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The Wright House

By David Larson
The house in the picture was located in the
1000 block of North State. It was built by Robert
W. Wright, who lived there until his death in
1910. His younger brother, O.H. Wright Jr. lived
in the home for many more years.
The father of the two brothers, Omar Hassan
(O.H.) Wright, Sr., came to Belvidere in 1856 as
a schoolteacher and left an outsized, indelible
mark on this community, primarily in law,
lumber, coal, and banking. For a century three
generations of the Wright family built a record of
success here.
O.H. Wright Sr. and his sons, Robert and
O.H Wright Jr., made something out of nothing,
and that something became an important part
of the economic prosperity of Belvidere and
the transformation of a settlement to a city. In
contrast to today, where most economic activity
comes prepackaged and the community tries to
attract the project through tax breaks, the Wrights
built from within, played by the rules, and created
wealth that stayed in the community.
O.H. Wright, Sr. was interested in the law, and
studied under the direction of Stephen Hurlbut,
a local politician and attorney who came to
Belvidere from Charleston, South Carolina. In
1865, at the age of 38, Wright was admitted to
the bar, and moved his vocation from education
to law.
Hurlbut had escaped jail in Charleston for
fraud, and decided Belvidere was a safe place to
recreate himself. He arrived in Belvidere at about
the same time as O.H. Wright, Sr.
Wright’s son Robert followed his father in the
Continued on Page 2

OSF Lifeline
to Discontinue
Ambulance Service
in April

New Boone County
State Representative is
House Minority Leader

By David Larson
A bomb went off at the Belvidere City Council
Committee-of-the-Whole Monday night with the
announcement that OSF Lifeline has been sold
to a private company, Elite Lifeline. Belvidere’s
contract with OSF Lifeline, which expires in
April, 2023, will be the end of no-cost ambulance
coverage for the city. Historically, it was provided
as a part of OSF’s non-profit mission.
Two paths emerged from the discussion lead by
Belvidere Fire Chief Schadle and City Attorney
Mike Drella: Does the city provide ambulance
service at an as yet undetermined annual cost to
the city, or should the city find a new private
provider?
Fire Chief Schadle provided statistics from
2021 to frame the discussion.
In 2021, Belvidere had 2408 ambulance calls
and District 2 had around 600. The average
turnaround time of an ambulance call is assumed
to be 90 minutes. Based on that, one ambulance
would be able to handle 67 percent of the calls,
two would be able to handle 91 percent of the
calls, and three ambulances would be able to
handle 99 percent of the calls. From a pure data
perspective, with two ambulances, only about
160 calls a year would be unable to be handled.
Schadle said that once local service is
exhausted, other department, such as Districts 2

Rep. Tony McCombie says finding
‘balance,’ honing message are top
priorities
By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Charles Herbst contributed to this artical
Republicans chose new leadership for their
caucuses in the Illinois General Assembly on
Tuesday night, while the two Democratic leaders
have each announced they have the votes to
maintain their positions.
House Republicans elected Tony McCombie
of Savanna and Senate Republicans chose John
Curran of Downers Grove.
Ms. McCombie represents the 89th Legislative
District in the General Assembly. This district
includes Boone County south of Belvidere and
stretches west to the Mississippi River.
Tony McCombie said Wednesday that her top
priority when she becomes the next House minority
leader will be to rebuild the GOP caucus following
last week’s elections that were, for Republicans, a
disappointment.
“The top priority is to bring balance to the
Republican Party,” she told reporters during her first
Statehouse news conference since being elected
leader. “I mean, we need some numbers, seriously.
We need to collaborate on our messages. We need
to bring our caucus all together to have opinions.”
McCombie said Republicans in Illinois must
hone their message to appeal to more voters.

Continued on Page 3
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banking, seven lumber yards, and many different

from page 1 investments. Additional local investors came with

legal profession and also became a judge in the
17th Circuit, which then included Winnebago,
Boone, McHenry, and Lake counties. He was also
the States Attorney for Boone County
O.H. Wright’s younger son, O.H. Wright Jr.,
chose to go into business with his father. The pair
pooled $5000, contributing $2,500 each, to open
a lumber and coal business in Belvidere by the
name of O.H. Wright & Son. Importing Wisconsin
lumber and Indiana coal by rail, The firm became
a reliable source of those essential commodities
for Belvidere.
O.H. Wright & Son prospered, creating jobs
for the community and wealth for themselves.
From that partnership, employing thrift, sound
thinking, and prompt attention to obligations,
they built a fortune. The family became one of the
predominant families of Boone County’s history.
The family business eventually included

“You can fool all the
people some of the
time and some of the
people all the time, but
you cannot fool all the
people all the time.”
Abraham Lincoln
1858

Obituaries
John Errera, 75, Genoa, November 11
Charlotte Halladay, 82, Belvidere, November 8
Fran Jorgensen, 85, Genoa, November 7
Helen Landini, 92, Belvidere, November 8
Bradley Meyer, 70, Roscoe, November 11
Geraldine “Geri” (Podjasek) Platt, 73, Har., Nov.13
Kirk Stewart, 68, Cherry Valley, November 8
Jesus “Jesse” Trejo, 70, Belvidere, November 6
Angela “Angie” Varble, 56, Belvidere, November 7
John “Bud” Wirth III, 63, Belvidere, November 13

the growth and shared in the wealth.
O.H. Wright, Jr’s. cousin, Robert Wright,
Charles and Roy Countryman, Lee Richart,
and others also invested and helped grow the
enterprise to the scale that it reached. As the
community became wealthier because of the
efforts of the Wrights and others, it incorporated
as a city, having established the foundation, which
we enjoy today.
O.H. Wright Jr’s. son, Omar Burton (O.B.)
Wright, upon returning from a brief stint in the
Army during WWI, greatly expanded the business
with the guidance of his father.
The home of Judge Robert Wright was the largest
house in Belvidere and was built in 1888. When
O.B. Wright married, in 1923, a reception was held
for 200 invited guests. An orchestra from Rockford,
stationed at the foot of the staircase, played music
for the guests. The “A-List” guests were served a
multi-course meal for the day long Reception.
The Wright mansion was located on an entire city
block. Today, the Aldi grocery store is located there
The Wright family achieved statewide stature,
and brought Boone County with it. The family
was honored with a major article in the Illinois
Journal of Commerce in 1937. Each member of
these three generations also served in different
capacities in the administration of the State of
Illinois, some elected and others appointed.
O.H. Wright, Jr. served during Governor
Lowden’s reorganization of Illinois government as
the first director of finance. His work in government
finance brought him national recognition when the
United States was creating an income tax. Wright
was asked to testify before Congress about his
work in Illinois in establishing an income tax. He
also was named President of the Illinois Bankers
Association. Locally, he led the Second National
Bank, the largest bank in Belvidere.
O.B. Wright, like his father O.H. Wright Jr.,
excelled in the banking business, managing the
Second National Bank in the 400 block of South
State. An older version of the facade of the bank
has been memorialized in a Belvidere mural.
Locally created businesses as opposed to
“imported” businesses is what established the
foundation of the city. The buildings that matter
and the momentum we rest upon were created by
individuals like the Wrights over 100 years ago.
Today’s question is whether Belvidere will create
its future or allow others to define its future.
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Honoring the Last Full
Measure of Devotion

Inspired by the sacrifice of thousands
of soldiers, Abraham Lincoln delivered
a speech for the ages 159 years ago
Saturday
By Dr. Christian McWhirter
The Gettysburg Address is the most wellknown political speech ever written in the English
language. This means almost everyone has heard
it at least once, but it also means the speech is like
a popular song that’s so overplayed it becomes
background noise.
We can start rescuing the Gettysburg Address
from the consequences of its ubiquity by
considering its original context. Lincoln delivered
his two-minute opus on November 19, 1863, at the
dedication of the Gettysburg National Cemetery,
and it reads best as an elegy for the soldiers who
fought there.
Lincoln begins by invoking the Declaration of
Independence through his famous “four score”
opening. In so doing, he connects the war against
the insurgent confederacy with the founding of
America and its ideals, especially the maxim
that “all men are created equal,” which he quotes
directly.
This may seem like a given to us, but it carried
some controversy, as both the United States and
the confederacy claimed to represent the founders’
true vision. For Lincoln’s part, he had argued
since at least the 1850s that the Declaration was
a fundamental element of American political
culture. By the time he gave the Gettysburg
Address, he believed he’d brought the nation
closer to that ideal by issuing the Emancipation
Proclamation.
Lincoln then shifts from his broader examination
of America’s ideals to “the brave men, living
and dead, who struggled here.” He first wants
us to appreciate the enormity of their sacrifice
— conceding it is impossible for him or anyone
else present on November 19 to “consecrate” or
“hallow” the battlefield. “These honored dead”
(about 3,100 U. S. soldiers) already did so by
giving “the last full measure of devotion.”
Instead, Lincoln asks his audience to both
preserve the memory of “what they did here” and
dedicate themselves “to the great task remaining
before us.” That task, Lincoln concludes, is to
preserve the nation created by the Declaration —
one committed to “government of the people, by
the people, for the people.” Yet he goes further,
suggesting America will also be refined through
“a new birth of freedom” — perhaps anticipating
a future without slavery.
We now know too that these words were not
just political posturing but products of careful
consideration and self-reflection. Contrary to
Continued on Page 3

Lincoln
from page 2
popular myth, Lincoln did not write the Gettysburg
Address on a scrap of paper during his train ride
from Washington, but there is evidence he was
still revising the speech the day he delivered it.
That morning, Lincoln had visited the
landscape around the town where he saw scenes of
valor and witnessed signs of carnage still evident
four months after the battle. In his enlightening
book “Writing the Gettysburg Address,” historian
Martin P. Johnson speculates this visit inspired
Lincoln to redraft the speech to focus more on the
heroism and sacrifice of the soldiers fighting to
preserve and expand American freedom.
The history of Gettysburg is full of such stories,
and Lincoln heard some of them before and during
his visit. For me, one of the most meaningful is
that of the 1st Minnesota Infantry Regiment.
On the battle’s second day, Robert E. Lee’s
Army of Northern Virginia attacked George
Meade’s Army of the Potomac on both flanks to
dislodge it from the high ground south of town. U.
S. soldiers repulsed these assaults at now-famous
places like Culp’s Hill, the Peach Orchard, Devil’s
Den, and Little Round Top.
Nevertheless, by dusk about 1,700 Alabamians
were approaching Cemetery Ridge. General
Winfield Scott Hancock had been coordinating
the U. S. defense and rode to see who stood to
oppose the coming confederates. Finding only
one battle-depleted regiment of about 260 soldiers
— the veteran 1st Minnesota — he lamented “My
God! Are these all the men we have here?”
The answer was yes, but time was on Hancock’s
side. Knowing he had only to delay the confederates
long enough for the sun to go down, but fearful
they would quickly overwhelm the defending
Minnesotans, he made an unconventional
decision. Hancock ordered the Minnesotans not
to stand their ground, but to march out toward the
Alabamians, hoping this would surprise and slow
the coming onslaught.
Hardened veterans who had been with the
Army of the Potomac since the First Battle of Bull
Run, the men of the 1st Minnesota obeyed the
order without hesitation, even though they surely
knew it was desperate and likely fatal.
The tactic worked, leaving the Alabamians
too disorganized to continue the assault in time.
The cost, however, was immense. Only about
fifty members of the 1st Minnesota returned to
Cemetery Ridge. All its officers were lost. The
regiment suffered 68 percent casualties over three
days of fighting—the largest percentage of any
regiment.
The Gettysburg Address is a brief but powerful
meditation on bravery and loss in defense of a
higher ideal. It centers on Lincoln’s invocation of
“the last full measure of devotion” from soldiers,
like those of the 1st Minnesota, who helped save
and redefine American freedom on that bloody
Pennsylvania landscape.
Christian McWhirter is the Lincoln Historian
at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum. The ALPLM’s edition of the
Gettysburg Address will be on display November
18-28. More information about the document
can be found at www.PresidentLincoln.Illinois.
gov/gettysburgaddress. Follow the ALPLM
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
City
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and 3, Loves Park, Marengo, and others can be
called upon to provide backup as available. He
suggested that two ambulances is probably the
optimal number.
Schadle gave a recent example, which required
5 ambulances, where backups were able to handle
the situation.
Revenue from Medicare and other insurance
would provide some of the revenue the city would
need to operate the service. Most likely, billing
would be outsourced because of the complexity
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of that process.
District 2 is facing the same problem, with
OSF Lifeline service coming to an end. The
district plansa referendum to purchase equipment,
Schadle reported.
Attorney Drella suggrantd the city should
evaluate outsourcing the service by getting bids
and comparing the cost effectiveness of either an
outsourced or city-run service. The possibility of a
State grand could help cover shortfalls of revenue
regardless of the path chosen.
The Committee voted to seek private ambulance
service bids immediately, hoping to have figures
to evaluate by mid-January.
In closing, Mayor Morris lamented the
additional costs that this will require from the
city budget. He also expressed his appreciation
of OSF Lifeline’s years of providing ambulance
service to the City of Belvidere at no cost.

Right to Unionize
Amendment
Projected to Pass

Ballot measure carrying 53%
of total ballots cast thus far
By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Illinois voters have approved a state
constitutional amendment guaranteeing workers
the right to organize and engage in collective
bargaining.
Estimates compiled by multiple media outlets
projected Tuesday that the ballot measure had
support on an estimated 53 percent of the total
ballots cast in the election, with more than 95
percent of the ballots counted. That’s enough for
approval under one of two paths to passage for a
constitutional amendment in Illinois.
The amendment, which will be added to the Bill
of Rights of the Illinois Constitution, states that
employees have a fundamental right to organize
and bargain collectively “for the purpose of
negotiating wages, hours and working conditions,
and to protect their economic welfare and safety
at work.”
It also prohibits state and local governments
from enacting laws that interfere with that right,
including passage of so-called “right-to-work”
laws, which prohibit requiring membership in a
union as a condition of employment.
On election night, the Vote Yes for Workers’
Rights campaign declared victory, but media
outlets were slow to confirm that due to the
complicated rules in Illinois for passing a
constitutional amendment.
The state constitution provides two pathways
for passing an amendment. It must either be
approved by 60 percent of all those voting on the
measure or by more than 50 percent of all ballots
cast in the election.
According to projections, the amendment
received about 2.1 million “yes” votes and 1.5
million votes against. That’s 58.4 percent of the
votes cast on that issue but about 53 percent of all
the ballots cast in the election.
“From day one, the Vote Yes for Workers’ Rights
campaign has been based on the simple idea that
every Illinois worker deserves better. Better pay,
stronger benefits, and safer workplaces don’t just
help workers thrive; they strengthen our state and
keep us all safe,” Illinois AFL-CIO President Tim
Drea said in a statement on election night.
The amendment will become effective once the
Illinois State Board of Elections certifies results
of the election. The board is scheduled to meet
Dec. 5.
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state government. It is
distributed to more than 400 newspapers statewide,
as well as hundreds of radio and TV stations. It is
funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.
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Entrenched Interests
Are Killing Democracy

By Scott Reeder
Democracy is dying in this nation and it’s being
killed by entrenched interests in both political
parties.
I can’t say it any more bluntly than that.
There are some things that I found encouraging
in the recent midterm election: Trump
Republicans in hotly contested congressional
races took a shellacking. If I were to point to a
singular character that epitomizes the rot within
our political system it would be The Donald.
He’s made unsubstantiated allegations of
election fraud, shown contempt for the peaceful
transition of power and inspired an insurrection.
And he has fellow Republicans quivering in
their wingtips, fearful that he can torpedo their
political careers.
Regular readers of this column know that I’m
conservative on economic issues and moderate
to liberal on most other matters. And when I vote
I almost always split my ticket between both
parties.
When I first entered journalism, the
conventional wisdom was for reporters to hide
their political leanings. Readers aren’t so naïve
as to believe journalists don’t have their own
political convictions. I’ve embraced transparency.
That said, I strive to be fair in all my news stories.
Sometimes, I’m delighted by a particular race.
For example, I really enjoyed covering the
contest for the 13th Congressional District
between Nikki Budzinski and Regan Deering.
Both women are bright, articulate and have
entered the realm of public affairs for the right
reasons. After interviewing each of them, I found
myself genuinely liking both.
They had distinct philosophies, giving voters
a clear choice. That’s the way democracy is
supposed to work. Unfortunately, in this nation
it seldom does.
In fact, in any given election less than 10
percent of races for the U.S. House are in play.
In the other 90 percent, the candidate is either
uncontested or facing only nominal opposition.
For example, I live in the 15th Congressional
District. MAGA-loving Mary Miller will be
my representative in Washington. She had only
nominal opposition from a Quincy Democrat,
who no one believed could win.
For state senator, I’ll be represented by Steve
McClure. He’s a good guy but he ran unopposed.
In the old Soviet Union, they had elections where
all of the candidates were unopposed. That wasn’t
and isn’t democracy.
My current state Rep. Tim Butler, R-Springfield,
also is a good guy who ran unopposed. But within
a week of being reelected he announced that he
was resigning to become a lobbyist for the Illinois
Railroad Association.
So why run for a job that you’re going to quit?
Well, being a popular incumbent, his presence
on the ballot dissuaded any Democrat from
seeking the office. And now that he is leaving
office, the Republican Party bosses – rather than
the voters – get to pick his replacement.
It’s business as usual in Springfield. Both
parties do it, but democracy is about having voters
decide, not political insiders.
The reason so few congressional and legislative
districts are competitive is because instead of
voters choosing their politicians, politicians are
choosing their voters.
Almost every state – Illinois included -- is
so effectively gerrymandered that for the vast
majority of races the outcome is preordained.
But it gets worse; we now have a situation
where politicians are not only picking their voters
-- but their opponents.
Continued on Page 5
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We saw that this year in the governor’s race.
Gov. J.B. Pritzker spent $30 million in the
Republican primary to ensure that their nominee
-- his opponent -- was the weakest in the field.
Republican Darren Bailey represents the far
right of the party. He’s a Trump acolyte far outof-step with most Illinois voters. Once the GOP
nominated Bailey, Pritzker spent $110 million of
his personal fortune to defeat him.
It is worth noting that despite Pritzker
essentially picking his opponent, having the
advantage of incumbency and outspending him
11 to 1, he captured only 54 percent of the vote.
A win is a win. But with those advantages, one
would expect a better performance.
Upon winning the election, our governor had
this to say:
“To the fake patriots and their enablers: You
don’t love the United States if you’re not willing
to defend it against a man who would destroy
it. Donald Trump is the modern embodiment of
tyranny that our founders feared the most. So
don’t lecture us about norms or typical political
practices. Against a party that nominates and
endorses antisemites and racists and antiimmigrant zealots, appeasement and complacency
do not work.”
While I don’t entirely disagree with the
statement, it wasn’t one for Pritzker to make.
After all, he spent $30 million to ensure a
MAGA-loving, “fake patriot” was the Republican
nominee.
It doesn’t get any more cynical than that.
Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times,
can be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.
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Better Politics,
Smarter Government:
Community Foundations
Play Crucial Role

By John T. Shaw
Most Americans have a strong connection to
our country, but our most tangible, visceral, and
enduring attachments are to the communities in
which we live. These are the places that we call
home and that shape us from our earliest days to
our final years.
Community Foundations strengthen the social
and economic fabric of our communities, blending
the best features of skilled intelligence agencies
and shrewd investment banks. They identify and
respond to social and economic needs in our
communities and marshal resources to address
them. They make communities safer, more vibrant,
and more productive.
Community Foundations are public charities
that are funded by scores of donors and governed
by boards that reflect the communities they
serve. According to “Inside Philanthropy,” a
news service that studies philanthropy, there are
more than 800 Community Foundations in the
United States. They vary substantially in size and
scope, with some overseeing assets in the low six
figures while others, such as the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation, hold billions.
Illinois has nearly three dozen Community
Foundations sprinkled up and down the Prairie
State. They can be found in Aurora, Bloomington,
Centralia, Champaign, Charleston, Decatur,
Dixon, Downers Grove, Edwardsville, Effingham,
Galesburg, Joliet, Kankakee, Marion, Moline,
Morton, Oak Park, Ottawa, Paris, Peoria, Rochelle,
Springfield, Sycamore and other communities.
Community Foundations are funded by
individuals, families, businesses, and government
grants. They accept contributions of cash, stocks,

bonds, and real property such as farmland.
“Community Foundations are important
vehicles for philanthropy,” says Joshua
Gibb, president of the Galesburg Community
Foundation. “Illinois is fortunate to have a
Community Foundation that serves every county
and citizen in the state.”
Amanda Standerfer, executive director of the
Alliance of Illinois Community Foundations,
says community foundations “serve an important
role in helping donors live out their philanthropic
interests in a community. Everyone has the
capacity to be philanthropic – whether that’s $10
or $100,000. Every dollar makes a difference
and community foundations are the trusted
organization in every community in Illinois that
ensures those donations support the causes donors
care about.”
Standerfer says community foundations often
manage endowments for educational scholarships,
causes such as arts programs or social issues, and
specific organizations such as the public library.
“The community foundations throughout
Illinois are the best organization to connect
donors and causes that will make a difference.
Community foundations compound the impact by
pooling donor resources and directing it to address
community needs,” she says.
Byram Fager, president of the Southern Illinois
Community Foundation, argues that community
foundations advocate, educate, and invest.
“Community foundations play an important
role as a community champion and an
independent voice that can speak to the needs
of the community. As a community foundation
leader, I often spend as much time speaking about
community needs and all of the nonprofits that
are working to provide services, as I do speaking
about the services of the community foundation,”
he says.
Last year, Illinois’ community foundations
teamed up with Forefront, a statewide advocacy
group for the social impact sector, to commission
a “Transfer of Wealth” study. The study shows
that the current household net worth in Illinois is
valued at more than $3.5 trillion and that about
$435 billion will transfer from one generation to
the next by 2030.
Community foundations want to direct some of
this wealth to transform their communities.
“The Transfer of Wealth Study shows that
there are considerable resources in our state.
There is significant wealth – and opportunities for
philanthropy – in all parts of Illinois,” says Gibb
of the Galesburg Community Foundation.
John T. Shaw is the director of the Paul
Simon Public Policy Institute at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale. Shaw’s monthly column
explores how Illinois can work toward better
politics and smarter government.

Report Finds ‘Code of
Silence’ at Choate

Watchdog report echoes reporting published earlier this year that revealed a
culture of cover-ups
By Beth Hundsdorfer
Capitol News Illinois
& Molly Parker
Lee Enterprises Midwest
This article was produced for ProPublica’s Local Reporting Network in partnership with Lee
Enterprises, along with Capitol News Illinois.
Several employees at Choate Mental Health
and Developmental Center attempted to cover up
a brutal assault on a patient, according to a new
report by the watchdog office within the Illinois
Department of Human Services.
The report by the IDHS Office of the Inspector
General said that the “widespread attempted cover-up” around that incident pointed to a deeply entrenched “code of silence” among some workers.
The OIG report comes after a series of stories

by Capitol News Illinois, Lee Enterprises Midwest and ProPublica revealing a culture of patient
abuse and cover-ups at the state-run facility in rural southern Illinois that serves people with developmental disabilities, mental illnesses or a combination of disorders. The news organizations’
reports detailed the beating of Blaine Reichard in
December 2014 and attempts by staff to conceal
the abuse; the series also showed how workers
accused of abuse allegations seldom face serious
consequences for their actions.
The OIG report, which comes nearly eight
years after the attack on Reichard, echoed many
of the news organizations’ findings and called on
IDHS to do more to protect patients’ safety. The
news organizations had sought the report when
it was finalized in September under the Illinois
Freedom of Information Act, but the request was
denied until this month.
Among the most egregious violations, the
OIG’s investigation found that mental health technician Mark Allen held Reichard in a chokehold
and punched him repeatedly in the face after the
two argued, leaving the patient with two black
eyes, a busted lip and bruising to his face and upper body. The OIG additionally cited five mental
health technicians for neglect after they witnessed
the abuse but didn’t seek medical care for the patient or report the abuse to authorities, despite the
fact that one of them later told authorities that it
looked like Reichard had “gone three rounds with
Mike Tyson.”
But the OIG investigation showed that the
problem was not confined to a few bad actors.
Among the challenges investigators faced when
they were called to the scene: One of the mental
health technicians initially lied to state police and
said he’d been in the bathroom at the time of the
abuse. A housekeeper told them she hadn’t seen
any blood in Reichard’s room but later acknowledged that she had. A social worker who was romantically involved with Allen leaked information to him about the investigation. And a nurse
and doctor gave misleading statements about the
extent of Reichard’s injuries, the OIG report said.
That collusion led the inspector general to find
Choate itself negligent. The facility, the OIG said,
must be held responsible for “failing to prevent
the establishment of a culture in which so many
employees chose to protect their fellow employees instead of protecting an abused individual and
apparently felt comfortable doing so.”
The OIG report concluded: “That so many employees participated in the cover-up of the abuse
of [the patient] suggests that this type of conduct
may be endemic at Choate.” Previous reporting
by the news organizations revealed credible abuse
allegations in which the state’s attorney declined
to bring charges because he said that employees
would not cooperate in determining what happened.
The OIG report said that it is “crucial” that
when staff lie or withhold information in an investigation, they “experience consequences for
their actions” — and that one of the best ways to
identify such conspiracies is by using video footage. The watchdog recommended the installation
of interior security cameras at Choate in order to
break the code of silence “from the onset.”
In the Reichard case, more than a year passed
before anyone was arrested in connection with the
beating. In 2016, Allen was charged with felony
battery and intimidation, and three others — Curt
Ellis, Eric Bittle and Justin Butler — were charged
with felony obstruction of justice. All ultimately
accepted plea deals for reduced charges: Allen
was convicted of felony obstruction of justice for
lying to the police, and the others were convicted
of failing to report the abuse, a misdemeanor.
But no one was held criminally responsible for
abusing Reichard and no one served prison time.
Reporting by the news organizations also
showed that Allen continued to be paid for a full
year after the attack, up until he was criminally charged. He has been suspended without pay
since then and resigned in early October, a departContinued on Page 5
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ment spokesperson said.
But the other three had never missed a state
paycheck until they were suspended pending termination last week in the wake of the OIG report
finding them negligent. The state has paid them,
collectively, in excess of $1 million since Reichard’s attack. Initially, they were assigned to duties
away from patients, such as lawn care, cooking
and laundry; later, they were sent home on administrative leave.
In addition to the OIG findings against those
who faced criminal charges, the report cited two
other employees for neglect — Christopher Lingle
and John “Mike” Dickerson; the report concluded
that both witnessed the abuse and didn’t intervene
or report it. Lingle continued to work until earlier
this year and is now suspended without pay pending termination. Dickerson worked at the facility
until he retired in 2017. In his last three years on
the job, he mowed the lawns at Choate.
In a statement, IDHS spokesperson Marisa
Kollias said that all of the employees named in
the report had either resigned or were suspended pending discharge following the conclusion of
the OIG investigation in September. She previously said that IDHS could not take disciplinary
action against the employees until the conclusion
of OIG’s case. That investigation was held up
for eight years awaiting the resolution of Allen’s
court case, which concluded last December.
Allen could not be reached for comment. A
spokesperson for the union who represents the
other employees named in the case did not respond to an email seeking information about their
employment status. When reporters reached out to
them for an earlier article about the incident, Butler, Bittle, Ellis and Dickerson did not respond to
requests to comment. Lingle, who was not named
in the prior story, did not respond to a message
sent via Facebook this week.
Kollias also said that in the eight years since
the case began, “additional safeguards have been
put in place to protect residents, patients and staff
from harm.” Those changes include bringing in
Equip for Equality, a legal advocacy organization,
to monitor conditions inside the unit, setting up
training on the reporting of abuse and neglect,
beefing up the security and professional staff at
Choate and installing security cameras — something the OIG has called for more than 20 times
over the past five years. (This week, the IDHS
spokesperson said the department has 39 cameras
and plans to begin installing them this month.)
Despite OIG’s call for more serious consequences for employees who impede abuse investigations, the report stopped short of issuing more
serious findings against the mental health technicians that would have prohibited those staffers
from seeking employment in a different health
care setting such as a hospital, nursing home or
veterans home.
State law requires that the OIG report the
names of any employees it cites for abuse or
“egregious neglect” to the Illinois Department of
Public Health’s Health Care Worker Registry. Under that law, Allen will be reported to the registry
but the others will not.
Stacey Aschemann, a vice president with Equip
for Equality, said the fact that these workers are
not prohibited from future employment with vulnerable populations is “very troubling.” Peter
Neumer, IDHS’ inspector general, said it is his
office’s general policy not to comment on specific
details of its investigations or its decision-making

process.
Aschemann, an attorney, said it is evident from
the report that the OIG felt constrained by the current regulatory language. The report stated that
the behavior of the workers who witnessed the
abuse was “profoundly troubling” but did not fit
the legal definition of “egregious” because Allen,
not the other technicians, was directly responsible
for the injuries, and because the other technicians’
failure to report the abuse did not result in the patient’s death or a serious deterioration in his physical condition.
Though he declined to comment directly on
the case, Neumer signaled that legislative action
may be needed. “OIG,” he said, “is prepared to
collaborate on and advocate for policy changes to
further deter employees from engaging in ‘code
of silence’-type behavior.”
Aschemann was more direct, saying that Illinois lawmakers should address shortcomings
in the laws governing conduct standards for direct-care workers.
”It is clear that laws need to be updated to both
impose harsher penalties for this misconduct and
to ensure that employees who turn a blind eye to
the well-being of the people they are paid to help
are reported to the Illinois Health Care Worker
Registry as ineligible to work in health care settings,” she said.
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“Well, I think we need to have a message, right,”
she said. “We’re starting a message right now –
you’ve just elected the first female Republican
House leader. I think that should show folks across
the state that we are inclusive, we are diverse, and
we are welcoming all people to come in.”
McCombie, from Savanna in northwest Illinois,
was named the new GOP leader Tuesday night
after the caucus’ current leader, Rep. Jim Durkin,
of Western Springs, announced he would not seek
another term in that office following last week’s
elections.
McCombie previously served as mayor of
Savanna and was first elected state representative in
2016, defeating incumbent Democrat Mike Smiddy
for the seat in the Quad Cities area. She easily won
reelection in 2018 and 2020 and ran unopposed this
year.
During the 2019-2020 election cycle, she served
as chair of the House Republican Organization,
which raises money and coordinates a statewide
campaign to elect GOP House members.
Even before the 2022 elections, Republicans
were in a 73-45 super minority in the House.
Unofficial returns so far show they lost at least four
of those seats, with one race still too close to call as
of Wednesday.
With those kinds of numbers, McCombie said,
it will be important to work collaboratively with
Democrats if Republicans hope to achieve any of
their priorities.
“I’m going to do what I do now,” she said. “I have

friends on both sides of the aisle. I work to develop
relationships and friendships, and you all may not
know me, but I’m very honest and transparent. And
I’ll continue that kind of conversation with the folks
across the aisle.”
As one who is known for being more conservative
than Durkin, McCombie said she will seek to
moderate policies in the state that she says have been
driven by the left wing of the Democratic Party.
“Here’s the thing. In Illinois, it’s not about being
pro-life or pro-gun. In Illinois, we continue to push
the extremes. And maybe that message wasn’t
apparent,” she said. “But there would be, in my
opinion, no pro-choice Republicans that would vote
to repeal parental notification, that would allow
abortions up to nine months. So I think that’s what
we need to talk about in Illinois is the extremes.”
Among her first tasks as leader will be naming
the rest of a leadership team. In addition to Durkin
stepping down, much of the rest of the House GOP
leadership team will be leaving public office at the
end of this session.
Deputy Minority Leaders Dan Brady and
Tom Demmer were both defeated in their bids
for statewide offices; Assistant Minority Leader
Avery Bourne ran for lieutenant governor with
gubernatorial candidate Richard Irvin and was
defeated in the primary; Rep. Keith Wheeler,
also an assistant minority leader, was defeated for
reelection; Minority Conference Chairman David
Welter was defeated for reelection in the primary;
and Minority Floor Leader Mark Batinick did not
run for reelection.
Tim Butler, another assistant minority leader,
will resign at the end of the year for a private sector
position. Rep. Deanne Mazzochi, also on Durkin’s
leadership team, trailed in her election by about 200
votes as of Wednesday.
McCombie said Wednesday that she has already
decided on one of those positions, naming Rep.
Norine Hammond, of Macomb, to be a deputy
minority leader.
“She has been my mentor since I was first elected,”
McCombie said. “She has been here. She has seen
the legislative aide side of the (General Assembly).
She’s been in leadership. She is going to be bringing
us knowledge that’s been underutilized.”
Senate President Don Harmon (D, Oak Park)
also announced he had the votes to retain that title
Tuesday night.
“I want to thank my colleagues for their
continued support,” he said in a statement. “Our
accomplishments in the Senate are a team effort.
We head into a new session collectively focused on
moving Illinois forward.”
House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch (D, Western
Springs) announced that he had the votes for another
term last week, touting his caucus’ efforts toward fiscal
stability, expanding resources for community outreach,
protecting abortion rights and taking “steps to rebuild
confidence in state government.”
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state government. It is
distributed to more than 400 newspapers statewide,
as well as hundreds of radio and TV stations. It is
funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.
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Legal Notices
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: VIRGINIA C. INGRAM,
Deceased.		
No. 2022-PR-54
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given of the death of Virginia C. Ingram. Letters of
Office were issued on November 8, 2022, to Cynthia Lidbury, 1610
Stratford Avenue, Rockford, Illinois 61107, and Malissa Self, 6614 Erin
Way, Roscoe, Illinois 61073, who are the legal co-executors of the estate.
The attorney for the estate is Nancy Grimme Schilling, Schilling Law,
LLC, 973 Featherstone Road, Suite 350, Rockford, Illinois 61107.
Claims against the estate may be filed on or before May 22, 2023,
that date being at least six (6) months from the date of first publication, or
within three (3) months from the date of mailing or delivery of notice to
creditors, if mailing or delivery is required by Section 18-3 of the Illinois
Probate Act, 1975 as amended, whichever date is later. Any claim not
filed by the requisite date stated above shall be barred.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Boone
County Circuit Clerk-Probate Division at the Boone County Courthouse,
601 N. Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois, 61008, or with the estate legal
representative, or both.
Copies of claims filed with the Circuit Clerk’s Office – Probate
Division, must be mailed or delivered to the estate legal representative
and to his/her attorney within ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Dated:
November 8, 2022.
Cynthia Lidbury and Malissa Self, Co-Executors,
Schilling Law, LLC
By: Nancy Grimme Schilling
973 Featherstone Road, Suite 350
Rockford, IL 61107
(815) 977-5000 (telephone)
nancyschilling@schilling-law.com
Published in The Boone County Journal Nov 10, 17, 24
SECTION 001113 - ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DATE:
NOVEMBER 7, 2022
PROJECT:
A REMODELING FOR THE COMMUNITY
BUILDING COMPLEX OF BOONE COUNTY
LOCATION:
111 WEST FIRST STREET
BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS 61008
OWNER:
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMPLEX
COMMITTEE OF BOONE COUNTY
111 WEST FIRST STREET
BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS 61008
ARCHITECT:
OLLMANN ERNEST MARTIN ARCHITECTS
200 SOUTH STATE STREET
BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS 61008
TEL:
815/ 544-7790
SCOPE:
BIDS FOR SINGLE CONTRACT INCLUDING:
GENERAL WORK
PLUMBING WORK
FIRE PROTECTION WORK
ELECTRICAL WORK
DATE DUE:
SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED UNTIL
2:00 PM ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022,
AT THE OFFICE OF THE OWNER AND
WILL BE PUBLICLY OPENED AND
READ ALOUD AT THAT TIME.
PRE-BID MEETINGS: ALL PROSPECTIVE GENERAL
CONTRACTORS ARE REQUIRED AND
SUBCONTRACTORS ARE INVITED
TO ATTEND A PRE-BID MEETING AT
2:00P.M., THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2022,
AT THE PROJECT SITE.
SITE INSPECTION: ALL PROSPECTIVE GENERAL 		
CONTRACTORS ARE REQUIRED TO
INSPECT THE EXISTING CONDITIONS AT
THE PROJECT SITE, PRIOR TO SUBMITTING
A BID. PROSPECTIVE GENERAL
CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS
WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO INSPECT
THE SITE AT THE TIME OF THE PRE-BID
MEETING.
ACCESS TO BIDDING DOCUMENTS: BIDDING DOCUMENTS
ARE ON FILE FOR REFERENCE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
OFFICE OF THE ARCHITECT
BELVIDERE, IL
NIBCA
ROCKFORD, IL
BIDDING DOCUMENTS MAY BE SECURED FROM THE
PRINTER:
DG PRINTING OF ROCKFORD, LLC
728 N. PROSPECT STREET, SUITE 109
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61107
PH: 815-961-0000
EMAIL: PRINT@PRINTROCKFORD.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.DGDPLANROOM.COM
BIDDING DOCUMENTS:
BIDDERS MAY SECURE UP TO TWO (2) SETS OF BIDDING
DOCUMENTS BY SUBMITTING $50.00 REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT
PER SET OR AGC CARD, PLUS A NON-REFUNDABLE CHECK
FOR $15.00 PER SET IF DOCUMENTS ARE MAILED. BIDDERS
ARE ENCOURAGED TO CALL THE PRINTER TO ARRANGE FOR
DESIRED COPIES PRIOR TO PICK-UP.
BIDDERS MAY ALSO REQUEST A PDF COPY OF THE BIDDING
DOCUMENTS FROM THE OFFICE OF THE ARCHITECT, (AFTER
RECEIVING HARDCOPY SETS OF BIDDING DOCUMENTS FROM
PRINTER) FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING REPRODUCTIONS
PURSUANT TO SPECIFICATION SECTION 000111 “OWNERSHIP
AND USE OF INSTRUMENTS OF SERVICE”.
BIDDERS MAY PURCHASE ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE
BIDDING DOCUMENTS DIRECTLY FROM THE PRINTER AT
THE PRINTER’S STANDARD CHARGE FOR HANDLING AND
PRINTING.
FULL AMOUNT OF THE REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT WILL
BE RETURNED TO THE BIDDERS WHO SUBMIT BIDS IF
DOCUMENTS ARE RETURNED IN USEABLE CONDITION
WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER THE OPENING OF BIDS. BID
DOCUMENTS SHALL BE RETURNED TO THE OFFICE OF
OLLMANN ERNEST MARTIN ARCHITECTS.
BID FORM:
SUBMIT BIDS IN DUPLICATE ON FORMS ISSUED BY ARCHITECT.
BID SECURITY:
BIDS SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A BID SECURITY OF AT
LEAST 5% OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF THE BASE BID AND ALL
ADDITIVE ALTERNATE BIDS. THIS MAY BE IN THE FORM OF
A CERTIFIED CHECK, CASHIER’S CHECK, BANK DRAFT OR
BID BOND, PAYABLE TO THE OWNER AS A GUARANTEE THAT,
SHOULD THE BIDDER BE AWARDED THE WORK, THE BIDDER
WILL ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE OWNER AND WILL

FURNISH PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BOND WITHIN THE
TIME LIMIT SET BY THE OWNER. BID SECURITIES WILL BE
RETURNED TO ALL OTHER BIDDERS WHEN THE SUCCESSFUL
BIDDER FILES A PROPER PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BOND
AND THE CONTRACT IS EXECUTED BY THE OWNER. IF THE
SUCCESSFUL BIDDER FAILS TO FILE SUCH CONTRACT AND
PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BOND, THE AMOUNT OF HIS
BID SECURITY SHALL BE FORFEITED TO THE OWNER AS
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES.
BONDS:
PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS WILL BE REQUIRED.
WAGE RULES:
EACH CRAFT, TYPE OF WORKER AND MECHANIC NEEDED TO
EXECUTE THE CONTRACT SHALL BE PAID THE PREVAILING
WAGE RATE FOR THE LOCALITY IN WHICH THE WORK IS
PREFORMED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ALL FEDERAL LAWS
AND LAWS OF THE STATE AS WELL AS LOCAL ORDINANCES
AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE WORK HEREUNDER
AND HAVING FORCE OF LAW.
TAXES:
THE COMMUNITY BUILDING COMPLEX COMMITTEE OF
BOONE COUNTY IS A TAX EXEMPT ENTITY.
RIGHTS RESERVED BY OWNER:
THE OWNER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO WAIVE ANY
IRREGULARITIES AND/ OR REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS WHEN,
IN THE OPINION OF THE OWNER, SUCH ACTION WILL SERVE
THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE OWNER.
WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS:
NO BID MAY BE WITHDRAWN FOR A PERIOD OF 60 DAYS
AFTER THE OPENING OF BIDS WITHOUT WRITTEN CONSENT
OF THE OWNER.
BY THE ORDER OF THE COMMUNITY BUILDING COMPLEX
COMMITTEE OF BOONE COUNTY
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. Plaintiff,
-v.19 CH 113
LAURA J. ANDERSON A/K/A LAURA J. BARRY A/K/A LAURA
JEAN ANDERSON A/K/A LAURA JEAN BARRY A/K/A LAURA
WIEDL, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND/OR LEGATEES OF ROBERT G.
ANDERSON, DECEASED, TARA DOYLE, KYLE R. ANDERSON,
KOLIN R. MAYBORNE A/K/A KOLIN R. ANDERSON, TIM MILLER, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR ROBERT G. ANDERSON,
DECEASED, ONEMAIN FINANCIAL OF ILLINOIS, INC. F/K/A
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCIAL SERVICES OF ILLINOIS,
INC., UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS Defendant
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on February 22, 2022,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on December 12, 2022, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan
Avenue entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described real estate:
THE NORTHERLY 1/2 OF THE EASTERLY 1/2 OF LOT 14 IN
ASSESSOR’S SECOND ADDITION TO BELVIDERE, AS PLATTED
AND RECORDED IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF BOONE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND
STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 412 WEST MADISON STREET, BELVIDERE, IL 61008
Property Index No. 05-26-406-006
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $134,010.13.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the
close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which
is calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300,
in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate
pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and
to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is
subject to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by
the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive
a Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real
estate after confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien prior to that of
the United States, the United States shall have one year from the date
of sale within which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien arising
under the internal revenue laws the period shall be 120 days or the period
allowable for redemption under State law, whichever is longer, and in any
case in which, under the provisions of section 505 of the Housing Act of
1950, as amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to redeem does not arise,
there shall be no right of redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments
and the legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit
which is part of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit
at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments
required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building
and the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification
for sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.
For information, contact The sales clerk, LOGS Legal Group LLP
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 (847) 291-1717 For information call between the hours
of 1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to file number 19-091405.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of pending sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com
Attorney File No. 19-091405
Case Number: 19 CH 113
TJSC#: 42-4079
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that
purpose.

Case # 19 CH 113
6088-928192
PO928192
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION PLAINTIFF,
v.
CASE NO.: 2022FC77
STEPHEN RAPP, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF
A TRUST AGREEMENT DATED MAY 5, 1998 AND KNOWN AS
THE STEPHEN M RAPP TRUST NUMBER 98; AMY Y. RAPP, AS
TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF A TRUST AGREEMENT
DATED MAY 5, 1998 AND KNOWN AS THE AMY Y. RAPP
TRUST NUMBER 98; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS; DEFENDANTS.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:
3873 SILVER FOX DRIVE
BELVIDERE, IL 61008
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby
given to you:
AMY Y. RAPP, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF A
TRUST AGREEMENT DATED MAY 5, 1998 AND KNOWN AS THE
STEPHEN M. RAPP TRUST NUMBER 98
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
that Plaintiff commenced this case in the Circuit Court of Boone County
against you and other defendants, for foreclosure of a certain mortgage lien
recorded against the real estate described as follows:
SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND STATE OF
ILLINOIS:
LOT THIRTY-ONE (31) AS DESIGNATED UPON PLAT NO. 1
OF TIMBER LANE SUBDIVISION, BEING A PART OF THE EAST
HALF (1/2) OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 34,
TOWNSHIP 45 NORTH, RANGE 3 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, AND A PART OF THE WEST HALF (1/2) OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 45
NORTH, RANGE 3 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
AS PLATTED AND RECORDED IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE
OF BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, ON JANUARY 29, 1973 IN BOOK
11 OF PLATS ON PAGES 36 AND 37, AS DOCUMENT NO. 73-291,
SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Common Address: 3873 SILVER FOX DRIVE BELVIDERE, IL 61008
PIN: 03-34-477-010
Said mortgage was executed by STEPHEN M RAPP AND AMY Y RAPP,
AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF A TRUST AGREEMENT
DATED MAY 5, 1998 AND KNOWN AS THE STEPHEN M RAPP
TRUST NUMBER 98, as mortgagor(s) and U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION N.D., as mortgagee, on 10/28/2004 and recorded in the
Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Boone County, Illinois as Document
Number 04 R13789.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help
or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Unless you file your Appearance and Answer/Response in this case
in the office of the clerk of this court by 12/19/2022 A JUDGMENT
OF FORECLOSURE OR DECREEE BY DEFAULT MAY BE
ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED FOR IN THE
PLAINTIFF’S COMPLAINT.
Thomas LaSalle
6340111
Robertson Anschutz Schneid Crane & Partners, PLLC
205 N. Michigan Suite 810
Chicago, IL 60601
Phone: (561) 241-6901
E-mail: ILmail@raslg.com
File: 22-066176
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
6088-928291
PO 928291
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of:
Luis Orendain, minor				
No. 22-JA-15
MICAELA HERNANDEZ and All whom it may concern
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on NOVEMBER 2, 2022, a petition was filed under
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney,
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Luis Orendain, minor;
and that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 1:30 P.M.
central daylight time on 12/08/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause
may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child
declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE COURT HAS
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE PETTION
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will not be entitled to
further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: November 7, 2022				
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of:
Diego Orendain, minor			
No. 22-JA-14
MICAELA HERNANDEZ and All whom it may concern
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on NOVEMBER 2, 2022, a petition was filed under
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney,
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Diego Orendain, minor;
and that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 1:30 P.M.
central daylight time on 12/08/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause
may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child
declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE COURT HAS
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE PETTION
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
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AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will not be entitled to
further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: November 7, 2022				
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of:
Angela Hernandez, minor			
No. 22-JA-17
MICAELA HERNANDEZ and All whom it may concern
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on NOVEMBER 2, 2022, a petition was filed under
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney,
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Angela Hernandez minor;
and that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 1:30 P.M.
central daylight time on 12/08/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause
may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child
declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE COURT HAS
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE PETTION
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will not be entitled to
further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: November 7, 2022				
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal: 11/17, 11/24, 12/01 – C
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Interest of:
Naomi Hernandez, minor			
No. 22-JA-16
MICAELA HERNANDEZ and All whom it may concern
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on NOVEMBER 2, 2022, a petition was filed under
the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney,
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court
of Boone County entitled “In the Interest of Naomi Hernandez minor;
and that in the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 1:30 P.M.
central daylight time on 12/08/2022; or as soon thereafter as this cause
may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child
declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act. THE COURT HAS
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE PETTION
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHT TO THE CHILD. Unless you appear you will not be entitled to
further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.
Dated: November 7, 2022				
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal: 11/17, 11/24, 12/01 – C

Assumed names
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a
tile and flooring business in said County and State under the name of R & T
TILE AND FLOORING at the following post office address: 2829 Clines
Ford Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all
persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective
residence address of each, are as follows: Kristina M. Cottet, 2829 Clines
Ford Drive, Belvidere, IL; phone # (779) 221-6017.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 24th day of October,
A.D. 2022
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal 11/3, 11/10, 11/17 - P
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact
a hair salon, selling hair products and clothing business in said County
and State under the name of BLISS HAIR 1 STUDIO at the following
post office address: 207 North State Street, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the
true and real full names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting
such business, with respective residence address of each, are as follows:
Kenyarea Price, 127 Fir Street, Michigan City, IN; phone # (773) 5318326.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 24th day of October,
A.D. 2022
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal 11/3, 11/10, 11/17 - P
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a
digital media production and consulting business in said County and State
under the name of AMPLIFIER MEDIA CONSULTING at the following
post office address: 232 Rridgestone Trail, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 that the
true and real full names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting
such business, with respective residence address of each, are as follows:
Beatrice Marion Rinaldi, 232 Bridgestone Trail, Poplar Grove, IL; phone
# (815) 276-5285.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 31st day of October,
A.D. 2022
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal 11/3, 11/10, 11/17 - P
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a
DJ service, audio party services, waiter, bartender business in said County
and State under the name of MAX ENTERTAINMENT / MESERAS
V.I.P. / DJ ART at the following post office address: 806 Warren Avenue,
Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons owning,
conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence address
of each, are as follows: Artemio Perez, 806 Warren Avenue, Belvidere, IL;
phone # (847) 624-2618.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 7th day of
November, A.D. 2022
Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk
Published in Boone County Journal 11/10, 11/17, 11/24 - P

Real Estate

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. Plaintiff,
-v.19 CH 113
LAURA J. ANDERSON A/K/A LAURA J. BARRY A/K/A LAURA
JEAN ANDERSON A/K/A LAURA JEAN BARRY A/K/A LAURA
WIEDL, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND/OR LEGATEES OF ROBERT G.
ANDERSON, DECEASED, TARA DOYLE, KYLE R. ANDERSON,
KOLIN R. MAYBORNE A/K/A KOLIN R. ANDERSON, TIM MILLER, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR ROBERT G. ANDERSON,
DECEASED, ONEMAIN FINANCIAL OF ILLINOIS, INC. F/K/A
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCIAL SERVICES OF ILLINOIS,
INC., UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS Defendant
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on February 22, 2022,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on December
12, 2022, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue
entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder,
as set forth below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 412 WEST MADISON STREET, BELVIDERE,
IL 61008
Property Index No. 05-26-406-006
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $134,010.13.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the
close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for
the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is
calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300,
in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No
fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or
other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the
residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien prior to that of the
United States, the United States shall have one year from the date of sale
within which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien arising under the
internal revenue laws the period shall be 120 days or the period allowable
for redemption under State law, whichever is longer, and in any case in
which, under the provisions of section 505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as
amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720 of title 38
of the United States Code, the right to redeem does not arise, there shall be
no right of redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation
conducts foreclosure sales.
For information, contact The sales clerk, LOGS Legal Group LLP
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn,
IL, 60015 (847) 291-1717 For information call between the hours of 1pm
- 3pm.. Please refer to file number 19-091405.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for
a 7 day status report of pending sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com
Attorney File No. 19-091405
Case Number: 19 CH 113
TJSC#: 42-4079
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 113
6088-928192
PO928192
Published in The Boone County Journal Nov 10, 17,24 -sw

11Th Annual
Community
Scholarship Fair
December 6, 2022
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Rockford Public Library (RPL), the
Community Foundation of Northern Illinois
(CFNIL), and Rock Valley College Foundation
(RVCF) are excited to announce that the 11th
annual Community Scholarship Fair will return
IN PERSON after a two-year hiatus.
On Tuesday, December 6, 2022, from 5:30
– 8:30pm at Embassy Suites in downtown
Rockford (416 S Main Street) students, parents,
and interested community members can meet
face-to-face with dozens of local scholarship
providers who collectively award more than
$800,000 in scholarships annually to students
right here in northern Illinois.
In addition to visiting the provider’s booths,
attendees may join two informational seminars,
each presented twice during the event. One
seminar will cover the scope of the financial aid
process and resources for scholarship seekers and
their supporters, as well as the RVCF scholarship
process. The second seminar will provide an
overview of the 100+ scholarships available via
one application from CFNIL as well as resources
available through RPL.
Scholarship seekers of all ages, backgrounds,
and educational aspirations should attend! The
diversity and generosity of our community is
reflected in the variety of available scholarships
and their wide range of qualifying criteria,
including but not limited to: financial need,
academic excellence, community involvement,
and future career paths. Scholarships are
available for students of all ages and citizenship
status.
Learn more at www.scholarshipsni.com/
communityfair.
About the Community Foundation of Northern
Illinois (CFNIL)
The Community Foundation of Northern
Illinois has served northern Illinois since 1953
as a catalyst for giving in order to attract, grow
and preserve a permanent endowment for the
needs of the people of Boone, Ogle, Stephenson
and Winnebago Counties. www.cfnil.org/
scholarships
About Rockford Public Library (RPL)
The Rockford Public Library, founded in 1872
as the second library in Illinois, currently has
five facilities, including RPL’s Nordlof Center
(the performing arts and training center), the
Hart Interim Library, and three Branch Libraries.
Rockford Public Library informs, educates,
entertains, and provides cultural enrichment to
the people of our community. Please visit: www.
rockfordpubliclibrary.org
About Rock Valley College Foundation
(RVCF)
Through the support of our generous donors,
including our expanding Alumni Network, the
RVC Foundation is able to provide scholarships
to deserving students, fund grants for RVC faculty
and staff to enhance programs and services, and
support activities that complement the College’s
educational offerings. www.rockvalleycollege.
edu/Foundation/scholarships
About Scholarships Northern Illinois
Scholarshipsni.com is designed to provide
a user-friendly place for students, parents, and
school counselors to find local scholarships and
financial aid resources, and a centralized place
for local scholarship providers to promote their
scholarship opportunities. Site visitors use broad
categories and specific “tags” to determine which
local scholarships match their unique experience
and educational aspirations and will find detailed
information about every scholarship for which
they may be eligible. The site was created in
collaboration between CFNIL, RPL, and RVC
Foundation.
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Harvard Gets New City Efforts Intensify to
Keep Barges Rolling
Administrator
Press Release
on Mississippi River
The City of Harvard is pleased to announce the
City’s search for a new City Administrator has
been completed and will present the Mayor’s appointment of Lou Leone to the Harvard City Council for formal confirmation at the next City Council
meeting to be held Tuesday November 22nd, 2022
at 7PM.
Mr. Leone has served as the City Administrator
for a few communities; Kiowa, Kansas; New London, Wisconsin; and most recently Nebraska City,
Nebraska. Mr. Leone earned a Bachelor of Science
Business Administration from Millikin University
and a Master of Public Administration from the
University of Colorado Denver. He also has experience as a Paralegal prior to entering the field of
Public Service earning a Paralegal Certificate from
Loyola University Chicago.
The City embarked on a nationwide recruitment
and selection process that began in July to find a
successor to the City’s only second City Administrator, Mr. Dave Nelson. Mr. Nelson announced
earlier this year that he would retire January 6th
2023 after 35 years of exemplary service to the City
of Harvard. The early announcement afforded the
City Council the opportunity to conduct a thorough
nationwide search to find a successor. Mr. Leone
was selected from 19 candidates after an extensive
multi-tiered interview process by City officials.
“We look forward to Lou Leone taking on this
leadership position within the City’s organization.
We had many qualified candidates, and we spent
many hours with each of the top candidates to find
just the right fit. We are confident Lou will bring a
wealth of experience and enthusiasm to help Harvard to continue to grow and achieve the City’s
Strategic Vision for 2040,” said Mayor Michael
Kelly.
“I am excited to join the team of professionals
that work hard every day to provide City services to
residents and businesses. I look forward to working with the Mayor and City Council to accomplish
the goals and priorities laid out by the City Council,
and strengthening partnerships with our residents,
businesses, not-for-profit organizations, and other
levels of government,” said Lou Leone. “I want to
be an active member of the community and look
forward to getting started.”
Mr. Leone is expected to start December 12th,
and spend several weeks learning the ins and outs
of the organization. “We wanted to enable as
smooth of a transition as possible and allow Mr.
Nelson the opportunity to spend time turning over
projects and transactions which are currently in
progress to provide a firm foundation for Mr. Leone as he steps into the role upon Mr. Nelson’s retirement in early January, “ the Mayor explained.
“Mr. Leone will need to hit the ground running as
we are just now entering our budgeting phase for
fiscal year 2023/2024. He will also need to hire 2
new department heads as additional City staffing
has or will retire in the coming months. We are
also in the middle of a major Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade, and have some new initiatives
for Economic Development which will need to be
addressed. Mr. Leone will certainly have his hands
full in ensuring we maintain essential City Services
while getting to learn our City, residents, and businesses,” said the Mayor. “We look forward to Mr.
Leone joining our team.”

By Daniel Grant FarmWeek
The traffic jam on the Mississippi River caused
by some of the lowest water levels in a decade
will likely continue near term.
About 200 boats and 3,000 barges on the lower
Mississippi River were delayed at different points
of the waterway mid-October, according to the
U.S. Coast Guard.
What does that mean to farmers and others who
depend on barges to ship or receive products?
Like many of the other supply chain issues the
past couple years, expect slower shipping times
and higher prices to move commodities.
“It’s a big-time disruption in the supply chain,”
said Paul Rohde, vice president of the Waterways
Council, a trade association for river navigation
interests. “The impact is pretty severe for barge
transportation.”
Tows, which often move 45 to 60 barges at
a time, currently are restricted to 25 barges at a
9-foot depth, as previously reported in FarmWeek.
And tonnage per barge has been reduced due to
low water levels.
As a result, the cost to ship a ton of corn or
soybeans down the river jumped from $29 in early
September and $50 by Sept. 27 to more than $105
by mid-October, Rohde reported.
“Forty percent of the world’s food supply
comes from the Mississippi River basin,” Rohde
said. “This is a global crisis we could be looking at
if the river level doesn’t raise in the next month.”
In the meantime, efforts ramped up in recent
weeks to keep barge traffic rolling on the river. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers deployed dredges
that are working in 12-hour shifts and it’s doing
survey work to look for other methods to ease the
issues.
“The good news is the industry is resilient from
an operational standpoint and working to make
sure navigation continues and, more importantly,

The Olive Branch
Greek Food Truck

at the Moose Club
on Beloit Rd.
Tuesdays 11 to 1:30

Online menu and
ordering available

Stop by and Get a Taste of Greek Cooking

it’s safe navigation,” Rohde said. “With all the
challenges, it (river transportation) is still the best
way to move products north and south.
“This really harkens back to 2012, when we had
the last real low water crisis (on the Mississippi),”
he noted. “A decade ago, we had rock pinnacles
to remove. We don’t have anything like that at
this point, it’s just a matter of low river levels due
to a lack of rainfall.”
The Mississippi River collects water from
about two-thirds of the country, according to
Rohde. But 81% of the continental U.S. was
abnormally dry or in a drought as of mid-October,
up from 68.7% three months ago, according to
the U.S. Drought Monitor.
Recent low water levels surpassed some of the
key milestones during the 2012 drought. But the
lowest mark on the river of the past generation
for navigation purposes remains 1988 when tows
were restricted to 16 barges at a 9-foot depth,
according to Rohde.
Farmers and grain handlers have responded
to the situation with alternative storage or
transportation plans.
“We haul all our grain to an inland elevator,”
said Brent Clair, a farmer from Loraine (Adams
County), not far from the Mississippi River at
Quincy. “They’re hauling more further inland
rather than going to the river.”
Ken Taake, who farms in Ullin (Pulaski County),
near the convergence of the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers, reported both river terminals in his area
stopped taking corn and soybean shipments for
a day and were limited to contracted grain for
additional days, as of Oct. 17.
“The low river levels have been playing havoc
with local markets,” Taake said. “Even when
(local terminals) have been buying grain, the
basis has been terrible.”
This story was distributed through a
cooperative project between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press Association. For more food
and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.
ROOM FOR RENT: Belvidere: Nice
furnished room w/ fridge, near downtown, bus
stop, Aldi, Drug & Dollar Stores. No Sec.
Deposit. $102/wk. or $430/mo.
Call (815) 544-4466

