks, and air pollution that they 
believed would disrupt their homes and lives. 
Residents were insistent that increased truck 
traffic would be dangerous to motorists, citing 
shoulder conditions, curves, and icy roads in 
the winter. Others were concerned that such a 
development would disturb the wildlife in the 
area. 

Unfortunately, the comments began to take 
a much uglier tone. One of the commenters 
questioned Mr. Tamayo’s reasoning for not 
being at the meeting himself, and that he couldn’t 
trust someone that wouldn’t look him in the eye. 
This commenter also blamed the disappearance 
of some of their anti-trucking depot signs on 
“some Tamayo person.” Several commenters 
accused Mr. Tamayo of providing false and 
misleading information in his application, but 
gave no examples or specifications of what 
they considered false or misleading. The final 
speaker against the application thanked the 
public for coming to speak against the trucking 
depot, and asserted his opinion that General 
Business zoning was meant for “high end” 
businesses.

Ms. Barber was then given five minutes 
to respond to the concerns brought forth by 
the public. In doing so, she asserted that the 
development of the site in question would 
improve the area, due to careful scrutiny by 
engineers and county officials during the process. 
Addressing the powerpoint presentation, Ms. 
Barber pointed out that the trucking depot in the 
pictures was located in Winnebago County, and 
not at all up to code for Boone County. To those 
who had brought up issues of bright lighting, Ms. 
Barber highlighted part of the code that required 
lighting to not illuminate past the property line. 
Finally, with a reminder that Mr. Tamayo’s 
reasons for not attending were not the business 
of the gathered crowd, Ms. Barber shared that 
Mr. Tamayo had a previous engagement during 
the time that the meeting was scheduled, and 
also shared that Mr. Tamayo thought it best that 
she attend as a representative, as he has limited 
English language ability, and he wanted to be 
certain that all communication was clear between 
himself and the commission. 

With the end of public comments, the 
commission members each spoke briefly about 
their own questions and concerns. During 
this, the audience again began to talk amongst 
themselves for several minutes before one of the 
commissioners finally asked the audience to either 
remain quiet for the remainder of the meeting or 
take their conversation outside of the meeting 
room. A majority of the crowd got up and walked 
to the back of the room, still talking and carrying 
on their conversations, and only a few actually 
walked into the lobby. They had to be reminded, 
again, to clear the meeting room. The rest of the 
meeting was overshadowed by quite a lot of noise 
from the lobby. 

The meeting ended with no vote, and the 
commission agreed to lay the item over until 
September 28th at 6PM. In the meantime, the 
commission will be asking for clarification on 
several points, including definitions of planning 
and zoning terms, whether they can require 
environmental and road safety studies, and 
whether the land is platted. 

The right to attend a meeting of a local 
governing body is a cornerstone of our democracy. 
Voicing legitimate concerns over a public matter 
is a right that should never be questioned. 
However, there are responsibilities that lay on 
the shoulders of both the governing body and 
the public. One of those responsibilities is on the 
governing body to conduct orderly meetings. The 
fact that Ms. Barber was interrupted during every 
opportunity she had to speak reflects poorly 
on the commission’s ability to maintain order. 
Likewise, the residents in attendance showed 
little respect for the commission and due process 
by their conduct; to say nothing of their character 
assassination of Mr. Tamayo and the racial 
undertones of several comments.
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been underway for months, that the department 
has hired one new security officer, and that the 
cameras are on backorder and no date has been set 
for installation. 

In a statement, Kollias said that the agency 
determined, “based on information gathered” 
after the secretary’s initial response to Smoot, 
“that it was inadvisable for IDHS management 
staff to communicate with him any further.” The 
department did not provide any details. 

Camera Controversy
Smoot was not the first to raise alarms. The 

inspector general’s office at IDHS has repeatedly 
cited the facility for failing to adhere to rules 
regarding reporting and investigating abuse and 
neglect allegations.  

IDHS’ inspector general recommended the 
installation of cameras in the course of 21 
investigations into abuse and neglect allegations 
at Choate between fiscal years 2015 and 2021, 
according to a review of internal records. Each 
time, Choate officials responded that it was “not 
an option due to budget concerns.” 

This summer, advocates and insiders praised 
Hou’s announcement that IDHS would install 
cameras. But while almost all incidents of alleged 
abuse and neglect occur inside, the spokesperson 
told reporters that the cameras would be placed 
outside.

“This is all being done for show,” said former 
Office of the Inspector General Supervisor and 
Choate Unit Director Charles Bingaman, who 
retired from IDHS in 2013, about the outdoor 
cameras. “I predict that it will have no real impact 
on patient safety.”

Senior IDHS officials acknowledged in an 
interview last week that the inspector general 
had previously recommended interior cameras. 
But placing cameras in interior common areas 
on a residential unit requires the consent of every 
resident, or their guardian, and Kollias said parents 
groups had not supported the move. 

A Long History of Problems
States across the nation have closed large 

facilities like Choate in the past 20 years, 
following a U.S. Supreme Court ruling that it 
is unconstitutional to segregate people with 
disabilities from the rest of society. 

Illinois has been a holdout. It houses more 
people with developmental disabilities in large 
institutions and spends more to operate those 
institutions, relative to statewide personal 
income, than almost every other state in the 
nation, according to a review of data compiled by 
researchers with the University of Kansas.

But for years, the state has also failed to 
intervene when abuse patterns are found inside its 
institutions. 

In 1992, the American Civil Liberties Union 
Illinois sued on behalf of patients, alleging that 
poor conditions at state-run psychiatric hospitals, 
including Choate, violated patients’ rights to 
safety and medical care. The parties settled and 
Illinois agreed to enhance staffing and training. 

Then in 2005, after two patients died from 
neglect at Choate, Equip for Equality, a legal 
advocacy organization for people with disabilities, 
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found unsafe conditions and poor treatment of 
residents. The group — which had been appointed 
by the state to monitor the facility — called 
Choate’s practices “archaic.” 

In response, the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Civil Rights Division launched an investigation 
and warned the state in 2009 that the Choate 
staff’s failures to help residents successfully 
transfer out of the facility violated the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. The facility had also failed 
to protect them from harm and provide adequate 
health and psychiatric care, the DOJ found. Again 
in 2021, Equip for Equality was appointed to 
monitor conditions inside Choate. 

Smoot, who also had worked as an investigator 
for the IDHS inspector general, said leadership’s 
slow response left him deeply troubled. Earlier 
this year, he self-published a book, “Failure to 
Protect,” outlining his concerns. 

And on the last day of his 20-year career with 
IDHS, Smoot sent Hou an email to let her know 
that no one had followed up with him. 

This time, there wasn’t a response, according 
to records of the email exchange obtained by 
reporters. Smoot said he hoped someone would 
heed his warning. “Without any time left,” he said 
in an interview, “it was a Hail Mary pass.” 

live in left-leaning states. This trend is seen most 
heavily in populous states. The state that gave the 
Republican candidate the most “popular” votes 
in the 2020 Presidential Election was California, 
even exceeding the number of popular votes that 
candidate received in Texas. This means that the 
more than 6 million people who chose to go out 
and exercise their right to vote for the Republican 
candidate in California could have stayed home 
and done nothing with the exact same results. 
California was won by the Democratic candidate 
by a large margin, and he received all the electoral 
votes from the state.

The State Assembly and the US Congress 
both have elections that are decided by regional 
elections. It is very important that regional identity 
and differences between states are represented 
in government. However, the current layout of 
Congressional districts does not achieve this for 
two reasons. For the first I will use my home district 
as an example. In November I will most likely to 
be represented by Darren LaHood, a Republican 
from Peoria, despite me not living in or around 
Peoria. LaHood’s district is drawn to include 
areas of Illinois that he has no real connection 
with, which makes our regional identity irrelevant 
on the federal stage. This problem stems from the 
prevalence of Gerrymandering and the second 
problem; every district must have at least half-a-
million people. This is such a large number that 
ensures there will be fierce differences between 
the voting population. Normally this would be 
fine, a diverse political climate creates competitive 

elections. Unfortunately, with the aforementioned 
Gerrymandering, this creates the problem of 
discontent, as if you are not in a competitive 
district your vote will most certainly be irrelevant 
no matter which candidate you vote for.

These problems I list are just a sample of what 
I have learned listening to average Americans 
vent their frustrations with our political system. 
There are undoubtedly more diverse opinions out 
there, but I believe they will all result in the same 
conclusion being reached; our elections need to be 
reformed. To this end I have done some research 
into how other countries conduct their elections 
and I encourage others to do the same. I hope this 
will be the necessary catalyst to create the reform 
our nation so desperately needs.

M. J. Hutchinson

Pritzker Makes 
Abortion Rights 
Central Issue

Democratic, GOP campaigns vie to de-
fine 2022 election

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Democratic Gov. JB Pritzker said Tuesday that 

abortion rights will be a central issue in the 2022 
election, not just in his bid for reelection but in 
races up and down the ballot.

That includes races for Congress and the Illi-
nois Supreme Court as well as the governor’s race 
and state legislative contests.

Speaking at a news conference with officials 
from political advocacy arms of Planned Parent-
hood organizations, Pritzker said the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s decision in June overturning Roe v. 
Wade changed the focus of the 2022 elections and 
gave voters – particularly women – a new motiva-
tion to vote this fall.

“But make no mistake, the right wing may have 
taken away abortion rights from half of all Amer-
icans, but they’ve unleashed a tsunami of deter-
mined women voters and their allies who will lift 
up pro-choice candidates and take down the ul-
tra-conservative fundamentalists this November,” 
he said.

Pritzker’s comments came as the general elec-
tion cycle is just getting into full swing and the 
two major party candidates try to define what the 
central issues of the campaign should be.

So far, Pritzker’s Republican challenger, state 
Sen. Darren Bailey, of Xenia, has tried to focus 
the race on issues of law and order, including the 
high rate of violent crime in Chicago, as well is-
sues like taxes, the economy and Pritzker’s han-
dling of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bailey’s lieutenant governor running mate, 
Stephanie Trussell, was scheduled to hold a news 
conference Tuesday in Chicago to focus on what 
the campaign called “the Pritzker administration’s 
failure to address rising crime and businesses 
shutting down and fleeing communities across Il-
linois.”

And on Monday, Bailey released a statement 
calling on Pritzker to apologize to Illinois students 
and parents for closing schools and cancelling ex-

Continued on Page 6
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Legal Notices

Assumed names

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: Adyson Lampard, minor  N o . 
19-JA-15
ALEXANDRA BARKEY/ To whom it may concern

ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on AUGUST 11, 2022, a petition was filed under 

the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty, Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of 
Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Adyson Lampard, minor; and 
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 3:00 P.M. central 
daylight time on 10/13/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause may be 
heard, a termination of parental rights will be held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THE PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM 
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A 
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE 
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE 
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHT TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the 
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated:  August 16, 2022    
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal:  8/25, 9/1, 9/8 – C 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: Braxton Lampard, minor  N o . 
19-JA-16
ALEXANDRA BARKEY/ To whom it may concern
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Take notice that on AUGUST 11, 2022, a petition was filed under the 
JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty, Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 601 
North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of 
Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Braxton Lampard, minor; and 
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 3:00 P.M. central 
daylight time on 10/13/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause may be 
heard, a termination of parental rights will be held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THE PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM 
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A 
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE 
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE 
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHT TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the 
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated:  August 16, 2022    
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal:  8/25, 9/1, 9/8 – C 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: Carter Lampard, minor  N o . 
19-JA-17
ALEXANDRA BARKEY/ To whom it may concern
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Take notice that on AUGUST 11, 2022, a petition was filed under 
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty, Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court 
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Carter Lampard, minor; and 
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 3:00 P.M. central 
daylight time on 10/13/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause may be 
heard, a termination of parental rights will be held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THE PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM 
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A 
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE 
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE 
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHT TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the 
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated:  August 16, 2022    
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal:  8/25, 9/1, 9/8 – C 

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
State of Illinois County of Boone) ss This is to certify that the 

undersigned intend… to conduct and transact a Painting business in said 
County and State under the name of NIKPAINTS at the following post 
office addresses: 1105 E 2ND St, Belvidere, IL, 61008 and that the true 
and real full names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such 
business, with the respective residence address of each, are as follows:  

NAME AND ADDRESS OF RESIDENCE: NIKOLAI CAPORASO, 
1105 E. 2ND St., Belvidere, IL, 61008. Signed: Nikolai Caporaso, 08/24/22

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me this 24th. day of 
August, 2022, 

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in the Boone County Journal 08/25 09/01,08

    Publisher/Editor  David C. Larson
    Senior Writer                Charles Herbst
    Editorial  Charles Herbst
    Reporter  Sofi Zeman
    Advertising Manager                Dena Roethler
    Photography                Susan Moran

 David Grimm April 1938 - Dec. 2000    
Richelle Kingsbury  Aug. 1955 - June 2013

Est. 1996

real journalism for a real democracy

Each week, the Journal seeks to present a variety of voices.
  Every attempt will be made to print all letters 

received with the exception of those that are libelous or 
obscene.  Letters should be signed and include an ID or phone 
number, so that we can contact the author prior to publication to 
verify authenticity.  

  Community leaders are encouraged to 
submit guest columns consistent with our editorial guidelines 
for possible inclusion in the Journal.

  The opinions expressed in the Journal are those 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
The Boone County Journal management or ownership.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF BOONE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, ILLINOIS

 BOONE COUNTY, IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of NANCY LINDER,       Deceased.  
  No. 2022-PR-42
  NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION-WILL AND CLAIMS

NOTICE is given of the death of NANCY LINDER.  Letters of Office 
were issued on August 19, 2022 to Diane L. Gregg, Walworth, Wisconsin, 
who is the legal representative of the estate.  The attorney for the estate 
is Attorney Charles T. Sewell, 215 South State Street, Belvidere, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may be filed on or March 2, 2023, that date 
being at least six (6) months from the date of first publication, or within 
three (3) months from the date of mailing or delivery of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery is required by 755 ILCS 5/18-3, whichever date is 
later.  Any claim not filed by the requisite date stated above shall be barred.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL

BOONE COUNTY
NICOLE BURK, Plaintiff
-VS-                                     CASE # 2022-DC-15
WILLIAM BURK, Defendant

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Notice is given to you, WILLIAM BURK, Defendant that this cause 

has beencommenced against you in this Court asking for DISSOLUTION 
OF MARRIAGE and other relief.

Unless you file your response or otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Boone County, Boone County 
Courthouse, 601 N. Main St., Belvidere, Illinois, 61008 on or before the 
19th day of OCTOBER, 2022, a Judgment or other relief as prayed for 
by the Plaintiff may be granted.
Dated: 08-24-2022
Pamela Coduto
Clerk of the Circuit Court
17th Judicial Court
Boone County, Illinois
Published in The Boone County Journal - 9/1, 9/8, 9/15   (C)

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact 
a sewing crafts business in said County and State under the name of 
LIL’BITS BY TARA at the following post office address: 3907 Bluff 
Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons 
owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective 
residence address of each, are as follows: Tara J. McClenthen, 3907 
Bluff Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008; phone # (815) 547-0842.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 29th day of 
August, A.D. 2022

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal  9/1, 9/2, 9/15 - p

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Boone County
 Circuit Clerk--Probate Division at the Boone County Courthouse, 

601 N. Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, or with the estate legal 
representative, or both.

Copies of claims filed with the Circuit Clerk’s Office--Probate Division,
 must be mailed or delivered to the estate legal representative and to his 

attorney within ten days after it has been filed.
Dated:  September 1, 2022
Diane L. Gregg, Independent Executor
Charles T. Sewell, L.L.C. 
Attorney at Law
215 South State Street
Belvidere, IL  61008
Phone: 815-544-3118
Email: charlests1@aol.com
Published in The Boone County Journal Sept 1, 8 15

Public Notice
Boone County has received a grant to replace the Woodstock Bridge 

over the Piscasaw Creek (0.8 miles east of Poplar Grove Road).  Boone 
County would like to hear the public’s opinion on changing the alignment 
of Woodstock Road between Poplar Grove Rd and Russellville Rd.  The 
public is encouraged to provide input to jkrohn@boonecountyil.gov 
before Sept 23 or in person at the County Boardroom, 1212 Logan Ave, 
Belvidere between 5:30pm and 7pm on Sept 19 or 21.
Published in The Boone County Journal - 9/8, 

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF BOONE
In re the matter of the Estate of  KRISTIN M. BENSEN, Deceased.
CASE NO.:  2022 PR 26
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice of Action:  17th Judicial Circuit, Boone County, Illinois, The 
Estate of Kristin M. Bensen, Boone County Case No. 2022 PR 26

BE IT HEREBY KNOWN THAT Kristin M. Bensen passed away 
September 14, 2021. A Petition to Settle Cause of Action – Wrongful 
Death and Survival Action has been filed. Hearing on this petition will be 
held on September 27, 2022, in front of Judge Steven Balogh, presiding, 
in the Boone County Courthouse, 601 North Court Street, Belvidere, 
Illinois 61008 at 11:00 a.m. at which time ruling on the petition will take 
place. All interested persons should appear on that date to assert any 
claim they may have, including, but not limited to: Stephanie Olson and 
Christopher Olson.

Dated: August 29, 2022
PHYLLIS OLSON, Administrator
Attorney Glen R. Weber
Mateer Goff & Associates
401 West State Street, Suite 400
Rockford, Illinois 61101
815-965-7745
Attorneys for Phyllis Olson

Published in The Boone County Journal 9/8, 9/15, 9/22

tracurricular activities during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The U.S Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health Organization appears to 
have made abortion a top issue with Democrats in 
the mid-term elections. A Pew Research poll re-
leased last week showed 71 percent of Democrats 
view abortion as an issue that is “very important” 
to their vote. That was up 25 percentage points 
from March, before the Dobbs decision.

In Kansas, voters in that conservative state on 
Aug. 2 overwhelmingly rejected a proposed con-
stitutional amendment that would have given the 
state’s legislature broad new authority to regulate 
abortion.

Elsewhere, so-called “trigger laws” quickly 
took effect in at least 16 states, including those 
neighboring Illinois, that have either banned or 
imposed severe restrictions on abortion access, 
making Illinois an outlier in the Midwest while 
giving Democrats here a hot-button social issue 
on which to run.

“At least 26 states in total are expected to move 
to ban abortion in the coming months, putting 40 
million women and people who can get pregnant 
at risk,” said Alexis McGill Johnson, president 
of Planned Parenthood Action Fund. “Hundreds 
of thousands of people can no longer access the 
abortion care they need in their own states, and 
they are fleeing to places like Illinois to get care.”

Immediately after the Dobbs decision, Pritz-
ker announced that he would call the General As-
sembly into special session to consider measures 
to expand abortion access in Illinois. Among the 
measures discussed is allowing nurse practitioners 
to perform the procedure in order to increase the 
number of abortion providers and giving legal 
protection in Illinois to providers in other states 
who may face disciplinary action or prosecution 
for performing the procedure.

Those plans, however, have been put on hold, 
and Pritzker indicated Tuesday that lawmakers 
might wait until the 2023 regular session before 
taking action, when it takes only a simple majori-
ty, rather than a three-fifths super majority, to pass 
legislation that takes immediate effect.

“So, there’s some things that can be done, could 
be done with a supermajority, some things that 
take a simple majority,” he said. “So again, the 
legislature is working through all those things.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonparti-
san news service covering state government and 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers state-
wide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Foun-
dation.

Pritzker     from page 5

Texas begins busing 
migrants to Chicago

Pritzker, Lightfoot say they’re welcome, 
accuse Texas governor of racism

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
About 60 migrants arrived in Chicago 

Wednesday on buses from Texas as part of 
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott’s ongoing policy 
to send undocumented immigrants to so-called 
“sanctuary cities.”

But Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and Chicago 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot, both Democrats, say the 
new arrivals are welcome in Illinois, and they 
are vowing to make sure the new arrivals receive 
essential services.

“Illinois welcomes refugees, asylum seekers 
and immigrants and we are working with federal 
and city officials to ensure that these individuals 
are treated with respect and safety as they look to 
connect with their family and friends,” Pritzker 
said in a statement Wednesday night. “My great-
grandfather came to this country as an immigrant 
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Boone County Highway Maintainer
The Boone County Highway Department is seeking a highway 

maintainer. Duties include construction/maintenance of highways/
bridges & operation/maintenance of equipment/trucks. Position includes 
working in adverse weather conditions at all hours of the day or night. 
Applicants must currently have a CDL and pass a controlled substance 
& alcohol use test.  The position is under the Teamsters Union. Starting 
salary is 80% of $24.12/hr. Applications must be received by September 
30, 2022. Send resume/application to Justin Krohn, Boone County 
Highway Department, 9759 Illinois Route 76, 
Belvidere, IL 61008 or JKrohn@boonecountyil.gov
   Boone County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Boone County Assistant Engineer
The Boone County Highway Department is seeking an assistant engineer. 
Duties include assisting with field operations, office design & contract 
management.  Applicants must be working toward Professional Engineer 
licensure.  The salary will be based on education & experience.  Applications 
must be received by September 30, 2022. Send resume/application to Justin 
Krohn, Boone County Highway Department, 
9759 Illinois Route 76, Belvidere, IL 61008 or 
JKrohn@boonecountyil.gov  

Boone County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

fleeing Ukraine in 1881. Immigrants just like my 
family seeking freedom and opportunity built 
this country. Illinois is and has always been a 
welcoming state.” 

Abbott launched the program in April when he 
issued a memo directing the state’s Department of 
Emergency Management “to begin coordinating 
the voluntary transportation” of immigrants who 
had been released from federal custody.

Abbott began by busing immigrants to 
Washington, D.C., and later to New York City. 
Chicago is the third city he has targeted to receive 
immigrants. 

The Chicago Sun-Times reported that most 
of those arriving Wednesday originated from 
Venezuela, a country in the grips of a yearslong 
economic crisis that has reportedly forced some 
6.8 million inhabitants to leave their homeland.

Abbott’s memo also directed mayors and 
county judges to notify the agency of any “drop-
offs” by the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security “that may necessitate dispatching a bus, 
a plane, or some other means of evacuating such 
migrants from our State.”

The move was part of Abbott’s protest of 
President Joe Biden’s decision in April to 
end what are known as Title 42 expulsions – a 
practice used during the Trump administration to 
immediately expel immigrants, including asylum 
seekers, arriving at the U.S.-Mexico border based 
on public health concerns related to COVID-19.

Abbott has complained that the decision to 
end that program has resulted in an explosion of 
illegal border crossings into Texas and that the 
Biden administration has failed to deal with the 
issue.

“President Biden’s inaction at our southern 
border continues putting the lives of Texans – 
and Americans – at risk and is overwhelming our 
communities,” he said in a statement Wednesday. 
“To continue providing much-needed relief to our 
small, overrun border towns, Chicago will join 
fellow sanctuary cities Washington, D.C. and New 
York City as an additional drop-off location.”

“Mayor Lightfoot loves to tout the 
responsibility of her city to welcome all regardless 
of legal status,” he continued, “and I look forward 
to seeing this responsibility in action as these 
migrants receive resources from a sanctuary city 
with the capacity to serve them.”

A spokesperson for the mayor quickly fired 
back, posting a statement on Twitter around 
8:30 p.m. saying: “We know that racism, 
discrimination, and human cruelty have played a 
pivotal role in how immigrants are received within 
our borders, and we are still working to recover 
from the previous presidential administration, 
which encouraged this behavior. This is such an 
important moment for Chicago as a city has been 
a sanctuary for thousands of newcomers. We are 
welcoming them and we will not turn our backs 
on those who need our help the most.”

According to a timeline by the Chicago 
Tribune, Chicago officially became a sanctuary 
city in 2006 with the passage of an ordinance 
prohibiting city agencies from inquiring about a 
person’s immigration status when they seek city 
services. 

Another ordinance passed in 2012 prohibits 
police from detaining anyone solely on the belief 

that they are in the U.S. illegally and prohibiting 
them from cooperating with federal authorities 
when they believe a person’s immigration status 
is the only reason a warrant has been issued.

At the state level, Illinois lawmakers passed 
a package of bills in 2021 aimed at protecting 
the state’s immigrant population, including 
a requirement for local governments to end 
partnerships with U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, a law making a person’s citizenship 
or immigration status a potential motivation for 
a hate crime, and protections from workplace 
discrimination based on a person’s work 
authorization status.

At the same time he signed those bills, Pritzker 
also signed an executive order establishing a 
Welcoming Illinois Office within the governor’s 
office to develop and coordinate policies to make 
Illinois a more welcoming and equitable state for 
immigrants and refugees.

Illinois House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch, D-Hillside, issued a statement Thursday 
calling Abbott’s actions “abhorrent.”

“Using men, women, and children seeking 
asylum as political pawns is inhumane,” Welch 
said. “While he’s wasting $12 million taxpayer 
dollars on these stunts, Illinois will be working 
with state and federal officials to ensure these new 
Americans find opportunity, peace, and a new 
home in Illinois.”  

State Announces First 
REV Act Tax Credit to 
Decatur Manufacturer

Law passed last year provides payroll tax 
credits for manufacturers of EVs, parts 

By Jerry Nowicki Capitol News Illinois
The state on Tuesday announced the award of 

the first electric vehicle manufacturing-targeted 
tax incentives made possible by a law signed by 
Gov. JB Pritzker last year. 

The incentives come from the Reimagining 
Electric Vehicles Act, which passed nearly 
unanimously and became law in November, and 
will provide an estimated $2.2 million in value to 
T/CCI Manufacturing in Decatur. 

The REV Act passed two months after the 
Climate and Equitable Jobs Act which incentivizes 
EV adoption, driving Pritzker’s vision to make 
Illinois “the best place in North America to drive 
and manufacture an electric vehicle.”

T/CCI’s Decatur plant currently manufactures 
compressors for gasoline-powered cars. The 
company plans to retool the Decatur facility to 
produce compressors for EVs with an estimated 
$20 million investment. Currently, T/CCI makes 
EV compressors, a part which cools batteries and 
powers car air conditioning systems, in China and 
India. 

Pritzker and local lawmakers said the 
manufacturing of EV parts domestically is 
necessary to work around supply chain issues. 

competition to bring this deal home,” Pritzker 
said. “That means new jobs and jobs that would 
have gone overseas are staying right here.”

T/CCI’s transition will create 50 new jobs, 
while 103 existing jobs are expected to be retained. 

The REV Act’s incentives are targeted to the 
manufacturers of EVs and their parts, such as 
compressors. The companies receiving the breaks 
can receive a state income tax credit of 75 percent 
or 100 percent of payroll taxes withheld from each 
new employee and 25 percent or 50 percent for 
current employees. The law also provides a 10 
percent credit for training expenses. 

The governor’s office tied the Tuesday 
announcement to a previously announced plan 
to provide $15.3 million in state infrastructure 
funding to Richland Community College and $6 
million to the city of Decatur to create an “EV 
cluster” that includes a training, research and 
innovation facility in partnership with T/CCI. 

“We know that when companies are looking 
where to locate, talent is what’s most important 
and we want to make sure that when electric 
vehicle companies are looking to Illinois to either 
expand or locate a new venture, they should know 
you won’t find a harder working more qualified 
workforce,” Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity director Sylvia Garcia said 
at a news conference Tuesday. 

The infrastructure money would go toward a 
climatic simulation center on T/CCI’s Decatur 
campus which will allow the testing of new EV-
related technologies in extreme environments. 

“T/CCI is recognized in the industry as a 
leader in compressor technology, already having 
developed a largest range of EV compressors 
in the market,” Richard Demirjian, TCCI’s 
president, said in a news release. “We’re excited 
to use our expertise in innovation and component 
manufacturing to advance Illinois’ position and 
create a successful partnership that drives long-
lasting economic growth.”

Richland and T/CCI are also working in 
partnership with the University of Illinois Grainger 
College of Engineering and Northern Illinois 
University on a training academy that will focus 
on EV advanced engineering, software technology 
and accredited apprenticeship programs. 

A public-private partnership model, the 
climatic center will be open to businesses and 
researchers looking to expedite adoption of new 
EV technologies, according to the governor’s 
office. 

“Together we are establishing a new model 
for Illinois that sets the stage for how education, 
research and industry work together to cohesively 
advance us faster, invest in our people and grow 
our economy,” Richland Community College 
President Cris Valdez said. “This state-of-the-
art facility will provide world class training 
in electrification, a registered apprenticeship 
program, along with immersive industry 
partnerships and testing available to the electric 
vehicle industry.”

Pritzker said the community college partnership 
is one he would like to emulate in communities 
across the state, pointing to a partnership between 
the EV manufacturer Rivian and Heartland 
Community College in Normal. “Thanks to the 

REV Act, Illinois 
beat out international 



8   September 8, 2022    The Boone County Journal   


