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Last week, the Boone County Journal discussed 
a proposal to restore passenger rail service 
between Chicago, Belvidere and Rockford, and 
concluded that it was not feasible.

Passenger railway service to Belvidere was 
abandoned in 1950.  Less than a decade later, a 
high-speed expressway, Interstate 90, replaced 
the passenger train to Chicago.  In the 2010s, a 
multi-billion-dollar expansion of that expressway 
was completed.  While the six-lane expressway 
has been completely rebuilt and is fully lighted, a 
proposal to include a passenger rail line as part of 
that expansion was specifically rejected.  

Interstate 90 defines the communities along its 
path.  Like many communities along an interstate 
highway, both Rockford and Belvidere have 
grown in the direction of an adjacent expressway.  
For better or worse, the local segment of Interstate 
90 is the lifeline that connects Rockford to 
Chicago via Belvidere and O’Hare International 
Airport.  Passenger railway service, like the 
stagecoach line, is an historical footnote.

Compared with comparable public transit 
in Northeastern Illinois, current bus service 
to Chicago and O’Hare is overpriced. Voters 
clearly found it inadequate. After concluding that 
a passenger train from Downtown Chicago to 
Downtown Rockford was not feasible, we looked 
for other ways to provide high-quality public 
transit to Chicago and O’Hare from Rockford 
and Belvidere. 

We studied transit systems near Chicago, 
Minneapolis, St. Louis and Dallas.  We looked 
at both trains and buses, and systems that 
specifically had connections from outlying 
areas to both airports and downtowns.  We also 
examined how these cities financed both building 
and operating public transit.  

We concluded that the best way to connect 
Rockford, Belvidere, O’Hare and Chicago via 
public transportation is by using a modern bus 
rapid transit system.  

We propose a link between the services of the 
Rockford Mass Transit District (RMTD), Regional 
Transportation Authority Suburban Buses (Pace), 
Boone County Public Transportation, and the 
Chicago Transit Authority Blue Line.  This link 
would efficiently connect thousands of points 
throughout Northern Illinois.  We’ll tentatively 
call it the Rockford Rocket.

We realize our conclusion will disappoint 
railroad buffs.  But we remind our friends 
that modern, well-maintained buses are quite 
comfortable, and that most trains do not offer 
the legendary amenities of the Orient Express.   
As we have said last week, we propose building 
efficient transit, not a carnival ride.

Launching the Rockford Rocket  
We envision a four-stop express bus route 

along Interstate 90.  All of the stations have 
already been built.  We suggest a goal of 15 
daily round trips with a one-way fare of $5.  We 
base this on the $2 fare from Midway Airport to 
Kankakee, as discussed below.  We would like to 
see buses similar to those used by Pace on their 
Interstate 90 service between Randall Road and 
Rosemont because of their roominess and level 
of comfort.

THE ROCKFORD ROCKET

The Belvidere Oasis

Ticket window at the Lyford Station

City of Belvidere Swears 
in Elected Officials

On Monday May 3, 2021, newly-elected Mayor 
Clint Morris was sworn in by Judge C. Robert 
Tobin III. Judge Tobin also swore in two new 
Alderwomen: Natalie Mulhall, Ward 2, and Sheryl 
Prather, Ward 3. Sworn and returning to office were 
Tom Porter, Ward 1, Matthew Flury, Ward 4, and 
Marsha Freeman, Ward 5. Presently the Belvidere 
City Council has 4 women and 6 men. There will 
be another election in two years, which will choose 
the other 5 members of the council.

2500 Acre Solar Farm 
Meets with Light 
Objection
by David Larson

As with any zoning issue, parties affected by 
a zoning change have a right to make objections. 
The purpose of the zoning debate is to flush out 
issues with the aim that all parties sharing common 
boundaries receive the best possible outcome. A 
2500-acre solar farm that stretches from Spring 
Township in Boone County to the city limits of 
Marengo is working through that process now in 
Boone County, McHenry County and Marengo.

Izzy Mandujano, Boone County’s Planner, 
describes the project as follows: It is 2500 acres 
with 169 acres located in Boone County. It will 
connect to the power grid at the Boone County 
end of the solar field in Spring Township. When in 
place, it will produce 300-megawatts of electricity, 

which is equal to electricity needed for 60,000 
homes. The electrical energy will flow from the sun 
into the electrical grid’s distribution network and 
into the local area homes and businesses. The solar 
farm will be located along the Interstate 90 Tollway 
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at the Boone-McHenry County Line. The petitioner 
is Duke Energy’s subsidiary, Pleasant Grove Solar 
LLC.

An environmental objection was brought fourth 
by Julie Newhouse of Capron. Newhouse was one 
of the strongest objectors to solar power in Boone 
County on similar grounds several years ago. Her 
position is that the solar panels could leak lead, and, 
if they did, would pollute the shallow water table 
in the area of Spring Township. The petitioner’s 
counter argument is that there is no evidence that 
solar panels leak anything.

Newhouse has proposed that a soil test be made 
prior to installation and repeated every 6 months to 
determine any change in the soil. The petitioner’s 
argument is that since it is located next to I-90 and 
been actively farmed, lead, pesticide, herbicides 
and other chemicals are already in the soil and must 
be taken into consideration.  Any growth of those 
elements and compounds would need to be adjusted 
to accommodate a true measurement, because I-90 
and neighboring farmland will remain. Pleasant 
Grove stated that it was open to suggestions on how 
something like that could be accomplished, and is 
willing to cooperate. 

Having been persuaded by Newhouse’s argument, 
Boone County Board Chairman Karl Johnson made 
a detailed motion to require periodic soil testing and 
that the reports be filed with the Health Department 
and the County Administration.

Some debate followed after  Mandujano outlined 
how a solar farm operates, as reported by Duke 
Energy. Her comments suggested that the panels 
are inspected regularly for damage by a walking 
inspection and by drone. Each panel is monitored 
remotely for performance, and if a panel were 
to show signs of a problem, it would be repaired 
immediately. Jeff Carlisle, whose employment 
brings him in contact with military use of solar 
panels, stated that the military has tested and retested 
solar panels and has found them to be very stable. 
Cherie Bartelt a(D), District 3, sked twhy was there 
was so little concern with the large petrol chemical 
pipeline that runs underground from north Boone 
County to south Boone County compared to this 
environmentally clean energy.

The Committee of the Whole of April 1st passed 
Johnson’s motion to do repeated soil testing, with 
one dissenting vote from Cherie Bartelt .

Two other objections were brought out in preceding 
Zoning Board of Appeals meetings:  Landscaping 
and buffering and decommissioning. Presently the 
petitioner and the planning department are discussing 
those topics, and more will be known about their 
resolution in the May 20 County Board Meeting.

Marengo has advanced its approximately 500-
acre portion of the project through its Planning 
Commission and has sent it to the Marengo City 
Council. Security for decommissioning will be 
done with a letter of credit to include any easements 
necessary to decommission by force. At the Marengo 
Planning Commission meeting, other concerns were 
expressed: One being the potential to affect adjacent 
property values, the other storm water. The City 
Council will create language to establish adequate 
buffer zones. The Marengo City Manager, Joshua 
Blakemore said, “Marengo is waiting to see what 
Boone and McHenry Counties do.”

The McHenry County Planning Office has not yet 
received an application that can be acted upon, but 
will begin a process similar to Boone County.  The 
McHenry Zoning Board of Appeals will consider 
the expected application when it is submitted.  A 
prior application was rejected because not all of the 
landowners involved have established a contractwith 
Duke Energy.

Illinois Economy 
Shrinks 4% in 2020 
Despite 4th Quarter 
Growth

Entertainment, hospitality sectors 
hardest hit

by Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
The Illinois economy shrank by 4 percent in 

2020 as the COVID-19 pandemic wreaked havoc 
on many of its sectors, although there were signs 
of a recovery taking place late in the year.

Those preliminary numbers, released last 
week by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau 
of Economic Analysis, showed that the leisure, 
hospitality and food service sector was the hardest 
hit by the pandemic, reporting a nearly 30 percent 
drop in economic output for the year.

That was due to the forced closure of bars, 
restaurants, theaters, amusement parks and most 
tourist attractions in the early phases of the 
pandemic, as well as the cancellation of large 
conventions and business meetings.

“You look at the various industries, many of 
which got impacted by COVID, but I don’t think 
any industry was impacted as much as hotels and 
tourism,” Michael Jacobson, executive director of 
the Illinois Hotel and Lodging Association, said 
during an interview. “We saw the impacts begin 
before some people even realized what COVID 
was because you started seeing conventions 
and large-scale meetings begin to cancel. And 
unfortunately, those same events that really are 
the lifeblood of our industry, are going to be some 
of the last events to begin back up again.”
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Belvidere Sister Cities Association’s
Annual Art Showcase Awards 

Held April 24th at the Boone County Historical Museum for ages 13 to 
18 reflected the 2021 theme “United in Hope.” Awards of $250, $150, 
$100 for the top three art works were given. The wining art work will be 
on display at the Boone County Journal for the month of May. 

First Place: Grace Ulferts
Second Place: Caelan Pope
Third Place: Taylor Koch

Sister Cities thanks Midland States Bank for providing these generous awards

  

We believe the Rockford Rocket/CTA 
combination would allow passengers to reach the 
Chicago Loop,  O’Hare, and other city locations 
faster than an Amtrak train.

The Rockford Rocket would have four stops: 
Lyford Station.  The route would begin at the 

Lyford Station on Lyford Road near the former 
Clock Tower.  This station is now pretentiously 
called the “East Side Transfer Center.”  The station 
has parking, modern waiting facilities, restrooms 
and connecting local buses to all parts of Rockford.  

Belvidere Oasis.  The second stop would 
be the Belvidere Oasis.  The Oasis has modern 
facilities, restrooms and easy I-90 access.  This 
station would need improved “land side” access 
to a park and ride, kiss and ride and local transit. 

Barrington Road/Hoffman Estates.  Stop 
3 is Barrington Road in Hoffman Estates.  
This station has express bus service to points 
throughout the Northwest Suburbs, including 
Downtown Elgin and Woodfield.  There is direct, 
connecting service from this station to many 
employers, representing thousands of good-
paying jobs.  This station sits right on the Tollway 
with an enclosed, overhead bridge and park and 
ride facilities on either side of the road.

CTA Blue Line/Rosemont.  The route would 
terminate at the CTA Blue Line in Rosemont. 
There is direct, connecting service via the CTA 
Blue Line trains to O’Hare (about 10 minutes) 
or Downtown Chicago.  The Blue Line also 
connects to all other CTA trains. There are direct 
Pace Bus connections at Rosemont to suburban 
locations as diverse as Oakbrook Center and 
Great America.  

Rosemont is an easy transfer point that 
avoids the congestion often present on O’Hare 
roadways. This means a faster trip to both the 
airport and downtown.

A major advantage of Bus Rapid Transit is 
flexibility.  Service can be added and subtracted, 
and routes changed to meet the demand.  For 
example, without a major financial commitment, 
it may be possible to include a shuttle service 
to NIU/DeKalb, Beloit, Janesville or Freeport.  
If demand doesn’t materialize, the service can 
easily be cut back.  

Where similar transit already works 
With many commercial buses already 

operating along the route, we believe there is 
adequate proof that demand for the service exists.  
The Rockford Rocket adds additional transfer 
points at a considerably lower fare.

We found three similar places where this 
concept works well.  All three examples provide 
easy access to downtown as well an international 
airport for very reasonable fares.  Each one 
connects two different transit systems, yet 
provides a seamless ride.

1.  Kankakee.  For a $2.00 fare, River Valley 

Metro provides two approximately 30-mile 
express bus routes from both Kankakee and 
Manteno to the University Park Metra Station 
and the CTA Orange Line Station at Midway 
Airport.  These buses operate 7 days a week and 
are subsidized by both Federal and Downstate 
Illinois transportation funds.  Connecting to CTA 
or Metra requires additional fare.  The trip from 
Kankakee to Midway takes about one hour and is 
the more popular route.  

River Valley Metro offers free, unlimited 
parking at its Kankakee Station and has local 
buses operating from there to all parts of the 
Kankakee area.  Free parking allows air travelers 
to not only avoid the drive, but also steep airport 
parking fees.  

We found this incredible bargain particularly 
significant because it was operating in another 
“downstate” community and provided a link 
to the Chicagoland RTA.  Any state or federal 
operating subsidies available in Kankakee 
County should also be available in Boone and 
Winnebago Counties. Incidentally, the sales tax 
rate in Kankakee is only 6.25 percent.

2.  Eagan, Minnesota.  Eagan, Minnesota 
is located south of Minneapolis, just south of 
the Minnesota River.  For $3.50, passengers can 
board a bus at the Cedar Grove Transit Station.  
The station straddles an expressway.  The buses 
follow the expressway nonstop to the Mall of 
America.  Riders can transfer there to the Blue 
Line rail service to Downtown Minneapolis and 
the airport.  (Express buses are also available at 
the Mall to Downtown Saint Paul.)  Free garage 
parking (but no overnight parking) is available.

3.  Northwest Tollway/Randall Road.  With 
the reconstruction of the Interstate 90 Tollway, 
Pace inaugurated new express bus routes along 
the Tollway.  One of these routes is an express 
bus between Randall Road and the CTA Blue 
Line Rosemont Station.  A $2.30 fare includes a 
transfer to CTA trains and buses throughout the 
Chicagoland area.  

We particularly liked the buses that Pace was 
using for this route.  In addition to being fully 
handicapped accessible and kneeling buses to 
make the bus easier to board, the bus provides 
adjustable, wide leather seats and adequate 
personal space.  Free wifi is available on the bus.  
These buses are as comfortable as Metra trains at 
a fraction of the fare.  

Paying the Bill
We believe that the same combination of state 

subsidies could be used for the operation of the 
Rockford Rocket as are used by River Valley 
Metro in Kankakee in providing connecting 
service to Chicago.  This operating subsidy is a 
fraction of what it would take to operate a train 
between Rockford and Chicago or what the state 
is spending on subsidizing trains to Quincy, 
Carbondale, St. Louis and Champaign.  

The initial construction costs are a bit more 
complicated. Let’s 
give this plan a 
generous budget of 
$27.5 million.  That is 
one-tenth of the budget 
for bringing Amtrak to 
Rockford.  The lion’s 
share of the cost to 
establish this service 
would be to reformat 
the Belvidere Oasis.  
Because of their nature, 
we suspect that these 
Oasis reformatting 
costs would probably 
come from several 
sources.  

We will address this 
in more detail in the next 
installment discussing 
the Belvidere Oasis 
reformat. 

Breach Reported by 
Attorney General 
Confirmed to be 
Ransomware Attack

Office, law enforcement working to 
‘evaluate full extent of the compromise’ 

by Tim Kirsininkas Capitol News Illinois
A data breach reported by Attorney General 

Kwame Raoul’s office nearly three weeks ago was 
a ransomware attack, according to a Thursday news 
release. 

Raoul’s office has launched a new hotline to 
provide information to residents following the data 
breach first reported on April 10. 

A Thursday news release stated that the office 
“continues to evaluate the full extent of the 
compromise,” including what specific data may 
have been compromised in the breach. 

“While we do not yet know with certainty what 
was compromised in the ransomware attack, we 
are working closely with federal law enforcement 
authorities and outside technology experts to determine 
what information was exposed, how this happened, 
and what we can do to ensure that such a compromise 
does not happen again,” Raoul said in the release. 

Raoul’s office stated that the purpose of the 
hotline is to allow residents who may have concerns 
about the breach to receive answers to their questions 
while the investigation is ongoing. 

The hotline can be reached by calling 1-833-
688-1949 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

The Chicago Sun-Times reported Thursday that 
a ransomware group “potentially linked to Russia,” 
known as DoppelPaymer, had posted documents it 
had stolen from the Attorney General’s office over a 
period of two weeks. 

Ransomware is a malicious software that collects 
the victim’s personal data and threatens to publish it 
unless a ransom is paid to the hacker. 

A public notice on the Attorney General’s website 
said that leaked information could include sensitive 
personal information such as individuals’ names, 
addresses and social security numbers. 

The notice stated that all information about the 
breach, including the exact extent of what information 
was stolen, will be made available at www.
illinoisattorneygeneral.gov as it becomes available. 

When asked about the data breach Friday, Gov. JB 
Pritzker said the ransomware breach was contained 
to the attorney general’s office only, and that no other 
state offices or agencies were affected. 

“We have federal authorities that are involved 
here and helping to investigate. It’s become a law 
enforcement matter at this point,” Pritzker said. 

Prtizker said law enforcement agencies are 
working closely with the state’s Department of 
Information Technology to determine the extent of 
the breach and rectify the situation. 

“Government systems and your personal systems 
are all in some ways under attack every day,” 
Pritzker added. “There are cybersecurity needs that 
people need to follow in their personal lives with 
their personal devices (or) their office business 
devices, and in government, we’re all trying to do 
that at the same time there are foreign actors as well 
as domestic hackers that are trying to get in.” 

“It’s a constant battle but we have a pretty good 
team that’s fighting it, and I know the Attorney 
General’s Office is working very hard to reverse the 
damage that was done,” he said. 
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According to BEA, real gross domestic 
product decreased in all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia in 2020. Utah, with a 0.1 percent 
shrinkage rate, fared the best, while Hawaii’s 
state economy shrank 8 percent. The average 
shrinkage rate for the U.S. as a whole was 3.5 
percent. 

Accommodation and food services were a 
contributing factor to the declines in all 50 states 
and D.C., and they were the leading contributor 
to the decreases in 38 states plus D.C.

Other industries that suffered in Illinois 
included transportation and warehousing, down 
14 percent; nongovernment services, down 
12.3 percent; manufacturing, down 7.3 percent; 
wholesale trade, down 5 percent; and retail trade, 
down 2.3 percent.

The one bright spot in the state’s economy was 
the agriculture sector, which grew by nearly 68 
percent over the previous year. That was largely 
the result of a bad harvest year in 2019, followed 
by a good one in 2020.

When the numbers are broken out on a 
quarterly basis, however, the biggest drop 
in economic output occurred during the 2nd 
quarter, April-June, when Illinois was under the 
most severe economic restrictions. The economy 
began to pick up in the 3rd quarter, and by the 
4th quarter was growing at an annualized rate of 
3.5 percent.

But the recovery has not been even across all 
sectors, and the leisure and hospitality industries 
continue to suffer.

Jacobson says he does not expect the hotel 
industry to come back fully to pre-pandemic 
levels until sometime in 2024. The question for 
his industry, he said, is how many hotels will be 
able to survive financially until that time.

“I mean, you’ve seen some very notable hotel 
names across the state, the Palmer House being 
one of our largest hotels in the state, and obviously 
the most notable one that’s been foreclosed so 
far,” he said. “But if a hotel that size, owned by 
one of the large real estate investment companies 
can get foreclosed, imagine the little guys who 
own most of the hotels in our state, how bad 
they’re suffering.”

NIU Offers Renewable 
Energy Inovation 
Online

NIU STEM Café explores renewable 
energy and the art of innovation

Chemistry Professor Tao Xu is one of the many 
NIU faculty members known for being an innovator. 
Since joining NIU in 2006, Xu has worked to 
develop new highly efficient solar cells, discover a 
new electrocatalyst that converts carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and water into ethanol, and create other novel 
materials through his lab’s nanotechnology research. 
His research group has collaborated with Argonne 
National Laboratory and the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL) in Colorado as they’ve 
pursued renewable energy technologies to help 
mitigate global climate change.

At the next NIU STEM Café on May 12, Professor 
Xu will discuss the latest research into renewable 
energy and share information about his lab’s current 
work. The STEM Café will take place online at 6 
p.m. and is free and open to the public. Register at go.
niu.edu/fuelfuture.

Just as importantly, Xu says one topic of his talk 
will be the art of innovation itself.

Xu uses terms such as “spinoff technologies” when 
he describes the ways in which emerging research 
impacts human lifestyles, and he likes to remind 
listeners of a surprising fact: “Emerging renewable 
energy technologies may also jeopardize our 
environment if no precautious scientific measures are 
taken prior to their scaled implementation.” In other 
words, new technologies often have unanticipated 
effects that require further innovation.

Xu’s research into solar cells has addressed these 
effects head-on, as his team has worked to contain 
the toxic lead used in new perovskite solar cells (a 
potential replacement for traditional silicon-based 
solar cells) through the application of lead-absorbing 
films. These films have proven effective at preventing 
lead leakage even when the cells are damaged and 
submerged in water.  Along the way, the team has 
solved other problems, such as replacing expensive 
gold cathodic electrodes with nickel, which is much 
cheaper and more abundant.

“I am a strong advocator for innovating our 
thinking methodology based on daily life details,” 
Xu says. 

In 2020, Xu and his collaborators won a 
prestigious R&D 100 Award for their discovery of 
a new electrocatalyst that converts carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and water into ethanol with very high energy 
efficiency and low cost. Ethanol is an important 
ingredient in gasoline as 
well as in the chemical, 
pharmaceutical and 
cosmetic industries. 
The team’s unique 
synthetic method 
for electrocatalyst 
production can also 
produce a wide range of 
other organic fuels.

At the May 12 STEM 
Café, Professor Xu 

will discuss these projects and other cutting-edge 
research in renewable energy. He’ll explore the art 
of innovation and discuss the ways in which cutting 
edge technologies may have unexpected effects – 
both positive and negative.

The STEM Café will take place online at 6 p.m. 
and is free and open to the public. Register at go.niu.
edu/fuelfuture.

Northern Illinois University STEM Cafés are 
sponsored by NIU STEAM and are designed 
to increase public awareness of the critical role 
that STEM fields play in our everyday lives. For 
more information, visit go.niu.edu/niusteam or 
contact Judith Dymond, Ed.D., at 815-753-4751 or 
email jdymond@niu.edu.

Senate Committee 
Advances Bills on Sex 
Ed, Decriminalizing 
HIV Transmission

Illinois House approved HIV legislation 
last month

by Raymon Troncoso Capitol News Illinois
Legislation that would overhaul sex education 

in Illinois and a measure to decriminalize the 
transmission of HIV were among several bills that 
passed the Senate Executive Committee Wednesday.

The committee, following a long and contentious 
debate, advanced legislation that would require public 
schools to teach sex ed by July 2023. 

Senate Bill 818 and two amendments attached 
to the bill would mandate schools to include 
“comprehensive personal health and safety education 
and comprehensive sexual health education” in the 
curriculum for the subject.

Introduced by Sen. Ram Villivalam, D-Chicago, 
the legislation would require age-appropriate 
education for students grades K-12 on the subject 
of consent among other additions to the sex ed 
curriculum.

Proponents of the legislation testified that children 
are most vulnerable to sexual abuse between ages 7 
and 13, with the median age of abused minors being 9 
years old. By educating children at an early age about 
appropriate and inappropriate conduct, they have the 
tools to report to adults when they are suffering from 
abuse, advocates said.

“Across the country, and of all the children 
referred to children’s advocacy centers in the state 
of Illinois, 60 percent of them are younger than 12,” 
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Julia Strehlow, of the Chicago Children’s Advocacy 
Center, told lawmakers Wednesday. “The (U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) refers 
to child sexual abuse as a preventable public health 
problem and Senate Bill 818 would contribute to 
prevention of this problem.”

The bill also includes educational provisions 
targeted at students who identify as LGBTQ, students 
with disabilities and students with children. 

Representatives of the Illinois Association of 
School Boards and the Catholic Conference of Illinois 
testified against the bill.

Private and charter schools under the state’s 
Critical Health Problems and Comprehensive Health 
Education Act, are required to provide education on 
the prevention, transmission and treatment of sexually 
transmitted infections. 

SB 818 amends the statute that such education 
would have to be “medically accurate” and “culturally 
appropriate,” the latter being defined in the bill as 
affirming of gender identity, gender expression, sexual 
orientation and sexual behavior. It also removes the 
inclusion of abstinence-only education.

“The Catholic faith includes very specific 
beliefs on human sexuality. We teach these beliefs 
in our schools,” Zach Wichmann, of the Catholic 
Conference, said. “It’s part of our Catholic school 
culture. Any attempt by the state to interfere in this 
is an unconstitutional violation of the free exercise of 
religion.”

A coalition representing Catholic, Islamic, 
Orthodox Judaism and Baptist schools submitted 
opposition to the bill along the same lines.

The IASB said it didn’t oppose the spirit of the 
legislation, but the fact that it creates an unfunded 
mandate for sex education instead of leaving the 
decision to local districts. 

“We have concerns about the growing number of 
mandates, as well as implementing an entirely new 
curriculum,” Zach Messersmith, representing IASB, 
said. 

According to Messersmith, school districts would 
need to hire new faculty or fund more training for staff 
in order to satisfy the new sex education standards. 

Given the state’s flat funding for education, and 
the ongoing teacher shortage, Messersmith said many 
school districts would be unable to meet the mandate.

Under the bill, parents can opt their students out 
of sex education with no penalty to the student by 
submitting a written objection.

The committee voted to advance SB 818 in an 
11-6 vote along partisan lines.

HIV transmission 
The Executive Committee also advanced an 

amendment to House Bill 1063, filed by Rep. Carol 
Ammons, D-Urbana, and sponsored in the Senate by 
Sen. Robert Peters, D-Chicago. It passed through the 
committee in an 11-4 vote to advance to the Senate 
floor.

Current Illinois law allows for individuals to be 
charged with “criminal transmission of HIV,” while 
also allowing for law enforcement to compel criminal 
defendants to test for HIV/AIDS in order to determine 

transmitted diseases and start treating them like the 
medical conditions that they are.”

The bill would eliminate the charge from Illinois 
statute, and would amend the AIDS Confidentiality 
Act –a statute that protects Illinoisans from having an 
HIV-positive status disclosed – to remove exemptions 
for law enforcement from the provision.

Lawmakers in the House voted 90-9 last month 
to pass the legislation. It now only needs majority 
support in the Senate to be sent to Gov. JB Pritzker 
for his signature.

Other legislation advanced by the committee 
Wednesday includes a provision that allows teachers 
unions to collectively refuse to go to work due to 
abnormally dangerous health and safety conditions, 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic, and another 
extending by three years the length lottery funds will 
go towards Alzheimer’s disease care.

whether to charge them 
for the crime.

“Those living with 
HIV deserve to be able to 
receive treatment for their 
condition, and not risk 
arrest or incarceration,” 
Peters said in a release 
Wednesday. “It’s time 
we end the stigma 
surrounding sexually 

Working Mothers Hard 
Hit By Pandemic Child 
Care Burdens

Nearly half of state’s working moms lost 
jobs, work fewer hours amid pandemic

by Grace Barbic Capitol News Illinois
New research shows pandemic-related child care 

burdens have magnified economic inequalities for 
women in the workforce in Illinois.

That research was included in The Child Care 
Crisis in Illinois: A Survey of Working Mothers 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic, conducted by 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and the Illinois Economic Policy Institute nonprofit 
research organization.

A data review in that report showed the workforce 
participation rate among women hit its lowest level 
in more than three decades in January 2021, at 57 
percent nationally.

One of the most significant findings, according 
to the researchers, was that 40 percent of working 
moms who were employed at the beginning of the 
pandemic were out of work or saw reduced hours as 
a result of the pandemic. 

From August to October 2020, researchers 
surveyed about 1,300 working mothers who were 
employed as of March 2020. The respondents were 
limited to working women who provided residence 
for at least one child under the age of 13 and earned 
$150,000 a year or less.

This sample only provides a snippet of the 
state’s child care crisis, according to researchers, 
considering 1.6 million Illinois workers have at least 
one child age 13 or younger – which is the child 
care-aged population. As well, just less than 500,000 
children participate in day care or state-recognized 
family homes, the report 
shows.

The closure of 
schools and child care 

centers throughout the pandemic played a major role 
in decreased job performance, reduced work hours 
and income loss for working mothers, according to 
survey respondents. 

As a single, working mother herself, UIUC senior 
instructor and study co-author Alison Dickson said 
the study was a reflection of her lived experiences. 

“We knew going into this, that things were going 
to be bad and that the women we surveyed would be 
experiencing significant levels of hardship, but it’s 
much worse, I think, than many of us anticipated,” 
Dickson said. 

Dickson has one son and works from home, but 
she said many of her friends are also single, working 
moms, and were left with no available child care 
options amid closures. 

“I inevitably had four kids at my house for a 
number of months last year,” Dickson said. “While 
relatively speaking my 
situation was not nearly 
as bad as so many of 
the women’s stories we 
captured in the survey, I 
certainly feel like across 
the income spectrum, 
across occupations, any 
mom who had to deal 
with these child care 
closures was still trying 
to keep their jobs instead 
of taking leave.”



6   May 7, 2021    The Boone County Journal   

Legal Notices
STATE OF ILLINOIS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
BOONE COUNTY 

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF GORDON W. TAYLOR, 
Deceased CASE NO. 2021 P 26

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given of the death of GORDON W. TAYLOR, who died 

on March 22, 2021. Letters of Office were issued on April 13, 2021 to 
GRAHAM G. TAYLOR, 951 S. Natalie Ln., Anaheim, CA 92808, who 
is the Executor of the estate.  The attorney for the estate is Douglas R. 
Henry, of Barrick, Switzer, Long, Balsley & Van Evera, LLP, 6833 Stalter 
Drive, Rockford, Illinois 61108.

Claims against the Estate may be filed on or before October 16, 2021, 
that date being at least six (6) months from the date of first publication, or 
within three (3) months from the date of mailing or delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or delivery is required by Section 18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act, 1975 as amended, whichever date is later.  Any claim not 
filed by the requisite date stated above shall be barred.

Claims against the Estate may be filed in the Office of the Boone 
County Circuit Clerk, Probate Division at the Boone County Courthouse, 
601 N. Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, or with the Estate Executor, 
or both.

Copies of claims filed with the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Probate 
Division, must be mailed or delivered to the Estate Executor and to his 
attorney within ten (10) days after it has been filed.

Dated:  April 13, 2021
/s/ Graham G. Taylor, Executor
DOUGLAS R. HENRY - #6229426
BARRICK, SWITZER, LONG,
BALSLEY & VAN EVERA, LLP
6833 Stalter Drive
Rockford, IL  61108
(815) 962-6611
dhenry@bslbv.com
Published in The Boone County Journal April 16, 23, 30

STATE OF ILLINOIS
CIRCUIT COURT BOONE COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF COURT DATE FOR REQUEST FOR 
NAME CHANGE (MINOR CHILDREN) 

Case No.2021-MR-40
REQUEST OF: ROXANA NIED to change name of minor children: 

Current Name of Minor Children OLIVIA ALEXA STOICA & NOELLE 
GRACE STOICA; Proposed New Name of Minor Children OLIVIA 
ALEXA NIED & NOELLE GRACE NIED. Court Date information: 
May 25, 2021, at 9:30am, Boone County Courthouse, 601 N. Main St., 
Belvidere, IL 61008 Courtroom #3

Published in the Boone County Journal 04/ 16, 23, 30

STATE OF ILLINOIS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
 BOONE COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 
Sirena Angelique Bradley Case No.21-MR-47
NOTICE OF FILING PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE  (ADULT) 

– There will be a court date on my Request to change my name from:  
Sirena Angelique Bradley to the new name of Sirena Angelique Gomez. 
The court date will be held on 06/01/2021 10:15a.m. at the Boone County 
Courthouse, 601 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL 61008 in Courtroom #3

Published in the Boone County Journal April 30, May 7, 14 

TAX DEED NO.: 2018TX1(15)
FILED: 4/27/2021 4/27/2021

TAKE NOTICE
County of Boone
Date Premises Sold: October 25, 2018
Certificate No.: 2017-00042
Sold for General Taxes of (Year): 2017
Sold for Special Assessment of (Municipality) and Special Assessment 
Number: N/A
Warrant No.: N/A          Installment No.: N/A

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 2212 Candlewick Drive Southeast, Poplar Grove, 

IL 61065
Legal Description or Property Index No.: 03-26-304-014    
This notice is to advise you that the above property has been sold for 

delinquent taxes and that the period of redemption from the sale will expire 
on October 22, 2021.

The amount to redeem is subject to increase at 6 month intervals from 
the date of sale and may be further increased if the purchaser at the tax 
sale or his or her assignee pays any subsequently accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem the property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales.  Check with the County Clerk as to the exact amount you owe before 
redeeming.  

This notice is also to advise you that a petition has been filed for a tax 
deed which will transfer title and the right to possession of this property if 
redemption is not made on or before October 22, 2021.

This matter is set for hearing in the Circuit Court of Boone County in 
601 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL 61008, on November 9, 2021 at 10:00 AM.

You may be present at this hearing, but your right to redeem will 
already have expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY

Redemption can be made at any time on or before October 22, 2021 by 
applying to the County Clerk of Boone, Illinois at the Office of the County 
Clerk in Belvidere, Illinois.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
1212 Logan Ave., Suite 103
Belvidere, IL 61008
(815) 544-3103 
Equity One Investment Fund, LLC 
Purchaser or Assignee
April 29, 2021
Tracy Duran
Tracy Duran
Tracy Duran
Occupant
Steven Johnson
Sierra Rasmussen
Patrick Rasmussen
Stella Rasmussen 
State of Illinois Department of Revenue
Attorney General for the Illinois Department of Revenue
Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
Theresa Balk as R/A for Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
Theresa Balk as R/A for Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
David Wiltse as President for Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
Benito Duran
Benito Duran
Benito Duran
Julie A. Stapler, County Clerk of Boone County, Illinois 
Claimants, Judgment Creditors, and Decree Creditors, if any of the above 
described as 
“Unknown Owners”
“Unknown owners or parties interested in said land or lots”
6088-914405
Published in The Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21

TAX DEED NO.: 2018TX1(16)
FILED: 4/27/2021

TAKE NOTICE
County of Boone
Date Premises Sold: October 25, 2018
Certificate No.: 2017-00077
Sold for General Taxes of (Year): 2017
Sold for Special Assessment of (Municipality) and Special Assessment 
Number: N/A
Warrant No.: N/A          Installment No.: N/A

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 110 Falcon Way Southwest, Poplar Grove, IL 

61065
Legal Description or Property Index No.: 03-28-229-029
This notice is to advise you that the above property has been sold for 

delinquent taxes and that the period of redemption from the sale will expire 
on October 22, 2021.

The amount to redeem is subject to increase at 6 month intervals from 
the date of sale and may be further increased if the purchaser at the tax 
sale or his or her assignee pays any subsequently accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem the property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales.  Check with the County Clerk as to the exact amount you owe before 
redeeming.

This notice is also to advise you that a petition has been filed for a tax 
deed which will transfer title and the right to possession of this property if 
redemption is not made on or before October 22, 2021.

This matter is set for hearing in the Circuit Court of Boone County in 
601 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL 61008, on November 9, 2021 at 10:00 AM.

You may be present at this hearing, but your right to redeem will 
already have expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY

Redemption can be made at any time on or before October 22, 2021 by 
applying to the County Clerk of Boone, Illinois at the Office of the County 
Clerk in Belvidere, Illinois.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
1212 Logan Ave.,  Suite 103
Belvidere, IL 61008
(815) 544-3103 
Titan Capital LLC 
Purchaser or Assignee
April 29, 2021
Tracy Duran
Tracy Duran
Tracy Duran
Occupant
Shannon Hartmann
Benito Duran 
State of Illinois Department of Revenue
Attorney General for the Illinois Department of Revenue
Benito Duran
Benito Duran
Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
Theresa Balk as R/A for Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
Theresa Balk as R/A for Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
David Wiltse as President for Candlewick Lake Association, Inc.
Julie A. Stapler, County Clerk of Boone County, Illinois 
Claimants, Judgment Creditors, and Decree Creditors, if any of the above 
described as 
“Unknown Owners”
“Unknown owners or parties interested in said land or lots”
6088-914407
Published in The Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21

TAX DEED NO.: 2018TX1(17)
FILED: 4/27/2021

TAKE NOTICE
County of Boone
Date Premises Sold: October 25, 2018
Certificate No.: 2017-00120
Sold for General Taxes of (Year): 2017
Sold for Special Assessment of (Municipality) and Special Assessment 
Number: N/A
Warrant No.: N/A          Installment No.: N/A

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 2116 Lake Shore Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008
Legal Description or Property Index No.: 05-22-478-014   
This notice is to advise you that the above property has been sold for 

delinquent taxes and that the period of redemption from the sale will expire 
on October 22, 2021.

The amount to redeem is subject to increase at 6 month intervals from 
the date of sale and may be further increased if the purchaser at the tax 
sale or his or her assignee pays any subsequently accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem the property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales.  Check with the County Clerk as to the exact amount you owe before 
redeeming.

This notice is also to advise you that a petition has been filed for a tax 
deed which will transfer title and the right to possession of this property if 
redemption is not made on or before October 22, 2021.

This matter is set for hearing in the Circuit Court of Boone County in 
601 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL 61008, on November 9, 2021 at 10:00 AM.

You may be present at this hearing, but your right to redeem will 
already have expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY

Redemption can be made at any time on or before October 22, 2021 by 
applying to the County Clerk of Boone, Illinois at the Office of the County 
Clerk in Belvidere, Illinois.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
1212 Logan Ave., Suite 103
Belvidere, IL 61008
(815) 544-3103 
Firm Assets, LLC 
Purchaser or Assignee
April 29, 2021
Dolores Zepeda
M. Dolores Zepeda
Mayra Rojas Zepeda
Occupant
Mayra Rojas
Serafin Casas
Antonio Zepeda
Maria G. Zepeda
Juan Rojas Zepeda
Jose L. Zepeda 
Cornerstone Restoration, Inc.
Alice Chi as R/A for Cornerstone Restoration, Inc.
Cornerstone Restoration c/o Mail Venter
Julie A. Stapler, County Clerk of Boone County, Illinois 
Claimants, Judgment Creditors, and Decree Creditors, if any of the above 
described as 
“Unknown Owners”
“Unknown owners or parties interested in said land or lots”
6088-914406
Published in The Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21

STATE OF ILLINOIS
CIRCUIT COURT
BOONE COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF COURT DATE FOR REQUEST FOR 
NAME CHANGE (ADULT) 

Case No. 2021MR42
REQUEST OF: CAITLIN MARIE SHARKEY   There will be a 

court date to change my name from: CAITLIN MARIE SHARKEY to 
the new name of: MAXWELL JOSEPH SHARKEY.  The court date will 
be held: on MAY 25th, 2021, at 10:00a.m., at 601 N. MAIN STREET, 
BELVIDERE, IL BOONE COUNTY in Courtroom #3

Published in the Boone County Journal 5/7, 14,  21 - C 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BOONE COUNTY ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

Notice is hereby given that the Boone County Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the County Board Room, 1212 Logan Ave, Belvidere, IL 61008 upon 
the following petitions: 

The applicant, Martin D. Prather, 9763 Squire Lane Belvidere, IL 
61008, is requesting a variance pursuant to section 3.5.4 (Lot Develop-
ment Standards) of Section 3.5 (Single Family Residential District) of 
the Boone County Zoning Ordinance to allow a reduction in the side yard 
for an addition at 9763 Squire Lane Belvidere, IL 61008 PIN: 06-18-228-
006.  18-44-4    WILSHIRE BLUFF EST PLAT 3 LOT 43     

The applicant, Jose Ojeda, 9194 Poplar Grove Rd. Belvidere, IL 
61008 is requesting a Special Use Permit under Section 2.7 (Special Use) 
and Section 3.16.1 (Table of Permitted Uses) of the Boone County Zon-
ing Ordinance to allow a seasonal outdoor event space and indoor event 
space (assembly hall) at 9194 Poplar Grove Rd. Belvidere, IL 61008.   

PIN: 05-13-400-007.  13-44-3 COM NE COR S 1/2 SW 1/4 W 40’ 
TO POB S 501’ W 434.82’ N 501’ E 43

All persons interested may appear at the hearing and be heard at the 
stated time and place.

Tony Savino, Chair, Boone County Zoning Board of Appeals
Published in the Boone County Journal on May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF SEALED BIDS
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE

NORTH BOONE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #3
The Board of Trustees of the North Boone Fire Protection District #3, 

Boone County, Illinois, is currently accepting sealed bids for the purchase 
of property no longer needed for fire protection purposes pursuant to 70 
ILCS 705/10a.  The property is located at 2428 Main Street, Caledonia, 
Illinois. (PIN 03-21-131-011).

The site consists of two full and two partial adjacent lots on 
a single PIN consisting of approximately .58 acres.  The site 
is improved with a Lester metal structure consisting of office 
space, storage, and a garage with four overhead garage doors, 
an adjacent single space masonry garage, a metal-roofed 
overhead structure, a generator, and a paved driveway. The 
property is located on a mostly rectangular-shaped parcel 
lying on the southeast corner of Main Street and Front Street 
in the Village of Caledonia.  

The property is subject to the Boone County zoning ordinance and 
any zoning ordinances as adopted by the Village of Caledonia. The 
property is improved with electric and gas utilities, well water and septic 
facilities, and subject to easements of record.  

Any party interested in submitting a sealed bid must do by obtaining 
a bid packet located at the Fire Station located at 2940 Charleston Court, 
Caledonia, Illinois beginning on April 26, 2021 on weekdays between the 
hours of 1 to 4 p.m.  All bid packets must be returned to this same Fire 
Station no later than noon on May 17, 2021.  All bids must be submitted 
in conformity with the detailed instructions contained within the bid 
packet.  The sealed bids shall be opened in public at 3:00 p.m. on May 
17, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.

The minimum acceptable bid price for the property is $200,000.00. 
The District retains the right to reject any and all bids.

Published in the Boone County Journal on May 7, 2021

INFORMATION ABOUT SUBJECT PROPERTY OF SALE
The site consists of three adjacent lots on a single PIN consisting 

of approximately .58 acres.  The site is improved with a Lester metal 
structure consisting of office space, storage, and a garage with four 
overhead garage doors, an adjacent single space masonry garage, a 
metal-roofed overhead structure, a generator, and a paved driveway. 
The property is located on a mostly rectangular-shaped parcel lying on 
the southeast corner of Main Street and Front Street in the Village of 
Caledonia.  

 
Property Description

General Location: Two full adjacent lots and parts of two other 
lots on a single PIN located on the southeast corner of Main Street and 
Front Street, Caledonia, Illinois.  The street address is 2428 Main Street, 
Caledonia, IL.

Frontage: Frontage on Main Street.  See attached plat map.
Shape: A rectangular-shaped property.  See attached plat map.
Area: Approximately .58 acres, more or less.  Photos of the property 

are provided.
Easements: Subject to public utility and drainage easements of 

record.
Legal Description    

 21-45-3 CORNWELL’S ADDITION LOTS 1, 2 AND NW 44 FEET 
OF LOT 3 AND NE 16 FEET OF LOT 6.

PIN: 03-21-131-011
Environmental / Stormwater Management

The North Boone Fire Protection District #3 is unaware of any 
environmental problems associated with the property.  However, Bidders 
are advised that the property has been used as a fire station for many 
years.
Improvements / Utilities

The site is improved with a Lester metal structure consisting of 
office space, storage, and a garage with four overhead garage doors, an 
adjacent single space masonry garage, a metal-roofed overhead structure, 
a generator, and a paved driveway.

The property has access to electric, gas and communication utilities, 
well water and septic facilities. The property will be sold subject to any 
existing easements, conditions, covenants and restrictions of record.
Zoning

Currently zoned as a special use within the Village of Caledonia 
zoning ordinance. Prospective buyers are advised to check with the 
Village of Caledonia regarding the potential likelihood of rezoning the 
property.  The District will consider bids contingent on obtaining zoning 
approval but in no event shall a rezoning contingency be extended beyond 
45 days after the date the bid is awarded.  
Terms of Bid

The District has established a minimum bid price of $200,000 for the 
property.  No bid security is required.  However, any bidder chosen by the 
District will be required to deposit earnest money in the sum of $25,000 
along with the proposed form of sales offer within 10 days of acceptance.  
The District retains the right to reject any and all bids.
Closing Particulars

The District will seek a closing on the property within sixty (60) days 
from the awarding of the contract to the successful bidder.
No Commissions

The District will not pay any realtor or other commissions on any sale 
to the chosen bidder.  Realtors and sales owners need to look to their own 
clients for any commissions.
Inquiries

Illinois law limits the ability of units of local government to respond 
to individual inquiries addressed by a bidder in a bidding process.  
Therefore, we ask that any questions asked be limited and addressed via 
email to Chief Dan Zaccard at zaccard@boonecountysheriff.com.  Chief 
Zaccard shall provide a written copy of the all questions and answers to 
all prospective bidders.
Return Date

All bids shall be returned in a sealed envelope to the Fire Station 
located at 2940 Charleston Court, Caledonia, Illinois no later than noon 
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Assumed names

Real  Estate

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact 
a Landscaping business in said County and State under the name of Odi’s 
Landscaping at the following post office address: 6991 Cora Lee Dr., 
Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons owning, 
conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence address 
of each, are as follows:  Odilon Rivera, 6991 Cora Lee Dr., Belvidere, IL 
61008; phone #(815) 323-0666.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 14th day of 
April, A.D. 2021

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal April 16, 23, 30 C.

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and 
transact a Carpentry business in said County and State under the name 
of Greenfields Carpentry at the following post office address: 927 W. 
Boone Street, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all 
persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective 
residence address of each, are as follows:  Richard Burns II, 927 W. 
Boone Street, Belvidere, IL 61008; phone #815-566-0219.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 9th day of 
April, A.D. 2021

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal April 16,23,30

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
high end tattoo studio for body art business in said County and State under 
the name of Ambitious Ink II at the following post office address: 109B 
Buchanan Street, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names 
of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with 
respective residence address of each, are as follows:  Justin Rednour, 2880 
Hanford Drive, Rockford, IL 61114; phone #815-721-2134.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 23rd day of 
April, A.D. 2021

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal April 30, May 7, 14

Child Care Continued  page 5

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 

landscaping business in said County and State under the name of J.O.M. 
Landscaping at the following post office address: 528 East Lincoln 
Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons 
owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence 
address of each, are as follows:  Manuel Aguilar, 528 East Lincoln Avenue, 
Belvidere, IL 61008; phone #815-621-3479.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 28th day of April, 
A.D. 2021

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal April 30, May 7, 14

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF OMAHA, Plaintiff,
vs.    No.  2020CH61
UNKNOWN HEIRS and LEGATEES OF PATRICK R. WILLIAMS; 
CYNTHIA SUTHERIN, Special Representative for the Estate of Patrick 
R.WILLIAMS; SARAH SCHNEEMAN; JAMIE BLOOM, as Guardian 
of ALEXIS WILLIAMS; HOMEOWNERS=ASSOCIATION, if any; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON- RECORD LIEN CLAIMANTS 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S FORECLOSURE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of 

Foreclosure herein entered, the Sheriff of Boone County, Belvidere, 
Illinois, or his deputy, will on the 8th day of June, 2021, at the hour 
of 10:00 a.m., at the Main Entrance of the Boone County Courthouse, 
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Boone County, Illinois sell at public 
auction to the highest and best bidder the property commonly known as 
10714 Marengo Road, Boone County, Illinois. 

The property is residential property.  This property will not be open 
for inspection.  Terms of Sale: This real estate is being sold in an “As Is 
Condition” for cash and the successful bidder is required to deposit 10% 
of the bid amount at the time of the sale with the Boone County Sheriff 
and the balance to be paid within twenty-four hours of the sale.

 Dave Ernest, Sheriff of Boone County
FRANKS, GERKIN, PONITZ & GREELEY
Attorney for Plaintiff
File No: 15020.542
P.O. Box 5
Marengo, IL 60152
815-923-2107
Email: pleadings@fgpglaw.com
Published: in The Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF OMAHA, Plaintiff,
vs.    No.  2020CH61
UNKNOWN HEIRS and LEGATEES OF PATRICK R. WILLIAMS; 
CYNTHIA SUTHERIN, Special Representative for the Estate of Patrick 
R.WILLIAMS; SARAH SCHNEEMAN; JAMIE BLOOM, as Guardian 
of ALEXIS WILLIAMS; HOMEOWNERS=ASSOCIATION, if any; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON- RECORD LIEN CLAIMANTS 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of 

Foreclosure heretofore entered by said Court in the above entitled cause, 
Dave Ernest, Sheriff of Boone County, Illinois will on the 8th day of 
June, 2021, at the hour of 10:00 a.m., at the Main Entrance of the Boone 
County Courthouse, 601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Boone County, 
Illinois sell at public auction to the highest and best bidder for cash and 
all singular, the following described premises and real estate in said 
judgment mentioned, situated in the County and State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy said judgment to wit:

PARCEL 1: PART OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 
44 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING 
AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 
23, TOWNSHIP 44 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF AFORESAID SOUTHEAST QUARTER, 
208.72 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE EAST, PARALLEL 
WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
208.72 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH, PARALLEL 
WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
208.72 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER; THENCE WEST 
ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, 208.72 FEET TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING; SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE 
AND STATE OF ILLINOIS.PARCEL 2: THAT PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 44 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 23; THENCE NORTH 0 DEGREES, 01 
MINUTES, 26 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE 
THEREOF, A DISTANCE OF 208.72 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES, 37 MINUTES, 
30 SECONDS EAST, PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE 
OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 23, A DISTANCE OF 408.06 
FEET; THENCE NORTH 0 DEGREES, 01 MINUTES, 26 
SECONDS WEST, PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 23, A DISTANCE OF 640.51 FEET THENCE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES, 37 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST, 
PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 23, A DISTANCE OF 408.06 FEET TO THE WEST 
LINE, THEREOF THENCE SOUTH 0 DEGREES, 01 MINUTES, 
26 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST LINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 640.51 FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING; SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND STATE OF ILLINOIS.

PROPERTY INDEX NUMBERS: 06-23-200-004 & 06-23-
200-011

Together with all buildings and improvements thereon, and the 
tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging.

This property is commonly known as 10714 Marengo Road, Garden 
Prairie, IL 61038, Boone County, Illinois, and is residential property.  
This property will not be open for inspection.  If the subject mortgaged 
real estate is a unit of a common interest community, the purchaser of 
the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property Act. 

Terms of Sale: This real estate is being sold in an “As Is Condition” 
for cash and the successful bidder is required to deposit 10% of the bid 
amount at the time of the sale with the Boone County Sheriff and the 
balance to be paid within twenty-four hours of the sale.
FRANKS, GERKIN, PONITZ & GREELEY
Attorney for Plaintiff

on May 17, 2021.  It is mandatory that the attached BID FORM be 
included with the bid.

BID FORM

Name of Bidder:    

Address:     _____

_______________________________________________________

Phone:     

Facsimile:     

Contact Person:     
 

If a Corporation, What Form?   

AMOUNT BID for 2428 Main Street, Caledonia, IL $ ______________
(MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE BID is $200,000.00)

Please tender the following documentation along with this BID 
FORM:

1. Bank mortgage commitment or other proof of project financing.
2. If a trust, additional details about the trust.
I hereby certify that I, the undersigned, am empowered to act on 

behalf of the bidder named above.  I do further certify that I have read 
and understand the terms of this document.

Dated this _______day of May, 2021

     
Signature of Bidder / Representative

     
Print name of Signatory

Published in The Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21, 2021

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact 
a transportation business in said County and State under the name of Fast 
Shipping Today LLC  at the following post office address: 1728 Foxfield 
Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons 
owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence 
address of each, are as follows:  Faustino Gallegos, 1728 Foxfield Drive, 
Belvidere, IL 61008; phone #815-329-8926.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 29th day of 
April, A.D. 2021

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
craft business in said County and State under the name of The Purple Poppy 
at the following post office address: 1727 Huntington Court, Belvidere, IL 
61008 that the true and real full names of all persons owning, conducting 
or transacting such business, with respective residence address of each, are 
as follows:  Rebecca Flores, 1727 Huntington Court, Belvidere, IL 61008; 
phone #815-621-0001.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 30th day of April, 
A.D. 2021

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal May 7, 14, 21

File No: 15020.542
19333 E. Grant Highway
Marengo, Illinois 60152
(815) 923-2107
Email: pleadings@fgpglaw.com
Published in  The Boone County Journal on May 7, 14, 21, 2021.

On average, the annual cost of child care for 
infants is about $13,800 and about $10,400 for a 
four-year-old. 

“Illinois’ child care costs are the 10th-highest in 
the nation and rival annual tuition costs at public 
colleges and universities in the state,” said Frank 
Manzo, ILEPI policy director and co-author of the 
study. 

Working mothers with high child care costs 
were 10 percent less likely to remain employed and 
24 percent more likely to report that they suffered 
a loss of income, as compared to other working 
mothers, the survey shows.

The survey found that 55 percent of employed 
mothers worked fewer hours during the pandemic 
and 54 percent earned less income. The burdens 
hit women of color especially hard, Manzo said in 
reference to survey findings. 

“Women compensated for these income 
losses by...delaying rent and mortgage payments, 
spending less on food, pulling from their savings 
accounts and delaying medical treatments,” Manzo 

added. “Just a lot of different ways to make up the 
loss of income but ways that have negative effects 
on nutrition, on health and retirement, things like 
that have long-term effects.” 

Prior to the pandemic, according to the study, 
there was a 3 percent gender employment gap 
between working-age women without children 
(72 percent employed) and working-age men 
without children (75 percent employed) in 
Illinois. For working-age parents, however, 
that gap grew to 21 percent, with 93 percent of 
fathers being employed compared to 72 percent 
of mothers.   

Manzo said the first step to combating these 
issues faced by working mothers is making child 
care affordable through policy change. 

He recommends the state-run Child Care 
Assistance Program could be doubled to cover 
more families at relatively affordable costs. He 
also suggests that the state could institute its own 
refundable child care tax credit, similar to one that 
is currently being considered at the federal level. 

“That would result in over $1,000 in annual tax 
relief for more than 700,000 working families every 
year, as well as boost employment by 29,000 jobs,” 
Manzo said. “So just as one potential policy option, 
targeted aid to low-income families and universal 
child care tax credits, would expand access to 
quality, affordable childcare.”

Access to paid family leave is also important, 
he said. In some instances access to paid family 
and medical leave have kept working mothers 
employed, Manzo said. Policies similar to this 
already exist in other states. 

In the current legislative session, House Bill 
74, sponsored by Rep. Mary Flowers, D-Chicago, 
which would require private employers to provide 
six weeks of paid leave to an employee for various 
family and medical reasons, missed a deadline to be 
voted out of the House and stalled in a committee. 

At the federal level, President Joe Biden’s 
proposed American Families Plan could provide 
paid leave and reduce child care costs for working 
families. If passed as proposed, the plan would 
provide 12 weeks of paid leave for workers who 
meet certain income requirements. 

“But one of the most important provisions of 
this proposal is to extend the child tax credit that 
pays $300 per month for children under six years 
old, and a smaller amount for other children every 
month,” Manzo said. “The amount that is credited 
to each family amounts to $7 billion in extra income 
that enables working mothers and working families 
to afford the cost of child care.”
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“Be a Good American”

Wear a Mask

Keep Your Distance

Get Vaccinated

The Life You Save 
May Be Your Own!


