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Garfield School

by David Larson
A century or more ago it took much longer
than today to erect a building. Stepping back
into the deeper reaches of history, archaeologists
and engineers have postulated how the Egyptian
Pyramids and the Sphinx were built. Others
have also imagined how the Parthenon on
the Acropolis in Athens, Greece was built.
Engineers and mathematicians have long
known of the sophisticated connection between
visual perspectives and mathematics that were
interpreted into the construction of the temple.
But how moving massive marble slabs to the
site, then elevating those huge pieces of stone
to the mesa where the Acropolis is located,
and piling the stones atop one another without
motorized equipment was accomplished remains
an unanswered question. Many have advanced
theories but, of course, there remain no written
explanations or diagrams of how the feat was
accomplished.
Centuries later, construction equipment was
more sophisticated and mechanically powered to
handle loads beyond what men could lift. Some
of those machines were likely used to erect the
walls shown in the photograph above that was
Garfield School as it was being built. Horses
did some of the work, as did steam-powered
equipment. But still, there was much human
physical sweat and exertion expended just to
erect the walls that these three men stood in front
of when the photograph was shot.
The trees surrounding the construction site
suggest the season when the photograph was
shot could have been late fall. Leaves had long
abandoned the twigs and branches of the trees
that framed the construction site.
This is Garfield School or South High School
on the corner of Pearl Street and First Street.
It was named after a Civil War General James
P. Garfield, who later became President of
the United States. He is part of a long line of
Civil War Generals from Grant to McKinley
who became President. Garfield was the 20th
President of the United States. Like McKinley
and Lincoln, he was assassinated. He was dead
after 6 months in office. He entered politics with
the coming of the Republican Party in 1957.
He became a Congressman in 1862. While
in Congress he initially agreed with Radical
Republican views on Reconstruction, but later
favored a moderate approach to civil rights
enforcement for freedmen. He opposed slavery
and during the war fought in the battles of Middle
Creek, Shiloh, and Chickamauga. He attained the
rank of a Major General in the Army. Garfield,
like Grant was born poor.
At the 1880 Republican Convention, he was
offered as a compromise candidate on the 36th
ballot, even though he was not running for the
office. When the convention opened, he was a
supporter of Sherman and put Sherman’s name
in nomination, but the vote was split three
ways. His nominating speech for Sherman was
well received, but the delegates mustered little
excitement for the idea of Sherman as the next
president. Garfield was nominated and votes
switched to him, thus putting him over the top
to defeat Grant for the Republican nomination.
Chester A. Arthur was selected as his running
mate to appease the Grant faction.
He ran against Democrat Winfield Scott

Garfield School at First Street and Pearl Street with Washington School in the background
Hancock, whose perceptiveness early in the
Battle of Gettysburg gave the Union Army the
strategic compass of the high ground.
As President, Garfield believed the key to
improving the state of African American civil
rights would be found in education aided by
the federal government. During Reconstruction,
freedmen had gained citizenship and suffrage,
which enabled them to participate in government,
but Garfield believed their rights were being
eroded by Southern white resistance and
illiteracy, and was concerned that blacks would
become America’s permanent “peasantry”. He
answered by proposing a “universal” education
system funded by the federal government.
The Journal thanks the Boone County
Historical society for allowing use of the
photograph.

Comptroller Hopeful
Outdoor Events on
Track for Summer,
Indoor Events for Fall

Says increased activity key to state’s
economic rebound from pandemic
by Tim Kirsininkas Capitol News Illinois
In a Senate Tourism and Hospitality
Committee hearing Thursday, State Comptroller
Susana Mendoza said she is hopeful outdoor
events can return as early as this summer with
large indoor events such as conventions and trade
shows beginning in the fall.
Mendoza said that the return to holding events
would be gradual and based on a number of
factors, including COVID-19 transmission and
vaccination rates.
“We’re on a favorable trajectory in the
pandemic,” Mendoza told the committee on

Thursday. “Let’s continue to prepare for the
worst and plan for the best and optimally position
ourselves to reopen with greater capacity sooner
rather than later.”
The state’s COVID-19 seven-day rolling
average was near a pandemic-low 2.4 percent
for the sixth consecutive day Thursday, while
hospitalizations continued to decrease and about
7.5 percent of the state’s population had been
fully vaccinated.
Mendoza said she is hopeful the governor’s
office will be receptive to a wider reopening
approach this year.
“Working now in concert with industry
shareholders, organized labor, the legislature, of
course, and the administration on agreed safety
measures is a sensible course,” she said.
Mendoza said allowing events and gatherings
to resume safely in a quick and efficient manner
would be key to jumpstarting an economic
turnaround following the COVID-19 pandemic
as the state works to return to a full reopening.
“My job, as you know, is to pay the state’s
bills, which is hard to do when businesses
close and people lose their jobs, and neither the
businesses nor the employees are in any position
to pay taxes,” Mendoza said.
Citing numbers from the state’s tourism office,
Mendoza said COVID-19-related shutdowns and
event cancellations cost the state nearly a $500
million in tax revenue over the past year. Prior
to the pandemic, tourism in the state brought in
nearly $2.5 billion in sales tax revenue annually,
she said.
Mendoza also said state hotel revenue fell from
$300 million in fiscal year 2019 to $250 million
in fiscal year 2020. In the first six months of the
current fiscal year, the state has only brought in
$42.5 million in hotel tax revenue, she said.
“This is economic activity that we need to
nurture and sustain to the best of our abilities
while we combat the pandemic,” Mendoza added.
Mendoza cited recent decisions by the National
Continued on Page 3
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Candidate’s Letter
Dear Editor,
My name is Lisa Whitcomb. I am running
for the Belvidere District 100 School Board
as a Caledonia Township candidate. Please
allow me to share the “whys” that lead me to
run for the board at this time. I’ve seen the D
100 system from the inside as a parent. I am
the parent of ten children (now adults) who
were raised in this community and educated
in District 100. Our children benefited from
some amazing teachers in this district. Four of
our children have special needs and received
support and special education services in
District100 and this adds a perspective not
currently represented on the board. I want
to expand my advocacy opportunities. I have
served as the president of PASS (Parents
Advocating for Students Staff) for the
past several years. This has provided the
opportunity to partner with students, parents,
and staff with support, ideas, and mobilization
of resources to effect change. Board service
will open doors to additional advocacy
opportunities. I understand risk assessment
and strategic planning. As a licensed insurance
agent, I am familiar with risk assessment,
planning to meet risk issues, operating within a
budget to meet coverage needs, and mitigating
risk to control costs. I want to bridge and
celebrate community success. District 100 has
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the potential to build on its current successes
and face its challenges head-on so that we
are a destination district in the region. This
will drive community-wide success with an
influx of people who move into our district and
send their children to our schools. We will,
with this expansion see business growth and
development, opportunity, and expansion for
students. We will also be able to attract the best
and brightest staff, teachers, administrators to
a district of distinction. If my “WHYS” resonate
with you, I would ask for your vote on April 6 .
Sincerely,
Lisa Whitcomb
School Board Candidate
th

Letters to Editor

he has lived in this community for over 50 years. He
attended and graduated from the Belvidere school
system, his 2 children attended and graduated from
the Belvidere school district and his grandchildren
are attending Belvidere schools. For 2+ decades,
Clint Morris volunteered his time through the
Belvidere YMCA, coaching youth basketball and flag
football.  Similarly, he volunteered through BYB,
coaching several levels of youth baseball. He not
only coached but was an outstanding role model to
all. I know this first hand, as Clint not only raised
me but coached me, too. As I became a young adult,
I was extremely fortunate and honored to volunteer
and coach beside him. You see it wasn’t about
winning and losing, it was truly about teaching,
motivating, encouraging and developing kids to be
the best they could be. The lessons he instilled in me,
as a person and athlete, molded me into a responsible
young man who learned early in life how important
it is to give back to your community. Clint worked
locally for Commonwealth Edison and dedicated
30+ years providing best in class support to ensure
the needs of all customers were met with a daily
objective of restoring power to the people. Clint
represented the City of Belvidere for 12 years as
Alderman of the people, basing decisions on listening
to the people, gaining all the facts, understanding
the law and legal implications and casting his
vote with the best interests of the community and
taxpayers in mind. At times, this may not have
been popular, but being popular wasn’t what was at
stake. Clint Morris identifies and understands the
issues that face this community as he has listened to
the people who are impacted by the “politics” of the
current administration. Unlike some, Clint Morris
will NEVER sell out this city for personal gain or
to a select few who look to cash checks written by
Belvidere taxpayers, then move on to the next money
machine grab, saddling existing Belvidere residents
with the long term tax burden.
In closing, there are some people who want you
to believe all is well and you merely need to ask
“Dave”, “Joe”, “Jeff” or “Karl” and they will confirm
“it”. I would ask a better question: What have
any of those folks done for Belvidere taxpayers??
The logical way to figure out the best qualified
servant to represent small business and the people
of Belvidere is to get the candidates together to talk
about their record and have constructive debates. As
taxpayers, isn’t this something we deserve? Clint
Morris welcomes many public debates to discuss the
vision of Belvidere because he is committed to all
taxpayers, keeping our best interests in mind. He has
a vision, many initiatives and a road map designed
to make Belvidere a better place for both businesses
and citizens. More importantly he has the intellect,
acumen and backbone to get them done! I’m certain
our current Mayor would welcome these same
forums to take ownership of and discuss his political
record with the taxpayers of Belvidere.
On April 6th, we have a choice. I will be honored
to cast my vote for my brother, Clint Morris, and
humbly ask for your support in doing the same. You
don›t have to settle for “like,” together we can love
and embrace the change!
Respectfully,
Clif Morris (brother of Clint Morris) Belvidere

Clint Morris for Mayor
Dedicated, Committed and highly qualified
to serve Belvidere taxpayers!
Fellow Belvidere Taxpayers;
As a resident of Belvidere, I know election time
is near. Where else would you find current elected
politicians, disconnected from Belvidere, coming
out to support a local Mayor?  On the surface this
may seem genuine and give everyone inspiration
to support the status quo, however; I implore
you to strip back the surface and see what truly
is before us.  Current elected politicians stand
beside each other and lend support to ensure
their personal agendas are not disrupted. During
the off cycle, within their term, they look out
for their own best interests, not concerned for
those who placed trust in them at the ballot
box.  They stick together and provide cover when
they need your vote even though they’ve failed to
deliver and the constituents they represent are set
up to lose.   These elected politicians swill from
the same trough, however; they are the only ones
guzzling from it while their constituents thirst to be
heard and represented. A city cannot be successful
with a Mayor who touts himself and favors special
interest friends but doesn’t connect with the most
important asset in our community, the PEOPLE!
From what I read and see, our current Mayor is the
definition of a politician. He fails to recognize he
was hired by the people of this city, entrusted to
represent the hard working taxpayers of Belvidere.
However, he remains disconnected from the City
and chooses an alliance with outsider special
interest friends, writing his agenda and filling his
coffers with campaign contributions. Should we
need validation, one need only follow the money
and backers to reveal these “friends” first hand.
In this election, we DO have a person who is
committed to the city of Belvidere and beholden
only to the taxpayers. A person who refuses to take
any donations or funds from anyone. A person who
has self-funded his campaign because he believes in
the city he lives in and knows it deserves so much
better. Someone who, with your help, will take
back the keys from City
Hall and return them to
their rightful owners, the
I Support Clint Morris for Mayor
PEOPLE. A true Civil
I have been a friend of Clint’s for over 35 years. He has a vast
servant with incredible
knowledge of the city’s operations because he was an alderman
intellect,
integrity,
for many years. We need someone who is willing to get rid of
character, high morals,
special interests and work for the people of Belvidere.
strong work ethic, and
leadership who’s ready
“Clint is the man to get this done.”
Jock Difford
to work for the people of
Belvidere. That person
is Clint Morris and
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Letters to Editor
To the Voters & Taxpayers of Belvidere
Township:
I encourage you to vote for MARY
MARQUARDT for the 2-year term for Belvidere
Township Park District Commissioner. During
the many years I served as commissioner with
Mary, Belvidere Township experienced some of
its greatest growth. The commissioners under
Mary’s leadership as chairwoman updated the
neglected infrastructure. Mary’s expertise as a
planner and budgeter were very evident. The
main park became much more user friendly as
evidenced by the increased use by the Belvidere
area residents.
The park district commissioners, again with
Mary’s leadership, expanded into neighborhood
parks and partnered with the Belvidere School
District to expand use of after school programs
for children.
All this expansion was done over a long period
of time to keep taxes reasonable while getting the
“biggest bang for taxpayers” dollars through strict
budgeting. The 21sr century parks the residents
now use every day would not be possible without
Mary’s leadership and concern for her fellow
citizen’s and taxpayer’s of Belvidere township.
AGAIN, I urge you to VOTE APRIL 6th for
MARY MARQUARDT
Thank You,
Ross Wheeler
Former Commissioner & Treasurer
Belvidere Township Park District

Comptroller

Continued page 1

Restaurant Association and the International
Housewares Association to cancel their annual
conventions in the state as an example of how the
state could lose out on key income if large-scale
events do not return in some capacity in 2021.
Some business leaders told the committee that
they have been set back by the state’s current
cap of 50 people for event gatherings under
Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois guidelines. Phase
5 of the reopening plan would allow for a return
of large-scale events with the necessary safety
precautions, pending the widespread availability
of a COVID-19 vaccine or treatment.
As a result of the federal government moving
up projections that a vaccine could be available to
the entire population by the end of May, business
leaders asked the committee for a “ramp” approach
to reopening under Phase 5 to allow events to
resume in some capacity as soon as possible.
“I don’t think we need to have capacity limits,”
Bob Reiter, president of the Chicago Federation
of Labor told the committee on Thursday. “We
need to have percentages that account for actual
spaces.”
In the “ramp” approach, Reiter asked that
public health guidelines on event gatherings be
made more flexible as the state works towards the
next phase of reopening amid vaccinations and a
declining positivity rate.
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“I think we can move past that benchmark and
set other benchmarks that get us closer to full
capacity as the vaccines work their way through
the system,” Reiter said.
Mendoza expressed confidence that the state
could exercise flexibility in allowing events to
return as early as this summer.
“As more and more of our people are vaccinated
and Illinois continues in a positive direction,
it’s really gratifying for me to hear that outdoor
events like the State Fair this summer are a very
real possibility,” Mendoza said.
“When necessary, we can always adjust and be
nimble, recognizing of course that public health
and safety are always the prime consideration,”
she said.
Marilynn Gardner, president and CEO of Navy
Pier Inc., told the committee that allowing Illinois’
flagship tourist attraction as well as the city’s
McCormick Place convention center to reopen in
at least partial capacity would be “critical” to an
economic rebound for the entire state.
Gardner said the closure of the pier’s
restaurants, theaters and attractions, as well as a
shortened 2020 season, led to a 25 percent loss in
revenue for Navy Pier last year.
“During this period, with every source of
earned revenue diminished or suspended, we now
face the harsh reality of potentially being forced to
close permanently, and we can’t let that happen,”
Gardner said.
“We need to start ramping up, we need to
start hiring, start cleaning, and preparing for the
season” Gardner added. “The health and safety of
our community remains our top priority, but we
also have to focus on the devastating impact on
our ability to support the livelihoods and quality
of life in our community.”
Mendoza said reopening McCormick Place,
which was once the site of a temporary field
hospital at the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic
last year, would be symbolic of the state’s
economic turnaround and reopening following the
adversity of 2020.
“All of us, Democrats and Republicans, from
Chicago to Galena to Cairo, we all agree we need
to do whatever we can within appropriate safety
protocols to gradually open this critical segment
of our economy again,” she said.
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management, weed pests, insect pests, plant diseases, and application equipment and calibration.
Short videos are followed by knowledge-check
questions to help determine an applicator’s readiness to be successful during the exam.
To register or view a list of additional training
courses, visit Illinois PSEP’s Training and Testing. If you will need an accommodation in order
to participate, please email uie-psep@illinois.edu.
Early requests are strongly encouraged to allow
sufficient time to meet your access needs.
The Vacancies of Boone County Volunteer
Boards:
Term Expires
Length of Term
Commissioners of the Housing Authority
January 1, 2025
(5) Year Term
January 1, 2023
(5) Year Term
Fire Protection District #3
1st Monday, May 2021 Remainder of Term
Regional Planning Commission
December 31, 2023 Remainder of Term
December 31, 2021 Remainder of Term
Boone County Ethics Commission
June 30, 2021
Remainder of Term
Boone County Zoning Board of Appeals
June 1, 2021
Remainder of Term
Building Board of Appeals
June 1, 2024
(5) Year Term
June 1, 2025
(5) Year Term
Capron Cemetery Association
February 1, 2027
(6) Year Term
Boone County Conservation District
June 30, 2023
Remainder of Term
Capron Rescue Squad
2nd Monday, December 2022 Remainder of Term
Interested parties are asked to send a letter
and/or resume expressing your interest and qualifications along with your contact information to
Boone County Administration Office, Administration Campus, 1212 Logan Ave., Suite 102, Belvidere, IL 61008, or e-mail info@boonecountyil.
org.
Lifelong Learning Institute Builds Community and Finds New Opportunities Online: In
the fall of 2021, NIU’s Lifelong Learning Institute
(LLI) was one of the many programs that switched
to an online meeting format to keep members safe
during COVID. The LLI organizers were aware
of the risk the virus presented. They also knew
that the chance to connect with peers and continue
learning about a wide range of topics in an informal, non-competitive setting was too important
to put on hold until the pandemic was over. Now
registration is open for the spring session. All are
welcome, and the cost is $25 to attend any discussion groups and lectures from March 16 through
May 6. Register and get more information at niu.
Turfgrass, Ornamentals Pesticide Applica- edu/p20/lifelong-learning-institute.
tor Certification Open Online: Illinois pesticide
applicators needing to
complete the turfgrass
and ornamentals category certifications can
now access the online
training courses to
prepare for the exams.
University of Illinois
Extension is offering
each course for $25,
with unlimited access
to course material
during a 30-day window.
The course topics
cover integrated pest

Community News
& Events
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Bills Address Tollway
Rates for Small
Trailers, Future
Railway Infrastructure

are used a guarantee that the Tollway can pay its
bonds.
He said in a worst case scenario, changes in
revenue could open the Tollway to litigation from
bondholders.
“If we’re not meeting the revenue and all of a
sudden we’re not able to make our bond payments
on time, or we’re able to but we’re having to put
Legislation moves to the House floor
bond money towards other purposes and not
with unanimous votes
what they were promised for, is where they (the
by Grace Barbic Capitol News Illinois
bondholders) could potentially come after us,”
A House transportation committee on Monday Donahue said.
Committee members urged the Tollway to
advanced two bills, one lowering toll rates for
small trailers and another creating a forum on consider their solutions as the bill moved to the
House floor.
future railway infrastructure.
House Bill 394 and House Bill 399 were both
Railway Commission
sponsored by Rep. Martin Moylan, D-Des Plaines.
HB 399, which would create the High
Both received a unanimous 13-0 vote to move to
Speed
Railway Commission to explore new
the House floor.
infrastructure
for electrified trains and buses, also
HB 394 states that the Illinois State Toll
advanced
Monday.
Highway Authority shall not charge a toll for a
The commission would create a statewide
vehicle pulling a single axle trailer at a rate higher
plan
for a high-speed rail line and feeder network
than twice the regular car rate. For example, if
connecting
St. Louis and Chicago that includes
a toll is $1.40, then the small trailer should only
current
existing
Amtrak and Metra services. It
be charged an additional $1.40 for the extra axle,
would also connect the cities of Rockford, Moline,
Moylan said this would be more reasonable.
“If you’re driving your car on the tollway and Peoria and Decatur and use inner city bus service
you’re pulling a small motorcycle, a small trailer to coordinate with the rail line.
Rick Harnish, Executive Director of the High
with a four wheeler or a jet ski, or even if you’re
going to cut your grandmother’s lawn, and you’re Speed Rail Alliance, said in his testimony that
hauling a lawn mower, you are paying between the commission would create a forum for people
$6.80 and $9.25 per toll, sometimes as high as to talk about what the statewide transportation
network looks like and how it can be implemented.
$18,” Moylan said.
“As we reinvent ourselves as a state post
When the Tollway changed to open road tolling
COVID,
trains and buses can play a major role
in the early 2000s, I-PASS systems only accounted
in
creating
new connections,” Harnish said. “In
for passenger cars, and a second category for
some
cases,
it might mean upgrading the existing
small trailers, medium sized vehicles and medium
trailers, which are all charged a higher rate than Amtrak service, it may mean reinventing the way
cars. Drivers pulling a single-axle trailer are being Metra operates. Certainly feeder buses play a
charged the same as a double-axle trailer, which is major role and we believe that new infrastructure
equivalent to pulling a large boat or small semi- for electrified high speed trains need to play a
major role.”
truck.
The commission would be required to conduct
Moylan said he presented an identical bill in
a
ridership study and provide findings and
2018, but ended up holding it from going to a full
recommendations
for a governance structure, the
vote because of concerns from the Toll Highway
Authority, which agreed to work on a resolution. frequency of service and a plan for implementation,
Two and a half years later, the Tollway is still according to the bill.
HB 399 advanced to the House floor with a
opposed to the legislation due to concerns of
unanimous
13-0 vote on Monday.
the General Assembly setting toll rates and the
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
inability to differentiate between trailer sizes with
news
service covering state government and
existing technology.
distributed
to more than 400 newspapers
Kevin Donahue, the government and legislative
statewide.
It
is funded primarily by the Illinois
affairs manager for the Toll Highway Authority,
said in his testimony the Tollway lacks the funds Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick
to upgrade its technology to identify the difference Foundation.
in trailer sizes.
“If the Tollway was to have to implement a
$100 million weighing technology program it
would take away our ability to do such projects
as I-294, I-57 Interchange Project,” Donahue said.
The Tollway considered in-person cash
collectors as a solution because they could identify
Current law led to $650 million
the different sizes of trailers when vehicles would
Facebook settlement
pull up to the toll booths to pay.
But in an effort to combat the spread of by Grace Barbic Capitol News Illinois
COVID-19, cash collectors were pulled from toll
State lawmakers are considering changes to an
plazas and the Tollway decided recently that cash
internet
privacy law that recently led to a $650
collectors will not be returning, he said.
million
settlement
between Facebook and more
“So, the one viable solution that we thought
would be consistent is no longer even an option than 1 million of the website’s users in Illinois.
A state House judiciary committee advanced
because we won’t have cash collectors returning,”
House
Bill 559 on Tuesday, a measure that would
Donahue said.
revisit
the Biometric Information Privacy Act
Several representatives questioned whether
there was a simpler solution, one that would of 2008, known as BIPA, to include provisions
not require a complete overhaul of the tollways’ which sponsors say will protect small businesses
existing technology. Rep. Jawaharial Williams, but detractors say will
D-Chicago, suggested tying transponders, or render the privacy law
I-PASS devices, into trailer license plates where obsolete.
House
Minority
drivers could purchase a second transponder to
Leader
Jim
Durkin,
tag their different sized trailers.
R-Western
Springs,
Donahue said he would look into the feasibility
of that option, but expressed overall concern about introduced the bill,
violating the Tollway’s trust indenture agreement saying thousands of
BIPA related lawsuits
with bondholders.
Donahue said per that agreement, the Tollway, have been filed against
not the General Assembly, has the exclusive right big businesses and
to set toll rates, as the revenues the rates create small businesses alike,

Lawmakers Revisit
Data Collection
Privacy Laws
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hitting the “small guys” the hardest.
The bill advanced to the House floor on a 10-5
vote Tuesday, with five Democrats opposed and
one voting present. The committee vote in favor
was bipartisan, although most of the support came
from Republicans.
Durkin said he is concerned that the language of
BIPA is outdated and that it has created a “cottage
industry for a select group of lawyers to file class
action lawsuits against big and small employers
and nonprofit agencies.”
BIPA is one of the strictest privacy laws in the
nation, and it became law at a time when some
of the current day’s most ubiquitous technologies,
such as the iPhone, were still new. It requires
Illinois business owners that collect biometric
information, such as fingerprints or face prints for
facial recognition, to have certain policies in place
for the collection, storage and use of this personal
identification.
The business is required to notify the employee
or customer and obtain a written release from
the individual if biometric information is being
collected. BIPA also states that the business is not
authorized to disclose this biometric information
to a third party without the individual’s consent.
If a private entity, which is defined as any
individual, partnership, corporation, limited
liability company, association or other group,
violates any portion of this policy, the individual
has a right to take legal action.
One of the major lawsuits, Rosenbach v. Six
Flags, set a precedent for future BIPA lawsuits
because of the Illinois Supreme Court’s ruling that
a person can seek “liquidated damages” based on
a technical violation of BIPA, even if there was
no “actual injury,” according to the National Law
Review.
Liquidated damages refer to penalties for
breaking the BIPA law, which are numbered
at $1,000-$5,000 in existing law depending on
whether the offense was negligent, reckless or
intentional.
In that case, a woman purchased a season pass
to Six Flags Great America for her son, and his
fingerprint was scanned to be used as a means
to enter the theme park. At issue is that neither
the woman nor her son were given written notice
and they did not sign a written release for this
biometric information to be collected or used,
both of which are required under BIPA.
While there was no actual injury, the Illinois
Supreme Court ruled in a unanimous decision
that “an individual need not allege some actual
injury or adverse effect, beyond violation of his
or her rights under the Act, in order to qualify
as an ‘aggrieved’ person and be entitled to seek
liquidated damages and injunctive relief pursuant
to the Act.”
Under HB 559, the “aggrieved party” must
provide a 30-day written notice of a violation
to the business or employer and the entity in
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violation must “cure” the violation within 30
days, otherwise they are subject to litigation.
“We think this is fair,” Durkin said. “This is
what I believe is an appropriate balance between
the rights of privacy and the employees, and also
what I think is a fair shake for employers.”
Facebook is facing the $650 million class
action lawsuit under BIPA because of a feature that
utilizes facial recognition technology to suggest
other users to tag in photos. It started with three
different Illinois residents that filed suit against
Facebook in 2015, and now includes nearly 1.6
million Illinois Facebook users that believe
Facebook violated their rights under BIPA.
Clark Kaericher, Vice President of the Illinois
Chamber of Commerce, said despite the fact that
most of the headline-making cases are against big
companies, it’s mostly small companies in the
state facing lawsuits.
“Since that case (Rosenbach v. Six Flags),
we’ve seen an explosion,” Kearicher said. “As
of last month, we were up to 1,076 cases filed,
both open and closed, in a two year period here in
Illinois alone.”
Notably, the Salvation Army, nursing homes,
hospitals and other businesses have been targets
of BIPA lawsuits as of late because of their
timekeeping system that uses a fingerprint scan
for clocking in and out to avoid wage litigation
and timekeeping fraud.
According to BIPA, a claimant subject to
a negligence violation is entitled to at least
$1,000 in liquidated damages, up to the cost of
actual damage, whichever is more. Penalties for
intentional or reckless violation amount to the
greater of $5,000 or actual damages. BIPA also
provides that an individual can recover reasonable
attorneys’ fees and costs, or other relief such as an
injunction.
“It’s enough to put any small business into
insolvency and we think that alone is reason to
relocate this law,” said Kearicher.
HB 559 contains several changes to the original
bill language, including allowing companies to
receive “consent” for biometric data use instead
of the “written release” required in the original
bill, and it allows for the consent to be given
through “electronic means.”
It would also change the penalty structure
for damages. For negligence violations, it
would remove the $1,000 liquidated damages
penalty, limiting claimants in that category to
reimbursement of “actual damages,” which are
quantifiable repercussions of the violation of the
law.
For “intentional or reckless” violations, the
language would be changed to “willful” violations,
and the $5,000 number for liquidated damages
would be removed. Instead, claimants would
be entitled to “actual damages plus liquidated
damages up to the amount of actual damages.”
Advocates for the reform also argued that
BIPA has innovation killing aspects, taking
competitiveness away from Illinois businesses
which worry about implementing new technology
out of fear of BIPA’s liability.
Opponents are more concerned that the bill
will render the existing law useless.
Sapna Khatri, advocacy and policy counsel for
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the ACLU of Illinois, noted that BIPA has been
called the most effective and important privacy
law in the country because of its simplicity.
“We are here because BIPA is working
precisely as it was intended,” Khatri said. “This
(new bill) is prioritizing corporate profits over
personal privacy and granting companies wide
latitude to collect and exchange our biometric
information like currency. This is not a solution.”
Opponents to HB 559, such as Rep. Ann
Williams, D-Chicago, and Rep. Jennifer
Gong-Gershowitz, D-Glenview, argued that
as technology advances, BIPA as it stands is
imperative to protecting Illinois residents’ most
personal private data.
“At a time when our neighbors and other states
are modeling legislation around BIPA and issuing
bans on the use of invasive biometric technology,
like facial recognition, HB 559 presents a massive
step back for Illinois,” Khatri said.
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service covering state
government and distributed to more than 400
newspapers statewide. It is funded primarily by
the Illinois Press Foundation and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

Keicher’s Local
Government Efficiency
Bill Wins Unanimous
Approval in Committee

The Illinois House Counties & Townships
Committee voted unanimously on Friday to
approve House Bill 162, bipartisan legislation
introduced and sponsored by State Rep. Jeff
Keicher (R-Sycamore) that would require most
local taxing bodies in Illinois to review and report
at least once every 10 years on ways in which they
can save taxpayer money, improve efficiency or
by consolidating services. The bill currently has
two Democratic co-sponsors and two Republican
co-sponsors.
“Just like families do with their household
budgets and job creators do with their business,
our local taxing bodies should have to review
their activities, processes and spending through
broad buy-in and input. To seek to find ways to
do more efficient work on behalf of the property
taxpayer,” Rep. Keicher said. “This initiative
would drastically improve public accountability
on how local tax dollars are spent and make local
units of government’s footprint right-sized and
more efficient. For too long we have all heard
about the excessive units of local government in
Illinois. What we have done with this framework
is allow a process for local units to evaluate if they
should modify or consolidate or, in the case of a
good government unit, validate their services to
be most responsive to the local needs.”
House Bill 162 creates the “Decennial
Committees on Local Government Consolidation
& Efficiency Act”.

Do you have a Car or Truck that you don’t want?
Would you like to Donate to a Worthy Cause?
Simply follow the directions at this website:
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It is easy we will send a truck and it is tax deductable

The proceeds go to the local Food Pantry
Empower Boone in Capron IL
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Under the provisions of the bill, each unit of local
government (except schools, municipalities and
counties) would be required to form a committee
to study local efficiencies, including an analysis of
whether to consolidate with another governmental
unit, municipality, or county; and create a report
with recommendations regarding efficiencies,
increased accountability, and consolidation.
The duties of the committee would include the
study of the unit of local government’s governing
statutes, ordinances, rules, procedures, powers,
jurisdiction, shared services, intergovernmental
agreements, and interrelationships with other
units of local government and the State of Illinois.
Each committee would be required to collect
data, research, analysis, and public input; and be
dissolved upon completion of its report and oral
presentation of the report.
With Friday’s unanimous approval in the
Counties & Townships Committee, House Bill
162 now advances to the House Floor where it
awaits potential amendments and final passage by
the full House of Representatives.

Pritzker Signs
Education Equity Bill
into Law

Legislation was backed by Black Caucus
by Raymon Troncoso Capitol News Illinois
Gov. JB Pritzker joined members of the Illinois
Legislative Black Caucus on Monday to sign a
measure aimed at advancing equity in education
in the state.
House Bill 2170, known as the Education
and Workforce Equity Act, contains over 20
provisions aimed at decreasing racial gaps in
opportunity and attainment that currently persist
in the state’s education system. The legislation
is the second major omnibus bill backed by the
Black Caucus that Pritzker has signed this year.
“The entire Illinois Legislative Black Caucus
and the many advocates engaged in shaping a
better world for our youngest residents… our
work isn’t done until equity and fairness is a
guiding principle at all of our schools,” Pritzker
said during Monday’s signing. “The Education
and Workforce Equity Act amplifies our common
priorities in delivering high quality learning from
cradle to career.”
The bill was signed at Proviso East High
School in Maywood, the alma mater of former
Black Caucus Chair and Senate Majority Leader
Kimberly Lightford, D-Maywood.
Lightford, who sponsored the legislation,
led the Black Caucus through the development
of their four-pillar legislative agenda and their
successful passage of multiple omnibus bills
during the January lame duck session.
During her speech, she cried while reflecting
on her tenure.
“Almost a year ago, I stood at a microphone at
an event very much like this one. I talked about
my own trauma, as a Black single mother, because
I wanted people to know that the desperation with
raising a Black child in our society is common,”
she said. “We have 23 provisions in this act,
23, that will change the way a child goes from
preschool all the way through higher education.”
For early education, HB 2170 will require the
Illinois State Board of Education to conduct an
annual assessment of all public school students
entering kindergarten and expands the Early
Intervention Program for 3-year-olds who were
previously cut out of the program if they had a
birthday between May and August.
Continued on Page 7
ROOM FOR RENT: Belvidere: Nice
furnished room w/ fridge, near downtown, bus
stop, Aldi, Drug & Dollar Stores. No Sec.
Deposit. $102/wk. or $430/mo.
Call (815) 544-4466
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Real Estate
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE - BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS
CALIBER HOME LOANS, INC.; Plaintiff,
vs. 19 CH 103
ERIK L. BROZ AKA ERIK BROZ; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON RECORD CLAIMANTS; Defendants,
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on Thursday, April 8, 2021, at the hour of 12:15 p.m. in the
office of inside the front entrance of the, Boone County Courthouse, 601
North Main Street,, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, sell to the highest bidder for
cash, the following described mortgaged real estate:
Commonly known as 2421 Ridgefield Drive, Belvidere, Illinois 61008.
The improvement on the property consists of a single family residence.
If the subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium
Property Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by
certified funds. No refunds. The property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call The Sales Department at Plaintiff’s Attorney, Anselmo Lindberg & Associates, LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, Naperville,
Illinois 60563-1890. (630) 453-6960. File Number F19080010
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3164777
Published in The Boone County Journal Feb 26; Mar 5, 12, 2021
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
MIDLAND STATES BANK, as successor in interest to the Belvidere
National Bank & Trust
Plaintiff, -v.- 20 CH 34
STEPHEN H. AMBROSE a/k/a STEPHEN H. AMBROSE, II,
TERESA J. AMBROSE, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS Defendant
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on June 30, 2020, an
agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on March 22,
2021, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue
entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder,
as set forth below, the following described real estate:
≠≠Commonly known as 7.16 Acres of land located in Rural Boone
County, POPLAR GROVE, IL 61065
Property Index No. 04-20-200-006
The real estate is improved with vacant land.
The judgment amount was $322,600.38.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the
close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for
the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is
calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in
certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee
shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant
to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or
other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the
residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by T≠he Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is
part of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation
conducts foreclosure sales.
For information, WILLIAMSMCCARTHY LLP Plaintiff’s Attorneys,
120 W. STATE STREET, P.O. BOX 219, Rockford, IL, 61105 (815) 9878900.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for
a 7 day status report of pending sales.
WILLIAMSMCCARTHY LLP
120 W. STATE STREET, P.O. BOX 219
Rockford IL, 61105
815-987-8900
E-Mail: TSandquist@wilmac.com
Case Number: 20 CH 34
TJSC#: 41-195
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are
advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
Published in The Boone County Journal Feb 26; Mar 5, 12, 2021

Foreclosures
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
MIDLAND STATES BANK, as successor in interest to the Belvidere
National Bank & Trust
Plaintiff, -v.- 20 CH 34
STEPHEN H. AMBROSE a/k/a STEPHEN H. AMBROSE, II,
TERESA J. AMBROSE, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS Defendant
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on June 30, 2020, an
agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on March 22,
2021, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue
entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder,
as set forth below, the following described real estate:
All that part of the North 9 Acres of the East Half (1/2) of the Northeast
Quarter (1/4) of Section 20, Township 45 North, Range 4 East of the Third
Principal Meridian lying Easterly of the following described premises,

described as follows, to-wit: A part of the East Half (1/2) of the Northeast
Quarter (1/4) of Section 20, Township 45 North, Range 4 East of the Third
Principal Meridian, bounded and described as follows, to-wit: Beginning
at a point on the North line of said Section a distance of 33.0 feet South
89 degrees 53’36’’ East of the Northwest corner of the East Half (1/2) of
said Quarter (1/4) Section; thence South 89 degrees 53’36’’ East along the
said North line a distance of 187.91 feet; thence South 00 degrees 09’32’’
West parallel with the West line of the East Half (1/2) of said Quarter (1/4)
Section a distance of 352.71 feet to the Northerly right of way of Chicago
and Northwestern Railroad; thence South 51 degrees 40’16’’ West along
said Northerly right of way line a distance of 240.06 feet a point 33.00
feet perpendicular distant from the West line of the East Half (1/2) of
said Quarter (1/4) Section; thence North 00 degrees 09’32’’ East parallel
with said West line a distance of 501.94 feet to the place of beginning,
EXCEPTING THEREFROM the Railroad Right of Way; RESERVING
THEREFROM for the benefit of the Grantors an exclusive easement over
the Easterly 20 feet of said premises; situated in the County of Boone and
State of Illinois.
Commonly known as 7.16 Acres of land located in Rural Boone
County, POPLAR GROVE, IL 61065
Property Index No. 04-20-200-006
The real estate is improved with vacant land.
The judgment amount was $322,600.38.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the
close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for
the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is
calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300,
in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate
pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor,
or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the
residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation
conducts foreclosure sales.
For information, WILLIAMSMCCARTHY LLP Plaintiff’s Attorneys,
120 W. STATE STREET, P.O. BOX 219, Rockford, IL, 61105 (815) 9878900.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for
a 7 day status report of pending sales.
WILLIAMSMCCARTHY LLP
120 W. STATE STREET, P.O. BOX 219
Rockford IL, 61105
815-987-8900
E-Mail: TSandquist@wilmac.com
Case Number: 20 CH 34
TJSC#: 41-195
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are
advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE - BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS
CALIBER HOME LOANS, INC.; Plaintiff,
vs. 19 CH 103
ERIK L. BROZ AKA ERIK BROZ; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON RECORD CLAIMANTS; Defendants,
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on Thursday, April 8, 2021, at the hour of 12:15 p.m. in the
office of inside the front entrance of the, Boone County Courthouse, 601
North Main Street,, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, sell to the highest bidder for
cash, the following described mortgaged real estate:
LOT ONE HUNDRED FORTY-NINE (149) IN FARMINGTON,
PHASE 4, A SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (1/4) AND SOUTHEAST QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 31,
TOWNSHIP 44 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED NOVEMBER 25, 1996 AS DOCUMENT NO. 96-8213 IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS; SITUATED IN THE
COUNTY OF BOONE AND STATE OF ILLINOIS. P.I.N. 06-31-329-008.
Commonly known as 2421 Ridgefield Drive, Belvidere, Illinois 61008.
The improvement on the property consists of a single family residence.
If the subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium
Property Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by
certified funds. No refunds. The property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call The Sales Department at Plaintiff’s Attorney, Anselmo Lindberg & Associates, LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, Naperville,
Illinois 60563-1890. (630) 453-6960. File Number F19080010
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3164777
Published in The Boone County Journal Feb 26; Mar 5, 12, 2021

Legal Notices
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: Averiella Smalley minor				
No. 21-JA-05
Thomas Smalley/ To whom it may concern/All unknown natural Fathers
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on January 21, 2021, a petition was filed under the
JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty, Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 601
North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of
Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Averiella Smalley, minor; and
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 3:00 P.M. central

daylight time on 03/11/2021 & 04/29/2021; or as soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held upon the petition
to have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THE PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amend petition or a
motion to terminate parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: February 17, 2021, Linda J. Anderson, Circuit Clerk
Published in The Boone County Journal; March 5,12,19 - C
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: Raelynn Page, minor			
No.
21-JA-3
Jessie Herbig/ To whom it may concern/All unknown natural Fathers
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on January 20, 2021, a petition was filed under
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty, Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney,
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Raelynn Page, minor; and
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 3:00 P.M. central
daylight time on 03/11/2021 & 04/22/2021; or as soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held upon the petition
to have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THE PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amend petition or a
motion to terminate parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: February 22, 2021 Linda J. Anderson, Circuit Clerk
Published in The Boone County Journal; March 5, 12, 19 - C
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of: Arianna Smalley minor
No. 20-JA-28
Thomas Smalley/ To whom it may concern/All unknown natural Fathers
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on October 28, 2020, a petition was filed under the
JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty, Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 601
North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of
Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Arianna Smalley, minor; and
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 3:00 P.M. central
daylight time on 03/11/2021 & 04/29/2021; or as soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held upon the petition
to have the child declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THE PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A
GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETTION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL
RIGHTS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will
not be entitled to further written notices or publication notices of the
proceedings in this case, including the filing of an amend petition or a
motion to terminate parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: February 17, 2021				
Linda
J. Anderson, Circuit Clerk
Published in The Boone County Journal; March 5,12,19 - C
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL COURT
BOONE COUNTY
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF
ERIKA SANTACRUZ PARTIDA Plaintiff
-VS-				
CASE # 20 D-139
LUIS CANDIDO TALAVERA Defendant
AMENDED PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite Affidavit for Publication having been filed, NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN YOU, Luis Candido Talavera, Defendant, in the aboveentitle action, that a suit has been commenced in the Circuit Court of the
17th Judicial Circuit, Boone County, State of Illinois by Plaintiff Erika
Santacruz Partida, against you praying for a Judgement of Dissolution of
Marriage to said Erika Santacruz Partida, and for other relief.
NOW THEREFORE, you are further notified that, unless you, Luis
Candido Talavera, the said Defendant, file your Answer to the Petition for
Dissolution of Marriage in said suit, or otherwise make your Appearance
therein, in the Office of the Clerk of the Court, 601 N. Main Street,
Belvidere Illinois, 61008 on or before April 21, 2021, default may be
entered against you at any time after that date and a Judgment entered in
accordance with the prayer of said Petition for Dissolution of Marriage.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the
seal of said Court at my Office in Belvidere, Illinois this 16th day of
February, 2021
Linda J. Anderson
Clerk of the Circuit Court
17th Judicial Circuit
Boone County, Illinois
Published in Boone County Journal 2/26, 3/5, 12

In our 25th year publishing
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COUNTY OF WINNEBAGO
PUVITI CARMONA, Plaintiff
-VS-		
CASE # 20D-838
SHAWN CARMONA JR, Defendant
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Plaintiff appears Self Represented; Defendant appears Not Present
– Not Served
THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE YOU WILL RECEIVE OF THE
TRIAL DATE. YOU MUST FILE A WRITTEN APPEARANCE
AND (IF APPLICABLE) PAY A FEE, OR YOU MAY BE FOUND IN
DEFAULT. SEE ROOM 108.
Cause continued to 03/25/21 at 1:30 p.m. for status on publication
and possible prove up.
Notice is given to you, RICHARD ALLEN HITT, Defendant that
this cause has
Dated: 02-11-2021
Joseph P. Bruscato
Winnebago County, Illinois
Published in Boone County Journal 3/5, 12, 19 - C
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 17H JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF LOWELL A. RUBECK
DECEASED Case No. 2021 P 12
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of LOWELL A. RUBECK of 182
Biester Drive, Belvidere, Illinois 61008. Letters of Office were issued
on February 25, 2021 to Mary Cotner, 641 Ashland Avenue, Rockford,
Illinois 61103 whose attorney is Robert C. Becker, Jr., 213 West Main
Street, Genoa, Illinois 60135.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Clerk of the
Court at the Boone County Court House, 601 N. Main Street, Belvidere,
Illinois 61008, or with the representatives, or both, on or before August
25, 2021 and any claim not filed within that period is barred. Copies
of a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed.
The estate will be administered without Court supervision unless an
interested party terminates independent administration by filing a petition
to terminate under Section 28-4 of the Illinois Probate Act.
Linda Anderson (Clerk of the Circuit Court)
Published in The Boone County Journal March 12, 19, 2
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE-IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF TERESA ANN SNOW,
Deceased PROBATE NO. 2021 –P - 11
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS
Notice is given to creditors and Claimants of the death of TERESA
ANN SNOW, of Belvidere, Illinois. Letters of Office were issued
on February 22, 2021 to DANIEL SNOW, Executor, who is the legal
Representative of the estate. The attorney for the estate is
Attorney CHERYL RUSSELL-SMITH, 519 So.Main Street,
Belvidere, IL 61008.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Boone
County Clerk, Probate Division, 601 N. Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008,
or with the legal representative, or both on or before August 5, 2021, that
date being at least six (6) months from the date of first publication or
within three (3) months from the date of mailing or delivery of notice
to creditors, if mailing or delivery is required under 755 ILCS 6/18-3,
whichever date is later. Any claim not filed on or before that date is
denied. Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the attorney for the estate within ten (10) days after it has been filed.
DANIEL SNOW, Executor
Cheryl Russell-Smith, Attorney for Estate
519 S. Main Street
Belvidere, Illinois 61008
(815) 544-0911
Published in The Boone County Journal March 12, 19, 26
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Boone County Government will
hold a public hearing on March 18, 2021 at 6:30 PM as a part of the
March Boone County Board Meeting. This public will be held at the
Boone County Administration Campus located at 1212 Logan Avenue,
Belvidere, IL 61008 in the Board Room. The purpose of the hearing is
to consider the grant application to the Illinois Department of Transportation for Section 5311 and Downstate Operating Assistance Program
(DOAP) funding. The public is invited to attend and comment.
Karl Johnson
Chairman, Boone County Board
Published in The Boone County Journal March 12, 2021
NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
FOR FLORA TOWNSHIP on APRIL 13,2021
Located at 3100 Townhall Rd, Belvidere, IL 61008.
Time of the meeting will be 6:00 PM
1. Open Meeting
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Appoint a Moderator - (approval)
4. Swear in Moderator
5. Read the minutes
6. Read each line of each fund
8. Public Comment
9. Set meeting time and day for next year -04/12/2022 at 6:00 PM(approval)
10.Motion to adjourn
The regular meeting is to follow the Annual Town Meeting for Flora
Township. Any questions please call D0n Banks,, Flora Township
Clerk at (815) 751-6228
Published in The Boone County Journal March 12, 2021
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ON MARCH 9, 2021, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
BOONE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #1 DID
ADOPT TENTATIVE ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION
ORDINANCES FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR FISCAL YEAR
COMMENCING ON MAY 1, 2021 TO APRIL 30, 2022.
EFFECTIVE MARCH 9, 2021 THE AFOREMENTIONED
TENTATIVE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCES
ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION ON THE BULLETIN
BOARD ON THE EXTERIOR OF THE BUILDING AT THE BOONE
COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #1 STATION LOCATED
AT 130 WEST OGDEN STREET, CAPRON, ILLINOIS. A PUBLIC
HEARING WILL BE CONVENED ON APRIL 13, 2021 AT 6:55 PM AT
130 WEST OGDEN STREET, CAPRON, ILLINOIS, AT WHICH TIME
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WILL ENTERTAIN QUESTIONS AND
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON THE TENTATIVE BUDGET
ORDINANCES FOR THE 2021/2022 FISCAL YEAR.
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ADJOURNMENT OF THE
PUBLIC HEARING, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
BOONE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #1 WILL
CONVENE A SPECIAL MEETING TO TAKE ACTION ON THE
ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCES FOR
CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING
MAY 1, 2021 TO APRIL 30, 2022.
CAROL BERGLUND
SECRETARY, BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BOONE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #1
Published in The Boone County Journal March 12, 2021
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF BELVIDERE, An Illinois Municipal Corporation ,
Plaintiff, )
v.
2021ED1
Parcel No. 05-36-206-010
RANDY J. FINZEL, BETH GRAY, PRAIRIE COMMUNITY BANK,
and UNKNOWN OWNERS, Defendants.
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
YOU, UNKNOWN OWNERS, ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that this
case has been commenced and is pending against you and other respondents, asking for an Entry of an Order of Eminent Domain and other
relief at real property commonly known as 953 Logan Avenue, Belvidere,
Illinois. Legally described as:
Parcel: A part of 05-36-206-010
A parcel of land being a part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 36,
Township 44 North, Range 3 East of the Third Principal Meridian,
described as follows: Beginning at a 5/8” iron pin in the Southerly
line of a public road designated Logan Avenue, 17 and 35/100
chains (17 and 4/100 chains measured), as measured along the
Southerly line of said Logan Avenue Easterly of the intersection
of the West line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 36 with
the Southerly line of said Logan Avenue, said point also being
the Northwest corner of the premises conveyed by Marlene Ann
Lawler n/k/a Marlene Ann Smith to Randy J. Finzel by Warranty
Deed recorded March 13, 2006 as Document No. 2006R2811 in
the Recorder’s Office of Boone County, Illinois; thence South 74
degrees 18 minutes 55 seconds East along the Southerly line of said
Logan Avenue, a distance of 66.84 feet to the Northeast corner of
said premises conveyed by Marlene Ann Lawler n/k/a Marlene Ann
Smith to Randy J. Finzel; thence South 16 degrees 27 minutes 23
seconds West along the East line of said premises so conveyed, a
distance of 1.87 feet; thence North 74 degrees 01 minute 01 second
West, a distance of 66.84 feet to a point in the West line of said
premises so conveyed; thence North 16 degrees 27 minutes 23
seconds East along the West line of said premises so conveyed
a distance of 1.52 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 113
square feet, more or less, all being situated in the City of Belvidere,
Boone County Illinois. (the Acquisition Parcel)
UNLESS YOU FILE YOUR ANSWER or otherwise file your
appearance in this case in the office of the Clerk of this Court Boone
County, Illinois, on or before April 16 , 2021, A JUDGEMENT BY
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF
ASKED IN THIS COMPLAINT.
Linda J. Anderson, Clerk of the Court
Prepared By: Michael S. Drella, City Attorney #6236991
City of Belvidere
401 Whitney Boulevard
Belvidere, Illinois 61008
815/544-2612
Published in The Boone County Journal March 12, 19, 26

Assumed names
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact A
indoor dog pool business in said County and State under the name of K-9
Splashtastic at the following post office address: 910 North State Street,
Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons owning,
conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence address
of each, are as follows: Justin McMillan, 329 west Perry Street, Belvidere,
IL 61008; Stacy Fiebelkorn, 910 North State Street, Belvidere, IL 61008;
phone #847-338-8922.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 8th day of
March, A.D. 2021
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal March 12, 19, 26
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a
construction business in said County and State under the name of M.A.E.
Drywall and Construction at the following post office address: 1817 13th
Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons
owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence
address of each, are as follows: Eligio Valenzuela, 1817 13th Avenue,
Belvidere, IL 61008; phone #815-980-6166.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 23rd day of
February, A.D. 2021
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal February 26, March 5, 12
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ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact
a event equipment rental and services business in said County and State
under the name of Monark Event Rentals, LLC at the following post
office address: 3665 Poole Road, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and
real full names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such
business, with respective residence address of each, are as follows: Kyle
R. Baars, 628 East Madison Street, Belvidere, IL 61008; Vicryc Martinez,
628 East Madison Street, Belvidere, IL 61008; phone #779-707-0921.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 18th day of
February, A.D. 2021
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal February 26, March 5, 12
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a
gaming parlor business in said County and State under the name of Rosa’s
Slots at the following post office address: 884 Belvidere Road, Belvidere,
IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons owning, conducting
or transacting such business, with respective residence address of each, are
as follows: Rose Mary L Leggio, 7548 Western Gailes Drive, Rockford,
IL 61107; phone #815-243-2789.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 26th day of
February, A.D. 2021
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal March 5, 12, 19
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact
a pet waste removal business in said County and State under the name
of Prairie Land Pet Waste Removal at the following post office address:
3791 Shattuck Road, Garden Prairie, IL 61038 that the true and real full
names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with
respective residence address of each, are as follows: Grant Griffis, 3791
Shattuck Road, Garden Prairie, IL 61038; phone #815-362-6090.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 1st day of March,
A.D. 2021
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal March 5, 12, 19
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a
siding and contracting business in said County and State under the name
of Ace Contracting at the following post office address: 1526 Ruby Street,
Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons owning,
conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence address
of each, are as follows: Rafael Avila, 1526 Ruby Street, Belvidere, IL
61008; phone #815-621-9192.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 2nd day of
March, A.D. 2021
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal March 5, 12, 19

Education

Continued page 5

Most of the bill’s provisions are targeted at
K-12 education. HB 2170 adds new graduation
requirements for schools in line with what’s
necessary for entry at state universities.
Students entering 9th grade in the 202223 academic school year will need to take one
computer literacy course. For those entering high
school in 2024-25, two years of laboratory science
will be an additional requirement, and for those
entering in the 2028-29 school year, two years of
foreign language courses will be necessary.
The bill also expands social studies to include
more mandatory coursework on Black people
and Black Americans, from the pre-enslavement
of Africans, to the American slave trade, to the
American Civil Rights renaissance.
In line with other recent legislation pushed
by the Black Caucus to make the state more
responsive to the mental health needs of residents
in crisis, HB 2170 establishes the unpaid Whole
Child Task Force to expand school services for
students suffering from trauma.
On higher education, the bill reduces the
contribution schools must make to a grant program
aimed at keeping high-performing students in the
state in an effort to target income-based opportunity
gaps.
The AIM HIGH grant program will now operates
on a sliding scale for the school’s commitment
based on the percentage of low-income students
enrolled. Public Illinois universities with 49 percent
or more undergraduate students eligible for federal
Pell grants only need to match 20 percent of the
state’s AIM HIGH contribution. Universities with
under 49 percent Pell-eligible population still only
need to match 60 percent of the state’s contribution.
Previously, public universities were required to
match 100 percent of the state’s contribution.
“Much has been accomplished here but there
is still a great deal of work to do,” Pritzker said.
“There is no investment more important to the
future of our state than in our students.”
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state government and
distributed to more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation.
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State School Board
Requests $400 Million
Funding Increase,
Including K-12 Boost

Governor proposed second consecutive
year of flat funding
by Jerry Nowicki Capitol News Illinois
Illinois State Board of Education officials on
Monday made their case for an added $362.1 million
to the state’s evidence-based funding formula and
$50 million in early childhood education grants,
pushing back on the governor’s proposal to keep
state K-12 education funding flat next fiscal year.
In total, the board recommended a $406 million,
or 4.6 percent, increase in fiscal year 2022 in state
general revenue funding, increasing the state’s share
of education funding to $9.3 billion for the budget
year that begins July 1.
“While the recommendation does not represent
the full need of education, it is made in recognition
of the state’s current fiscal condition,” ISBE Board
Chair Darren Reisberg told a House education
appropriations committee. “We strongly believe this
budget recommendation is necessary to provide the
resources our schools, educators and students need
to continue to recover equitably from the COVID-19
pandemic.”
The evidence-based funding model was passed
in 2017 in an effort to direct new education funding
to districts that were furthest away from funding
adequacy based on a number of factors, including
class sizes, local capacity to fund education and
more. The formula created a target of $350 million
in new state funding to be pumped into K-12
education each year in an effort to have all districts
at 90 percent of adequacy by 2027.
ISBE Superintendent Carmen Ayala told the
committee that in fiscal year 2018, there were 168
school districts at or below 60 percent of funding
adequacy. Three years later, only 10 districts are at
or below that number.
But the COVID-19 pandemic scrapped new
funding for the current fiscal year, and in his budget
address last month, the governor proposed taking the
same approach in fiscal year 2022.
If the funding formula is to be successful in
driving districts to the 90 percent adequacy target by
2027, Ayala said, the state would need to allocate an
added $799 million each year for the next six years.
Thus, the $362.1 million increase to the formula is
the middle ground, according to ISBE officials.
Rep. Will Davis, a Democrat from Suburban
Homewood who was a lead negotiator in the House
for the evidence-based formula in 2017, said there
are “a number of” House Democrats “who are not
happy with the governor’s introduced budget” as it
relates to the evidence-based funding formula.
He suggested the state should treat the funding
increase as it does pension or bond debt, which
is considered a baseline expense that other state
spending should be built around.
“I’m just wondering if there’s a way to change the
conversation until we feel a little bit more obligated
to fund it appropriately,” he said “And that’s at
the minimum that we talked about, which is $350
million.”
Board officials also requested an added $50
million in funding for early childhood block grants
to allow an estimated 9,400 additional Illinois
children to take part in the program in the upcoming
fiscal year.
Board officials also argued for flat funding for
transportation expenses for Illinois’ public school
districts, as opposed to a $7.7 million reduction in
that line item proposed by the governor.
ISBE also made requests for added funding for
teacher recruiting and retention programs, some
of which were initiated with federal coronavirus
relief funding. An Illinois Association of Regional
Superintendents of Schools survey released last
month showed 77 percent of 591 surveyed Illinois
school districts said they have a teacher shortage
problem.

ISBE requested $17 million for various programs
aimed at addressing the shortage.
That included a $5 million request for a grant
program to “build educator pathways of study,
beginning in high school.” ISBE also requested $1
million for the Teach for America program, and $1.5
million to support candidates in the National Board
Certification process, such as covering retake fees,
renewal fees and mentor stipends.
“In Illinois, 44 percent of teachers leave their
initial school of employment within their first two
years, and by their fifth year of teaching, 25 to 30
percent have left the profession entirely,” Ayala said.
ISBE has partnered with the Illinois Education
Association and the Illinois Federation of Teachers
on a virtual coach and mentor program, pairing
new teachers with building mentors and virtual
instructional coaches early in their careers in a
retention effort. That’s currently funded through
$6.5 million from the first federal Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security, or CARES Act.
Ayala said the board is hoping to continue to
use federal funds, but has requested a $6.5 million
appropriation to continue the program if the federal
request is denied.
The budget request also includes $3 million to
help mentor and recruit aspiring principals to serve
in underperforming schools.
“The program will focus on principals who identify
as a member of significantly underrepresented
demographic groups, such as Black or Hispanic
principals,” Ayala said.
The request also includes $6 million in funding for
de-escalation training to “reduce the use of harmful
disciplinary behavioral modification practices on
students that are impacted by trauma.”
Last year amid the COVID-19 pandemic, ISBE
created a Student Care Department aimed at meeting
the needs of students on an individual and collective
basis. It was funded by the CARES Act as well, but
the board requested another $1.1 million should the
federal government prevent further use of federal
funds to continue the program.
“Specifically, the Student Care Department
oversees and monitors all aspects of timeout and
physical restraint and works to further reduce
practices deemed harmful to students,” Ayala said.
Board officials also noted the application process
for a second round of federal COVID-19 relief
through the Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief program is currently open. Grant
applications were released last week, Ayala said.
If federal lawmakers approve a coronavirus
relief package backed by President Joe Biden that
has already passed the Senate and is scheduled for
a House vote this week, that could result in another
$5 billion in ESSER funds for Illinois, according to
ISBE Chief Financial Officer Robert Wolfe.
The ISBE committee proposal was an early step
in the budgeting process which usually goes through
the end of May.

Democratic Illinois
Officials Applaud
Passage of Federal
Stimulus

‘American Rescue Plan’ to send $13.2
billion for state and local governments
By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Democratic state officials in Illinois applauded the
final passage Wednesday of President Joe Biden’s
$1.9 trillion federal relief package, which includes
billions of dollars in aid to cash-strapped state and
local governments.
The “American Rescue Plan” passed the U.S.
House on Wednesday, 220-211, largely along party
lines. No Republicans voted in favor of the bill while
only one Democrat voted against it. The White
House has indicated that Biden plans to sign the bill
Friday.
The bill includes direct payments of up to $1,400
for most Americans, which people should receive by

the end of the month. But it also includes aid for
state and local governments that suffered massive
revenue losses after much of the U.S. economy
was shut down last spring due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
According to U.S. Sens. Dick Durbin and Tammy
Duckworth, both Democrats, the bill will send $7.5
billion directly to the state of Illinois. It also provides
another $5.5 billion for city and county governments
in the state as well as another $5 billion for Illinois
K-12 schools.
“I am grateful to Senators Durbin, Duckworth,
and our congressional delegation for making sure
Congress took bold, swift action,” Illinois House
Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch, D-Hillside, said
in a statement. “Once guidelines are issued by
federal authorities, I look forward to working with
the Pritzker administration and our budget leaders
on how to best appropriate these funds so they meet
the needs of our most vulnerable communities.
While I know the road to recovery will not be
easy, this bill gives us the funds necessary to
simultaneously address this health and economic
crisis.”
The current fiscal year’s budget, which lawmakers
passed in May, was based on the assumption that
Congress would pass a relief package for state
and local governments and that Illinois voters
in November would approve Gov. JB Pritzker’s
proposed constitutional amendment to allow for a
graduated income tax.
But the tax amendment failed at the polls, and
congressional Republicans, who held a majority
in the U.S. Senate until the 2020 elections, firmly
opposed providing fiscal aid to state and local
governments. Those factors combined put the
state’s budget out of balance by roughly $4.9
billion.
The state has since closed that gap, in part by
borrowing $2 billion from the Federal Reserve in
December and in part because last year’s tax filing
deadline was pushed back from April 15 to July 15.
But the state’s economy has also recovered faster
than expected and on Tuesday, the Commission on
Government Forecasting and Accountability revised
its estimate of base revenues upward by nearly $2.9
billion, enough to close what had been a projected
deficit.
“This financial relief is needed in Illinois to
pay back billions of dollars we borrowed from the
Federal Reserve that allowed us to cover the state’s
health care bills as we fight our way through this
pandemic,” Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza
said in a statement, noting that the state still faces
considerable economic challenges due to the
pandemic.
“Restaurants and hotels were closed and not
paying sales taxes,” she added. “Employees were
laid off. Not only were they not earning a paycheck
and not paying personal income taxes to the
state, people who’d never sought unemployment
benefits had to file for the first time and avail
themselves of other state services. The state had less
money coming in and more demand for services. It
was a double whammy to the people and to the state
budget, and it will take years to recover.”
Illinois Senate President Don Harmon, D-Oak
Park, also praised passage of the legislation.
“The funds Illinois is receiving will help us
distribute vaccines, support local health departments,
safely reopen schools and provide direct relief to
the hardest hit families,” he said in a statement.
“This package gets us one step closer to ending
the pandemic and addressing the economic pain it
caused.”
Republicans in Illinois’ congressional delegation,
however, remained critical of the package. U.S. Rep.
Mike Bost, of Murphysboro, issued a statement
saying Democrats should have worked harder to
find bipartisan consensus.
“Up to this point, every piece of COVID-19
relief legislation that has been signed into law
has been bipartisan, and I have supported all
five,” he said. “But this time around, (U.S. House
Speaker) Nancy Pelosi pushed forward on her
own bill without any input from congressional
Republicans.”

