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Tornado Damages Apollo Theatre
By Charles Herbst

On Friday, March 31, at 7:44 PM, a powerful storm with 100 mile-per-
hour winds struck Downtown Belvidere, causing severe damage to the 
Apollo Theatre at 104 N. State Street.  The theatre was filled with about 260 
concertgoers and staff.  One person, Frederick Livingston, Jr., was killed 
and 48 others were treated for injuries at area hospitals.  Several of the in-
juries were critical.   

A heavy metal concert that was to feature the band “Morbid Angel” was 
in progress. The band “Crypta” had finished their set.  At 7:24, tornado 
warnings for Belvidere had been issued by the National Weather Service, 
and sirens were activated.  The next band, “Skeletal Remains,” delayed tak-
ing the stage because of the weather.  The audience was encouraged to take 
shelter in the theatre’s basement, but most declined and remained on the 
main floor of the theatre.   

The storm sheared the roof off of the fly tower sending it to the street at 
the front of the theater. Loosened bricks on the front façade of the tower and 
other debris fell on the house roof directly in front of the stage, causing that 
portion of the house roof to collapse and fall to the main floor of the theatre.   
The theatre marquee also collapsed from the force of the wind.  

The fly tower is the area above the stage where the theatrical rigging sys-
tem is located.  The house is the portion of the theatre where the audience 
is located.

Audience members immediately began lifting heavy debris from the roof 
collapse, which had trapped others beneath the area near the stage.  Fire-
fighters and police arrived within minutes and took over the rescue.  More 
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Obituaries

OP-ED
than 100 firefighters and paramedics responded 
to the scene.  Seven area ambulance agencies 
provided 28 ambulance runs.  Victims were taken 
to three area hospitals.  

Governor Pritzker, in a visit to Belvidere on 
Sunday, praised the quick work of the audience, 
local residents, and emergency responders, who 
rescued victims from the fallen debris.  Pritzker 

noted that the rescuers’ actions saved lives.
The National Weather Service determined that 

an F1 tornado carved a 27-mile path from south-
west of Davis Junction through Downtown Bel-
videre and finally lifting near the junction of Orth 
and Capron Roads.  There was significant damage 
to other buildings around the theatre, and other 
damage along the path of the tornado, particularly 
from downed trees.  Belvidere Park, Lincoln Ave-
nue, and Hurlbut Avenue were especially hard hit.  
Beyond the theatre, there were no other reported 
injuries.  

This tornado was one of many which struck 
the Midwest and Midsouth this past Friday.  The 
NWS Chicago Office identified at least sixteen 
tornadoes that occurred within its jurisdiction.  
These included tornadoes in Machesney Park and 
Caledonia.  

The site of the Apollo Theatre has been a com-
munity center and entertainment venue for Bel-
videre for about 175 years.  Initially, it was the 
site of Union Hall, a multipurpose building which 
contained a theatre and burned to the ground in 
the 1860s.  After the fire, Union Hall was replaced 
by the Derthick Opera House, built by energetic 
Civil War Veteran William Derthick.  The Der-
thrick was also a multipurpose building, with the 
theatre located on the second floor.  The Derthick 
Opera House lasted until 1917, when it was also 
destroyed by fire.  

The Apollo Theatre was built by Frank Rhein-
hart in 1921.  The theatre was built with an em-
phasis on fireproofing.  The Apollo featured stage 

Friday is for Fishermen
By Scott Reeder

Having married a Catholic and now being the 
only Protestant in a household of six, I’ve learned 
a few things in the past 20 years. 

One of those things I’ve learned is how to bake 
really good macaroni and cheese during Lent. 
Like many families we don’t eat meat on Ash 
Wednesday and the following Fridays leading up 
to Easter. 

A couple of decades ago, I thought these fasts 
were silly and overly legalistic. 

In fact, early in our marriage, I had no problem 
eating a steak while my wife and kids munched on 
pasta. To her credit, my wife never said anything 
to me about it. 

My kids, on the other hand, eyed me with envy 
bordering on irritation. 

But as I’ve aged and learned more, I’ve changed 
my view. It’s a beautiful tradition that can be 
honoring to God if done not out of obligation but 
a desire to commemorate.

The problem is so many people don’t fully 
understand the spiritual practice of fasting. 
Growing up Protestant, I never once heard a pastor 
extol the virtues of even a partial fast.  

According to abstinence rules within the Catho-
lic Church, meat includes flesh from warm-blood-
ed animals and birds. Fish and other seafood are 
OK to eat on Lenten Fridays. 

There are exceptions. In the New Orleans 
Diocese, it’s permissible to eat alligator and in 
Detroit muskrat can be a Lenten Friday entrée. I’m 
not particularly keen on trying either exception. 

Before Vatican II, Catholics abstained from 
meat on almost all Fridays throughout the year. 

Even though I grew up post-Vatican II, my best 
friend’s family continued the year-round practice. 

When I ate at the Reeds on Fridays, on good 
days it was cheese pizza and on bad ones, pea 
soup.

Being a rather inquisitive child, I asked my 
friend’s dad, just why they didn’t eat most types 
of meat on Fridays. He gave me a rather long ex-
planation about a pope centuries ago wanting to 

Clean-up of debris from the tornado      Staff Photo

shows and vaudeville acts, as well as showing 
first-run motion pictures.  Many Belviderians will 
remember seeing classic films there.  One of the 
most memorable occasions of that era was a pa-
rade to the theatre of local children led by an ele-
phant on loan from a circus visiting Belvidere in 
1953.  The parade was staged by the theatre man-
ager, “Nick” Nichols, to promote The Greatest 
Show on Earth, a Cecil B. DeMille movie about 
the Ringling Bros. Barnum and Bailey Circus, 
starring James Stewart and Charleton Heston. 

Like many theatres of its day, the Apollo The-
atre gradually declined and fell into disuse after a 
fire in the 1970s.  

In 2001, the building reopened as the Apollo 
Theatre Banquet Hall.  It has since been a venue 
for weddings and other social gatherings.  It has 
also gained regional acclaim as a venue for heavy 
metal and Mexican musical performances, attract-
ing an audience from a wide geographic area.  

The future of the building is uncertain.  Belvid-
ere’s Congressman, Bill Foster, has joined the rest 
of the Illinois Congressional Delegation in asking 
President Biden to approve Governor Pritzker’s 
request for a federal disaster declaration and fed-
eral assistance. 

Jeffrey Harrison, 64, Belvidere, March 31
Billy Hodge, 76, Poplar Grove, April 2
Michael Jones, 66, Cherry Valley, March 29
Ruth Kirane, 85, Belvidere, March 26
Kenneth Koch, 78, Garden Prairie, March 27
Fred Livingston Jr., 51, Belvidere, March 31
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Looking for a tax preparer?  My clients file with confidence.
   I have over 35 years of experience as a tax attorney with an advanced law degree in taxation. 
My clients know that their taxes are prepared professionally, getting all the deductions and 
credits that they deserve, and they don’t have to fear a letter from the IRS. I can e-file any prior-
year or current-year tax return. My overhead is low, my rates are reasonable, and handle things 
privately. 

  Using a tax attorney gives you a unique 
advantage: At least once a year, you can talk to an attorney and discuss what is important to you.  We can 
discuss your will or trust, assist with an upcoming real estate transaction, or even put your business into an 
LLC to protect your assets.  Or maybe just answer a question that’s been bugging you for years.   

 Or had some large organization try to 
intimidate you, and you really weren’t sure of your rights.  Did you know someone you could ask?  Or did 
you just “wing it” and hope for the best?  My clients know they can call me anytime for some quick 
advice.  

  Haven’t filed?  Afraid to file?  Gotten a letter from them?  I can help.  With 35 
years of experience as a tax attorney, I’ve helped many other people in your situation.  

If your return consists of more than just a W-2, or you have a tax problem, please give me a 
call. Hours are by appointment.

Defendant Invoked 
Ex-Speaker in Defense 
of Lobbying Contracts 

Bribery trial continues after government’s 
star witness spent 21 hours on the stand

By Hannah Meisel Capitol News Illinois
Former Commonwealth Edison executive 

about Marquez, according to Madigan’s close 
friend Mike McClain, a longtime contract lobbyist 
for ComEd.

“Fidel didn’t say nothing,” McClain related 
to fellow ComEd lobbyist John Hooker. “He sat 
there like a bump on a log.”

The brief observation was included in a 
wiretapped phone call between the two men shortly 
after the meeting that was played for a federal 
jury in Chicago on Monday. McClain and Hooker 
are joined as defendants by fellow ex-ComEd 
lobbyist Jay Doherty and the utility’s former CEO 
Anne Pramaggiore. All four are accused of bribing 
Madigan with jobs and contracts for his allies in 
exchange for favorable legislation for the utility.

Later in the call, the pair discussed advice 
they’d each recently given to Marquez about 
how he should handle telling new ComEd CEO 
Joe Dominguez about lobbying subcontractors 
connected to Madigan. The subcontractors had 
allegedly done little to no work in exchange for 
monthly stipends between $4,000 and $5,000 
through Doherty’s longstanding lobbying contract.

“I just told him to be transparent with Joe,” McClain 
said of the counsel he’d given Marquez over lunch at a 
Springfield restaurant the week before. 

That lunch, just like a similar one Marquez 
had with Hooker previously, had been secretly 
videotaped by Marquez at the feds’ direction.

McClain said he told Marquez to appeal to 
Dominguez by comparing the subcontractor 
situation with a request Dominguez had recently 
honored from a labor leader who’d asked him to 
hire an ally as a contract lobbyist.

“We had to hire these guys because Mike 
Madigan came to us,” McClain told Hooker. “It’s 
just that simple…So if you want to make it a federal 
court suit, okay, but that’s how simple it is.”

Jurors heard that quip from McClain just a few 
minutes before hearing another, in which he told 
Hooker and Pramaggiore that he was worried 
Dominguez – a former federal prosecutor from 
New Jersey – would run ComEd differently than 
Pramaggiore, who’d been promoted from the 
CEO role the summer before.

“But Joe, I don’t think he really respects 
Madigan,” he said on the wiretapped call. “So I 
wouldn’t trust Joe. I would trust Joe to think that 
this is a quid pro quo and that he’s wired.”

In early 2019, discussions were just beginning 
on what would eventually become another major 
energy-related bill – although that didn’t end 
up taking shape until 2021, due in part to the 
investigation and the COVID-19 pandemic.

McClain, who had been officially retired from 
lobbying for more than two years at that point, 
was worried that there was still no successor for 

help fishermen out. 
Since my dad was a hog farmer, my 10-year-

old-self worried that the pope had it in for folks 
like us.  But, no, that isn’t the case. 

While it is an interesting, oft-repeated fable 
within the church, it also happens to be nonsense. 

Another explanation I’ve been told by some 
folks of a more progressive bent is that chickens, 
hogs and cattle eat grain, so if Catholics abstain 
from eating their flesh more food will be available 
for hungry people.

It’s a nice thought. But it also doesn’t hold up 
to scrutiny. Modern aquaculture feeds soy, corn 
and rice to farm-raised fish.  And some cattle, 
goats and sheep eat only grass.

Since I’m no theologian, I asked Springfield 
Bishop Thomas Paprocki to explain the practice. 

“We don’t have this visible presence right in 
front of us where we can actually see and talk to 
Jesus the way his disciples did,” he said. “So, there 
is that longing in our hearts to be with Christ, to 
be present with him. And fasting in a way is anal-
ogous to that. When we’re fasting, we get hun-
gry. Hunger is a longing for food. … We long to 
be with Christ. We look forward to the day when 
we’ll be with Christ in his kingdom. But for the 
time being, we have to grow in the sense of pa-
tiently awaiting that day.”

That makes sense. And it’s something I’ll be 
thinking about as I participate in the partial fast 
with my family this year. 

I occasionally hear folks pooh-pooh the prac-
tice. They’ll say a partial fast doesn’t amount to 
much. 

This sort of disparagement of another’s reli-
gious practice is perplexing. Afterall, why should 
someone care what someone else is giving up?  
And let’s be honest, most of the folks critical of 
the practice are not giving up anything themselves.  

In a self-centered age, it’s refreshing to see 
others sacrificing to remember something greater 
than themselves. Isn’t that the meaning of Lent?

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com. 

Fidel Marquez had 
been a government 
informant for less than 
a month when he had a 
meeting with longtime 
Illinois House Speaker 
Michael Madigan in 
mid-February 2019. 

The meeting was 
routine; Marquez, 
another executive and 
ComEd’s relatively 
new CEO met with 
Madigan at the 
beginning of the 
General Assembly’s 
new session in 
Springfield, as was the 
utility’s custom.

But the speaker 
noticed something off 

his unique role as a go-between for Madigan 
and ComEd. He’d been trying to mentor two ex-
Madigan staffers, but he told Pramaggiore and 
Hooker during the call that neither were ready for 
the job.

He was also worried that Marquez was not as 
reliable and quick to respond to Madigan-initiated 
requests as Hooker was when he held that job before 
his retirement in 2012, a worry that was exacerbated 
by Pramaggiore’s promotion to CEO of Exelon 
Utilities, leaving Dominguez as her replacement.

“This is real serious. There’s no one right now 
that I can actually tell our friend, ‘This is the lead, 
and when you call, that guy will snap to or that 
gal will snap to,’” McClain told Pramaggiore and 
Hooker, using his common euphemism of “friend” 
to refer to Madigan. “Because I was the lead, but 
every time I called up John or you, you guys did 
things. I mean…there’s no one in the company 
that has that kind of smack right now.”

Later, the conversation returned to Dominguez, 
and McClain offered to have a “daddy talk with this 
guy.”

“My instinct is that I come up to Chicago and 
I sit down with Dominguez and say, ‘Now look-it 
asshole, if you want to pass this bill, this is what it 
requires,’” McClain said. “‘If you wanna fire me 
today that’s fine but this is like serious business, it’s 
millions of dollars. So either you wanna look like 
you’re the leader, and be the leader, but that means 
you’ve gotta authorize your people to do things.”

The next month, McClain, Hooker and 
Marquez sat down with Dominguez in a meeting 
Marquez recorded. In the recording previously 
played for the jury, Dominguez said he was fine 
with the subcontractor arrangement.

Earlier on Monday, Marquez finished 21 hours 
on the witness stand with the last of the defense’s 
cross-examination. After playing an hour of 
recordings, prosecutors called Doherty’s longtime 
administrative assistant to the witness stand to 
question her about payouts to the subcontractors.

The trial continues at 10 a.m. Tuesday.
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

ROOM FOR RENT: Belvidere: Nice 
furnished room w/ fridge, near downtown, bus 
stop, Aldi, Drug & Dollar Stores. No Sec. 
Deposit. $102/wk. or  $430/mo. 

Call (815) 544-4466  
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Unoffical Election Results
April 4th

(many mail in ballotts still unaccounted for)

House Passes Bill 
Prohibiting Book Bans 

Libraries would be disqualified 
from state grants

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
The Illinois House passed a bill Wednesday 

that would prohibit libraries from banning books 
or other material because of partisan or doctrinal 
pressure, prompting strong opposition from 
Republicans who called it an assault on local 
control.

House Bill 2789 is an initiative of Democratic 
Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias, whose 
office oversees the Illinois State Library and 
administers several grant programs for public and 
school libraries as well as adult literacy programs 
throughout the state.

The bill would require that as a condition of 
qualifying for those grants in the future, libraries 
or library systems would have to adopt a written 
policy prohibiting the practice of banning books. 
Alternatively, they could adopt the American 
Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights, 
which includes a statement that “(m)aterials 
should not be proscribed or removed because of 
partisan or doctrinal disapproval.”

The bill came in response to a wave of high-
profile controversies throughout the country, 
including at least one in Illinois. School districts 
and public libraries have come under pressure to 
remove certain material from their collections, 
often material dealing with issues involving race, 
sexuality and gender identity.

“Banning books is the sort of behavior that was 
once, for good reason, associated with the worst, 
most repressive and repugnant authoritarian 
regimes of the mid-20th century and before,” 
the bill’s lead sponsor Rep. Anne Stava-Murray, 
D-Naperville, said during debate on the House 
floor. “The fact that this is even up for discussion 
in America in the 21st century is disgusting. And 
yet, just last year in my district, that discussion 
was spurred on by a few radical parents and the 
Proud Boys hate group over a book called ‘Gender 
Queer.’”

That book is a memoir by Maia Kobabe about a 
nonbinary person grappling with issues of gender 
identity and sexuality as a teenager and young 
adult. According to the New York Times, it has 
been pulled from library shelves in dozens of 
school districts around the country.

One of the school districts that came under 
pressure to remove the book was Community 
High School District 99, in Downers Grove, in 
Stava-Murray’s district. According to a June 
2022 Chicago Sun-Times story, the pressure was 
generated by a group of conservative parents and 
members of the Proud Boys, but students in the 
district pushed back and the board eventually 
voted unanimously to keep the book on the 
shelves.

“Students led a community-supported effort in 
my district to keep the book in the library,” Stava-
Murray said. “But kids shouldn’t have to be the 
heroes… Nobody is forcing you or your children 
to check out or purchase or read these books. If 
they are not consistent with your personal beliefs, 
don’t read them.”

PEN American, in a report on book bans around 
the country, identified five enforced bans in the 
state between July 2021 and June 2022, including 
3 bans of Gender Queer. 

Some Republicans, however, argued that public 
libraries are governed by locally elected boards, 
and that those boards should have the authority to 

Boone County License & Title 

Stickers - Titles - Plates
We Are OPEN

Bring:
 Postcard Bill from the Secretary of State

Or
Old Registration Card

Or
Vin# + Plate # + Expiration Date

419 S. State St. Bel
815-544-2075

M-F 9-5
Sat   9-1
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Belvidere Mutual Insurance Company  is offering a scholarship of up to 
$500 to the children or grandchildren of current policyholders who are 
high school graduating seniors seeking higher education. Please email 

nicolettel@belvideremutualinsurance.com or call 815/544-3861
Application deadline April 28, 2023.

We are a full-line agency ready to help you

(815)226-1444

Saturday, April 8th at 11 am
At Joe Lewis Field

(next to the Belvidere Park Pool on Lincoln Ave.)
“When the bomb goes off you better be quick”

IOU Club’s  99th Annual

EASTER EGG HUNT

Boone County 
License & Title

419 S. State St. Bel.
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Legal Notices

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
BOONE COUNTY - BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS 

WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF 
BEAR STEARNS ASSET BACKED SECURITIES I TRUST 2007-AC2, 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-AC2,

PLAINTIFF 
VS. Case No.:  2022FC50
TIM MILLER AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR NINA 

MCKINNEY, U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
INDENTURE TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF 
THE TERWIN MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-9SL, ASSET-BACKED 
SECURITIES, SERIES 2007-9SL , ANDRE P BONNER JR, JONATHAN 
B MCKINNEY, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF NINA 
MCKINNEY; UNKNOWN OWNERS GENERALLY, AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS.

DEFENDANTS Property Address:
2213 Oakbrook Drive
Belvidere, IL 61008

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is 

hereby given to Andre P Bonner Jr, Jonathan B McKinney, Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Nina McKinney and Unknown Owners, and Non Record 
Claimants, Defendants in the above-entitled action, that a Complaint for 
Foreclosure and Other Relief has been commenced in the Circuit Court of 
Boone County, by said Plaintiff against you and other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of certain mortgages conveying the premises legally 
described as follows:

LOT 24 AS DESIGNATED UPON AMENDED PLAT OF PLAT 
NO. 1 OF OAKBROOK WOODS, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF PART 
OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 43 NORTH, 

ADOPTION NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF BOONE 2023-AD-2. 

In the matter of the Petition for Adoption of GRAYSON DOMINIC 
ZARCONE, a male child, 

To Geno Zarcone, and All Whom It May Concern:
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition was filed in the Circuit Court of Boone 

County, Illinois, for the adoption of a minor child named GRAYSON 
DOMINIC ZARCONE.

NOW THEREFORE, unless you, and all whom it may concern, file 
your answer to the Petition in the action or otherwise file your appearance 
therein in said Circuit Court of Boone County, in the City of Belvidere, 
Illinois on or before the 24th day of April, 2023, a default may be entered 
against you any time after that day and a Judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said Petition.

Dated: March 22, 2023 Pamela Coduto, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court 

ZIMMERMAN & WALSH, LLP
Attorney Erin E. Walsh, #6279993
1707 East State Street
Rockford, IL 61104
Phone: 815-399-1400
Fax: 815-399-9440
eew@zimwalsh.com
Published in Boone County Journal  3/23, 3/30, 4/6 

RANGE 3 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, THE PLAT 
OF WHICH IS RECORDED FEBRUARY 25, 1999 AS DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 99-01883 IN THE RECORDER`S OFFICE OF BOONE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

P.I.N.:  07-02-126-025
COMMON ADDRESS:  2213 Oakbrook Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008
And which mortgages were made by Nina McKinney a/k/a Nina 

B. McKinney, as Mortgagor(s); and given to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Opteum Financial Services, LLC 
as Mortgagee; to wit: that certain “Mortgage” dated (a) 11/06/2006, and 
recorded as Document No.2006R13078, that Summons was duly issued out 
of said court against you as provided by law, and that the said Complaint is 
now pending for foreclosure of said mortgages and for other relief.

Now, therefore, unless you Andre P Bonner Jr, Jonathan B McKinney, 
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Nina McKinney and Unknown Owners, 
and Non Record Claimants, file your Appearance and Answer to the 
Complaint in said action in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Boone County, Chancery Division, on or before April  24, 2023, default 
may be entered against you at any time after that day and a judgment 
entered in accordance with the prayer for relief in said Complaint.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Kluever Law Group, LLC
225 West Washington Street Suite 1550
Chicago, IL 60606
312-236-0077 
courtresults@klueverlawgroup.com
Atty. No. 6275308
6088-931164

Published in The Boone County Journal: 3/23, 30 & 4/6

Notice of Lien:
The following amount must be received on, or before April 28, 2023 

by cash, debit card, or certified check at
Belvidere Mini Storage: P.O. Box 963: Woodstock, IL 60098. Other-

wise, the contents of the below units located
at 810 W. Locust Street: Belvidere, IL 61008 will be disposed of, or 

sold at auction.
Name: Unit#: Amount Due:
Gunn, Jesse Akeem 86 $ 547.00
Hammond, Beverly J. 104 $1140.00
Schultz, Judy L. 52 $ 682.00
Ford, Karen L. Meyers- 11 &amp; 15 $1787.00
Published in The Boone County Journal March30 and April 6, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE: Notice if Intent to enforce Mechanic’s Lien 
pursuant to Chapter 770 ILCS50/3 et seq to: Susan L. Schindler and Ally 
Financial, 2018 Chevrolet Equinox, VIN: 2GNAXHEV6J6156434, for 
the amount of due and owing $2000.00. To be sold at a public sale on 
May 5, 2023, at 10:00 A.M., at Logan Ave Mobile, 220 Logan Avenue, 
Belvidere, IL 61008, 815-547-5560. 

Published in The Boone County Journal, 03/30/23.

NOTICE
Belvidere Community Unit School District #100 seeks proposals 

from qualified individuals or firms to facilitate and support the work to 
implement the school district’s strategic plan. 

All proposals are due by 4:30 p.m. on April 17, 2023, at the Business 
Office, Administration Building, 1201 Fifth Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008.  
An authorized company representative must sign proposals.

Proposal specifications are available at the Administration Building 
at 1201 Fifth Avenue, Belvidere, Illinois, by phoning (815) 544-0301 or 
on the District 100 website, www.district100.com/departments/finance-
facilities.

The Board of Education reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals.

Holly Houk, Clerk
Board of Education
Belvidere Community Unit School District #100
Published in The Boone County Journal April 6, 2023

 NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRAC-
TICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT THE LAW FIRM OF ALLEN 
GALLUZZO HEVRIN LEAK, LLC IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

State of Illinois 
In the Circuit Court of the 17th Judicial Circuit 

County of BOONE
BYRON BANK, an Illinois State Bank, Plaintiff,
v. Case No. 2023FC28
RYAN R. WESTERBERG, SHELLY L. WESTERBERG, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, UNKNOWN TENANTS, UNKNOWN SPOUSES, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS, and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS. Defendants.

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN OWNERS; UNKNOWN TENANTS; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSES; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND NONRECORD 

CLAIMANTS FOR PUBLICATION
The requisite Affidavit having been duly filed in my office, NOTICE 

is hereby given you, UNKNOWN OWNERS; UNKNOWN TENANTS; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSES; UNKNOWN HEIRS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendants in the above-entitled suit, that the said suit 
has been commenced in the Circuit Court of Boone County, by the said 
Plaintiff, against you and other Defendants, praying for the foreclosure of 
a certain mortgage concerning the premises described as follows, to-wit:

Lot Eight (8) in Prairie Fields Estates, being a Subdivision of part of 
the Northeast Quarter (1/4) of Section 17, Township 44 North, Range 3 
East of the Third Principal Meridian, according to the Plat thereof re-
corded January 6, 2004, in Plat Index Envelope 287-B, as Document No. 
2004R00166, in the Recorder’s Office of Boone County, Illinois; situated 
in the County of Boone and State of Illinois. 

COMMON ADDRESS: 1654 Danielle Lane, Belvidere, Illinois 
61108

PINs: 05-17-251-004
And for other relief; that Summons was duly issued out of the said 

Court against you as provided by law, and that the suit is now pending.
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, the said above-named Defendants, 

file your Answer to the Complaint of said suit or otherwise make your ap-
pearance therein, in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Boone 
County, Boone County Courthouse in the City of Belvidere, Illinois, on 
or before the 18th day of May 2023, default may be entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said Complaint.
PAMELA CODUTO, Clerk of the Circuit Court, 17th Judicial Circuit,
Boone County, Illinois

PREPARED BY:
Cassandra M. Crandall (ARDC 6335736)
Allen Galluzzo Hevrin Leake, LLC
839 N. Perryville Road, Suite 200
Rockford, IL 61107
815-265-6464
ccrandall@aghllaw.com
Published in The Boone County Journl April 6, 13, 20

PUBLIC NOTICE
    NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 21, 2023, the Board 

of Education of North Boone CUSD 200 approved the sale of North 
Boone 200 property via a silent auction. Property to be auctioned off in-
cludes a 48” Zero Turn Lawn Mower and a 72” Zero Turn Lawn Mower. 
The silent auction viewing and bidding will be conducted on Wednesday, 
April 19, 2023 from 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM with equipment being awarded 
to the highest bidder. The location of the silent auction is at North Boone 
CUSD 200, 6248 North Boone School Rd., Poplar Grove, IL 61065.

   Michael Greenlee, Superintendent
   North Boone CUSD 200
   Published in The Boone County Journal Apr 6, 13

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Probate Division
Estate of Russell Graff, Deceased. Case No. 2023 PR 13

CLAIM NOTICE
 Notice is given of the death of Russell Graff of Capron, Illinois. Letters 

of office were issued on March 23, 2023, to Representative Hollis Piquette 
Graff of 165 Cloud Mist Dr, Capron, Illinois whose attorney is Keith D. 
Sloan, 101 N. Virginia St, #108, Crystal Lake, IL 60014.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court or with representative, or both, on or before October 7, 2023 
which date is not less than 6 months from the date of the first publication 
of this notice and any claim not filed within that period is barred. Copies 
of any claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 10 days after it is filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm 
to learn more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

Prepared by:
Name:  Keith D. Sloan
Address: 101 N. Virginia St, #108
City: Crystal Lake
Phone: 815-893-4360
State: IL 
Zip Code: 60014
ARDC #: 6287423
E-mail address: info@kdslawfirms.com 
Published in The Boone County Journl April 6, 13, 20

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY - BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS

Discover Bank, PLAINTIFF
Vs. No. 2023FC8
Kevin White; Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claimants, DEFENDANTS

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:

Kevin White
Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claimants
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other 

defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as follows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
919 Fremont St
Belvidere, IL 61008
and which said Mortgage was made by:
Kevin White
the Mortgagor(s), to Discover Bank, as Mortgagee, and recorded in the 

Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Boone County, Illinois, as Document 
No. 2018R00745; and for other relief; that summons was duly issued out 
of said Court against you as provided by law and that the said suit is now 
pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this case in the Office of the Clerk of this Court,

Pamela Coduto
Clerk of the Circuit Court
601 North Main Street
Belvidere, IL 61008
on or before May 8, 2023, A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST 

YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE 
ENTERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-23-00749
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector.
I3217285 
Published in The Boone County Journal Apr 6, 13, 20, 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BOONE COUNTY 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Notice is hereby given that the Boone County Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 25, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the County Board Room, 1212 Logan Ave, Belvidere, IL 61008 upon 
the following petitions: 

The applicant, Gary Hendrickson (property owner), is seeking a 
variance to construct an accessory building with a 15’ side yard setback 
in the A-1 District, pursuant to 2.8 (Variations) and Section 3.2.4 (Lot 
Development Standards) of Section 3.2 (A-1 Agricultural Preservation 
Area District) of the Boone County Zoning Ordinance, at 8141 Huber, 
PIN 06-16-100-013, in unincorporated Belvidere Township, Boone 
County, Illinois.

Tony Savino, Chair, Boone County Zoning Board of Appeals
Published in the Boone County Journal on April 6, 2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

MORTGAGE ASSETS MANAGEMENT, LLC, PLAINTIFF,
 v. CASE NO.: 2023FC16
LARRY SUHR; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF SHIRLEY 
M. SUHR, DECEASED; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ACTING BY 
AND THROUGH ITS AGENCY THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS; DEFENDANTS.

PROPERTY ADDRESS:
318 WEST JACKSON STREET
BELVIDERE, IL 61008

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby 

given to you:
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF SHIRLEY M. SUHR, 

DECEASED 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
that Plaintiff commenced this case in the Circuit Court of Boone County 

against you and other defendants, for foreclosure of a certain mortgage lien 
recorded against the real estate described as follows:

THE NORTHERLY ONE-HALF (1/2) OF THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PLACE OR PARCEL OF LAND:

COMMENCING AT A POINT ON THE NORTHERLY LINE OF 
MENOMINIE STREET TWELVE (12) RODS WESTERLY FROM THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY CORNER OF BLOCK SEVENTY-TWO (72) IN 
THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF BELVIDERE, RUNNING FROM THENCE 
NORTHERLY PARALLEL WITH BAKER, FORMERLY PEARL 
STREET, SIXTEEN (16) RODS, TO THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER 
OF SAID BLOCK SEVENTY-TWO (72); THENCE NORTHEASTERLY 
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF JACKSON STREET FOUR (4) 
RODS; THENCE SOUTHERLY PARALLEL WITH SAID BAKER 
STREET SIXTEEN (16) RODS TO THE NORTHERLY LINE OF 
MENOMINIE STREET; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG THE 
NORTHERLY LINE OF MENOMINIE STREET FOUR (4) RODS TO 
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING; EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE 
NORTHERLY FOUR (4) RODS OF THE EASTERLY TWO FEET; 
HERETOFORE CONVEYED TO HENRY BLIETZ AND MARY 
BLIETZ, AS APPEARS OF RECORD IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE 
OF BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN BOOK 67, OF DEEDS AT PAGE 
463, SITUATED IN THE CITY OF BELVIDERE, COUNTY OF BOONE 
IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Common Address: 318 WEST JACKSON STREET BELVIDERE, IL 
61008

PIN: 05-26-254-002
Said mortgage was executed by EDWARD E. SUHR AND SHIRLEY 

M. SUHR, as mortgagor(s) and VERTICAL LEND INC., as mortgagee, on 
8/29/2007 and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Boone 
County, Illinois as Document Number 2007R09951.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm 
to learn more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.

Unless you file your Appearance and Answer/Response in this case 
in the office of the clerk of this court by 05/08/2023 A JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE OR DECREEE BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED FOR IN THE PLAINTIFF’S 
COMPLAINT.  

Thomas LaSalle    6340111
Robertson Anschutz Schneid Crane & Partners, PLLC
205 N. Michigan Suite 810
Chicago, IL 60601
Phone: (561) 241-6901 E-mail: ILmail@raslg.com
File: 22-087255
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
6088-931395
Published in The Boone County Journl April 6, 13, 20

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters, residents of Caledonia 

Township in the County of Boone and State of Illinois that the Annual 
Town Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
at The Caledonia Township Building located at 2430 Main Street, 
Caledonia for the transaction of the following: Nominate and elect 
Moderator, Approve minutes of the April 12, 2022 meeting, Reading of 
Annual Financial Statements, Old Business and New Business.  New 
Business to include Resolution 2023-01 – Transfer of Surplus Town 
Funds to Road and Bridge Fund.

Dated March 27, 2023
Theresa Balk, Town Clerk
This was published in The Boone County Journal – 04/06 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

In The Interest of: AIDEN JONES, minor Patrick O’Brien, Unknown 
Fathers and All Whom It May Concern    
 No. 23-JA-07     
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Take notice that on MARCH 23, 2023, a petition was filed under 
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court 
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Aiden Jones, minor; and 
that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 2:00 P.M. central 
daylight time on 6/15/23; or as soon thereafter as this cause may be heard, 
a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child declared to be 
a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY 
IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
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Book Banning     from page 4

Assumed names

FOR RENT
2 bedroom for rent in Belvidere
large yard and off street parking 

no appliances, no pets, 
$825 per month call 608-604-0791

STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE COUNTY      
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
No. DBA4139  - The undersigned person(s) do hereby certify that a 

CLEANING business is or is to be conducted or transacted under the name 
of FLORES CLEANING SERVICES LLC that its location is or will be 
at 204 Warren Avenue in BELVIDERE in the County of Boone County, 
State of Illinois, and that the true or real name(s) of the person(s) owning, 
conducting, or transacting the same with the post office address or address 
of said person(s) is shown below. 

Phone Number: 815-520-4515
Liliana Flores, 204 Warren Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008
I, Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk And Recorder of Boone County, in the 

State aforesaid, do the hereby certify that the within is a true and correct 
copy of an Assumed Name Certificate on file in my office.  Dated:  Friday, 
March 24, 2023, Julie A Bliss, County Clerk and Recorder     

Published in Boone County Journal 3/30, 4/6, 4/13 - P

STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE COUNTY      
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION

No. DBA4140  - The undersigned person(s) do hereby certify that a 
HEALTH CLUB business is or is to be conducted or transacted under 
the name of CHELITO’S HEALTHY CLUB that its location is or will be 
at 2024 N STATE ST.  UNIT #800 in Belvidere in the County of Boone 
County, State of Illinois, and that the true or real name(s) of the person(s) 
owning, conducting, or transacting the same with the post office address or 
address of said person(s) is shown below. 

Phone Number: 815-520-9409
Consuelo Pasillas, 8872 Olson Road, Belvidere, IL 61008
I, Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk And Recorder of Boone County, in the 

State aforesaid, do the hereby certify that the within is a true and correct 
copy of an Assumed Name Certificate on file in my office.  Dated:  Friday, 
March 28, 2023, Julie A Bliss, County Clerk and Recorder     
Published in Boone County Journal 4/6, 4/13, 4/20 - P

AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN 
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE 
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE PETTION 
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER 
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will not be entitled 
to further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.

Dated:  March 27, 2023    
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK

Published in The Boone County Journal:  4/6, 4/13, 4/20 – C 

decide how best to serve their communities.
“I find this a complete assault on local control,” 

said Rep. Martin McLaughlin, R-Barrington 
Hills. “… These people volunteer as nonpartisan 
elected local officials, and for the state to tell a 
local library board, ‘listen to the professionals; 
follow the professionals’ – I don’t understand why 
we have local elections anymore if a bill like this 
passes.”

Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer, R-Jacksonville, said 
that he used to serve on his local library board and 
when his own children visit the library, they are 
accompanied by a parent. But he said that is not 
necessarily the case when they are at school using 
the school library.

“I am not for banning books at all,” he said. 
“I am for age-appropriate materials. And so, 
if a parent wants their kid to have those age-
appropriate materials, they can certainly get them 
for them. I don’t think that a librarian is the end-
all, be-all decision maker in the state of Illinois on 
what books should be given to a child.”

Stava-Murray, however, rejected those 

arguments, saying the bill would only add another 
condition onto the rules to qualify for grants 
administered by the secretary of state. Last year, 
the office awarded more than 1,600 grants totaling 
more than $62 million, including a $4,300 grant to 
Downers Grove Community High School District 
99.

“In terms of the argument about local control, I 
find that disgusting. Local Control has long been a 
dog whistle for allowing statewide or nationwide 
racist or bigoted policies to persist,” she said, 
eliciting loud boos from the Republican side of the 
aisle. “Today, I just strongly urge my colleagues 
to do the right thing and make sure that access to 
books is not infringed upon in our state.”

The bill passed the House 69-39 with all of 
the no votes coming from Republicans. Three 
Democrats and one Republican were recorded as 
present but not voting. The bill next goes to the 
Senate for consideration.

“Public and school libraries are facing 
unprecedented censorship of books and resources, 
not just in Illinois but throughout the nation,” 
Giannoulias said in a statement after the vote. 
“This important first-in-the-nation legislation 
combats book banning and upholds freedom of 
speech, which America has always stood for. I 
applaud the Illinois House of Representatives for 
passing this important measure and encourage the 
State Senate to do the same.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It is 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers statewide, 
as well as hundreds of radio and TV stations. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

Senate Votes to 
Lift Nuclear 
Construction Ban 

Environmental, anti-nuclear groups 
oppose the legislation 

By Andrew Adams  Capitol News Illinois
The Illinois Senate approved a measure on 

Thursday that would lift a 1980s-era moratorium 
on nuclear power plant construction. 

Senate Bill 76, sponsored by Sen. Sue Rezin, 
R-Morris, was approved on a 39-13 vote. The 
bill now goes to the House of Representatives for 
consideration. 

“The bill is going to come to the House with 
a lot of momentum,” Rezin said in an interview 
after the bill passed. “The unions are out and 
working their members to explain the importance 
of the bill and to just explain the technology.”

Rezin said on the Senate floor that the bill 
would specifically allow for the construction 
of small modular nuclear reactors, or SMRs. 
These reactors operate at a much smaller scale 
than traditional nuclear reactors and are built in 
factories and assembled on site. SMR proponents 
say they can be deployed in places like factories, 

replacing the need for things like coal-fired 
cogeneration plants. 

“This is a large change in energy policy for the 
state of Illinois,” Rezin said. “It’s important to 
have a robust discussion and make sure the bill’s 
been vetted.”

Senate proponents of the bill, including Sens. 
Bill Cunningham, D-Chicago, and Patrick Joyce, 
D-Essex, said that lifting the ban would help the 
state attract investment in new technology.

Cunningham said the moratorium is preventing 
the state from “sending signals out to the market” 
for investment in new energy technology, 
including SMRs and using nuclear power for 
hydrogen generation.  

“I’m here to make Illinois stay relevant, to 
make Illinois stay at the table,” Joyce said. “With 
the moratorium in place, we’re not even part of 
the conversation.” 

Rezin noted during floor debate that the federal 
government has signaled support for nuclear 
reactors and made funding available for small 
modular projects. The Department of Energy has 
several grant programs for the development and 
demonstration of SMRs.  

“By lifting this ban, it allows Illinois, should 
they choose, to go after federal dollars that 
are provided by this administration, the Biden 
administration, who is embracing, supporting and 
investing in advanced nuclear reactors,” Rezin 
said.  

Sen. Ram Villivalam, D-Chicago, said the 
bill was “still not fully baked,” adding that the 
question of what is done with nuclear waste still 
doesn’t have a solution. 

“Whether it’s one pound or a thousand pounds, 
it’s still nuclear waste,” he said. “We can’t wait 
for a national strategy, in my opinion.”

The state’s ban went into effect in 1987 and 
was intended to remain in effect until the federal 
government identifies a national nuclear waste 
disposal strategy. In 1987, Congress identified 
a site in Nevada as the nation’s repository for 
nuclear waste, although later opposition from the 
state and the White House quashed that plan. No 
national disposal site has been designated. 

Some of the state’s largest environmental 
groups, including the Illinois Environmental 
Council, oppose the measure. Jack Darin, the 
head of the Illinois chapter of the Sierra Club, 
told Capitol News Illinois earlier this month 
that his organization doesn’t believe nuclear 
energy is “clean energy,” citing concerns over the 
environmental impact of nuclear waste. 

David Kraft, the head of the Nuclear Energy 
Information Service, an anti-nuclear advocacy 
group based in Chicago, has said the bill will 
weaken the state’s landmark energy policy, the 
2021 Climate and Equitable Jobs Act. 

“Small modulars are not climate solutions, 
they’re not job generators until the 2030s and 
they’ll generate more nuclear waste,” Kraft said 
in a Thursday interview.  

Kraft added he’s worried that lawmakers are 
not fully considering the safety implications of 
SMR technology. 

The federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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real journalism for a real democracy

Each week, the Journal seeks to present a variety of voices.
  Every attempt will be made to print all letters 

received with the exception of those that are libelous or 
obscene.  Letters should be signed and include an ID or phone 
number, so that we can contact the author prior to publication to 
verify authenticity.  

  Community leaders are encouraged to 
submit guest columns consistent with our editorial guidelines 
for possible inclusion in the Journal.

  The opinions expressed in the Journal are those 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
The Boone County Journal management or ownership.

Senate Passes Bill 
Protecting ‘Child 
Influencers’

Minors featured in commercial vlogs 
would have to be compensated

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
The Illinois Senate unanimously passed a bill 

Wednesday that gives financial protection to chil-
dren whose parents make money posting videos 
of them on social media.

Those children are known as “influencers” be-
cause the videos, known as vlogs, are intended to 
generate interest in things like products and ser-
vices or social and fashion trends. Vlogs that get 
enough views on platforms like YouTube, Face-
book and TikTok can generate substantial revenue 
through things like advertising, partnerships with 
the platform or subscription fees.

Senate Bill 1782 was introduced by Demo-
cratic Sens. David Koehler, of Peoria, and Linda 
Holmes, of Aurora, but it underwent significant 
amendments before passing the Senate. Koehler 
said if the bill is signed into law, Illinois would 
be the first state in the nation to enact such legis-
lation.

The final version would provide that if a minor 
is featured in at least 30 percent of a vlogger’s 
revenue-generating video during a 30-day period, 
then the minor is entitled to a share of the revenue. 
That money would have to be set aside in a trust 
fund that the minor could access after they turn 
18.

has approved one SMR design, although no 
power plants using an SMR design are online in 
the United States. China and Russia both have 
SMRs of other designs online. 

A similar bill was introduced in the House 
by Rep. Mark Walker, D-Arlington Heights. 
That measure, House Bill 1079, was approved 
in committee with a bipartisan majority, 18-3, 
although it hasn’t been heard by the full House.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

It would also require the vlogger to report pe-
riodically to the Illinois Department of Labor the 
names and ages of any minors engaged in the work 
of vlogging, the number of vlogs that generated 
compensation, and the number of minutes each 
minor was featured in the vlogs. It would also give 
minors the right to sue if a vlogger knowingly or 
recklessly fails to set aside the minor’s earnings in 
a trust account.

The bill passed out of the Senate 56-0 and will 
head next to the House for consideration.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers state-
wide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV sta-
tions. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Foun-
dation.

Lawmakers Advance 
Measure to Regulate 
Ride-Shares As 
‘Common Carriers’ 

2014 regulation subjected them to lower 
level of scrutiny for passenger safety

By Nika Schoonover Capitol News Illinois
Lawmakers are considering a bill that would 

treat ride-share companies such as Uber and Lyft 
as “common carriers,” opening them up to the 
same level of liability as other forms of public 
transportation. 

House Bill 2231 passed on the House floor 
this week with a 73-36 vote. The bill now awaits 
consideration in the Senate.

The common carrier status is defined as a 
“standard of care” under which passengers 
surrender their safety to certain modes of 
transportation. Currently in Illinois, this includes 
taxicabs, railways and elevators, among others. 

“The reason for treating common carriers and 
holding common carriers to a higher standard 
of care is the lack of control that the rider has,” 
Rep. Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz, a Democrat from 
Glenview and the bill’s lead sponsor, said in an 
interview. “There is no difference between the 
lack of control that a rider has the moment they 
step into an Uber or a Lyft and the lack of control 
that a rider has when they step into a taxicab or a 
train or an elevator.”

The push for the bill is spurred by concerns for 
rider safety, particularly after an Illinois Supreme 
Court case that was settled out of court in January 
2022. The case’s prior appellate court opinion 
affirmed ride-share companies’ exemption from 
the common carrier status after a Lyft driver 
allegedly raped a passenger in 2017. 

The alleged rape occurred in Chicago, when a 
woman identified as Jane Doe hailed a Lyft after a 
night out with her friends. The Lyft driver picked 
her up and, at some point during the ride, Doe fell 
asleep. The driver then drove to a secluded alley 
where he brandished a knife, zip-tied her hands 
and repeatedly sexually assaulted her, according 
to a court filing in the case that was settled in 2022. 

Despite Doe’s argument that ride-share 
companies such as Lyft should be held to the 

The statute in question, part of the 2014 
Transportation Network Providers Act, states 
Transportation Network Companies and their 
drivers “are not common carriers, contract 
carriers or motor carriers, as defined by applicable 
State law, nor do they provide taxicab or for-hire 
vehicle service.”

“Were we to hold that TNCs are subject to the 
same liability standards as common carriers, it 
would strip the relevant language of (the section of 
the statute) of all meaning,” Illinois First District 
Justice Bertina Lampkin wrote in the appellate 
court decision.

Gong-Gershowitz argued that, if not for the 
law, Lyft may have been liable in this instance. 

“This exemption from the common carrier 
doctrine insulates TNC’s liability from the acts 
of their drivers when injuries to their consumers 
occur,” Gong-Gershowitz said in a committee 
hearing. “Other common carriers…do not enjoy 
this exemption and it has been used by ride-share 
companies to shield themselves from liability 
and auto crashes and cases where drivers have 
sexually assaulted their passengers.”

Opposition to the legislation centered on a 
concern that the common carrier classification 
may negatively impact business for ride-share 
companies. 

“One of the reasons these entities have been so 
successful has been costs aren’t as great as they 
are with other entities,” Rep. Patrick Windhorst, 
R-Metropolis, said on the House floor. “So by 
increasing regulations or burdens on business 
then we may drive them out or make them less 
successful.”

In an interview, Gong-Gershowitz refuted that 
claim, asserting ride-share companies are not a 
cheaper option anymore. 

“When you look at surge pricing, when you 
look now at what riders pay to take an Uber or 
Lyft from one place or another, I would argue 
that the price comparison to other forms of 
transportation…being a less expensive option no 
longer is what’s born out in the market,” Gong-
Gershowitz said. 

According to Crain’s Chicago Business, the 
average fare for Ubers in Chicago increased by 
80 percent and by 73 percent for Lyft since 2019. 
According to the same report, the average fare for 
taxis increased by 50 percent. 

Gong-Gershowitz added the cultural landscape 
around ride-share companies has shifted since 
their inception, eliminating the need to treat 
them differently from alternative modes of 
transportation. 

“I think almost everybody now, at all ages, 
has an app on their phone and knows how to use 
both ride-share apps for Uber and Lyft, as well 
as other things,” Gong-Gershowitz said. “So the 
dominance of technology in terms of the way we 
handle transportation, and many other things, has 
transformed the world that we live in over the last 
10 years. And so the rationale that existed in 2015 
just doesn’t hold up in today’s market.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

same liability standard 
as established common 
carriers, the appellate 
court upheld the 
exemption because of 
the specificity of the 
statute. The case was 
settled out of court 
before the Supreme 
Court could rule on it.


