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Daytripping
DuSable Museum a 
Resource for Black 
History and Culture
By Charles Herbst

Founded in 1961, the DuSable Black History 
Museum and Education Center is the oldest and, 
until the opening of the National Museum of Af-
rican American History and Culture in Washing-
ton in 2016, the largest museum of Black history 
and culture in the United States.  The DuSable 
museum is an affiliate of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.  

The museum is named for Chicago’s first set-
tler, Jean Baptist DuSable, a Black man from 
Haiti.  The museum is in Washington Park, just 
west of the Hyde Park Neighborhood and the 
University of Chicago. It’s housed in a building 
originally designed by celebrated Chicago ar-
chitect Daniel Burnham and is one of Chicago’s 
eleven Museums in the Parks.

The museum was started by Margaret and 
Charles Burroughs in reaction to an omission 
of Black history and culture in the educational 
establishment.  Margaret Burroughs was a not-
ed and prolific Chicago artist, and many of her 
works are on display.

The lobby features impressive mosaics de-
signed by Thomas Miller.  On the left side of the 
room is a mosaic of DuSable and his homestead 
on the north bank of the Chicago River at the en-
trance to Lake Michigan.  On the right is a mo-
saic of contemporary Chicago with a picture of 
Harold Washington, the first African American 
mayor of Chicago.  This is the starting point for 

a visit to the museum, which tells the story of 
African Americans in Chicago.

The museum features a chronological presen-
tation of Black history in America that culminates 
with the election of Barack Obama as President 
of the United States. Large, permanent exhibits 
include the citizen soldiers of the 8th Infantry Il-
linois National Guard, the 1919 riots in Chicago 
and other cities, and the administration of Mayor 
Harold Washington.

There are several temporary exhibitions, in-
cluding a virtual reality exhibit on the 1963 

March on Washington, produced by TIME.
A major goal of the museum in presenting 

Black history is to explain Africanism, and what 
is constant and varied on the African continent.  
American slavery is not the beginning of the sto-
ry, but the traditions from across the Atlantic that 
preceded it.  The focus is on truly African tradi-
tions, rather than those that evolved from the col-
onization of Africa.  A core concept is commu-
nalism—a respect and appreciation of each other.

Kim Dulaney has been the Vice President of 

DuSable Black History Museum in Chicago

Foster Calls for Research 
into Low-Enriched 
Uranium, Reduce Risk 
of  Nuclear Proliferation

Editors note:  Congressman Bill Foster represents 
Belvidere and Marengo in the US House of Repre-
sentatives.  Foster has a Ph.D. in Physics from Har-
vard University.  Before becoming a Congressman, 
he was employed at Fermilab for 22 years.

Today, Representative Bill Foster (D-IL) an-
nounced that he led Representatives Don Beyer 
(D-VA) and Rick Larsen (D-WA), and Senator Jeff 
Merkley (D-OR) in requesting a report to Congress 
regarding the government’s ongoing naval fuel 
research and development of low-enriched urani-
um-fueled reactors for submarines. Bolstering re-
search into low-enriched uranium (LEU) will help 
minimize the use of nuclear weapons-grade highly 
enriched uranium (HEU) where non-essential.

In a letter to National Nuclear Security Admin-
istrator Jill Hruby and Secretary of the Navy Car-
los Del Toro, the Members wrote: 

“Reports from both the Naval Reactors office 
and JASON indicate that it may be feasible for the 
Navy to use LEU fuel for naval nuclear propul-
sion, as France and China already do. To support 
this R&D effort, the FY2023 NDAA signed by 
President Biden includes an authorization of $20 
million for Nuclear Fuels Development in NN-

Amid ‘Unprecedented’ 
Prolonged Revenue 
Boom, State Finds 
Budget Breathing Room 

Billions in budget surpluses have led to 
repayment of old, new debt

By Jerry Nowicki Capitol News Illinois
Sustained higher-than-predicted state tax 

revenues have in recent months given lawmakers 
a level of budgeting flexibility that is, at least in 
modern times, without precedent in a state with a 
reputation for perilous finances.

billion in a budget stabilization fund – all while 
increasing education and human services funding 
and even providing tax relief for most Illinoisans 
last year.

“Balancing the budget in Illinois is a relatively 
new thing, you know, over the last four years, 
and so we’re proud of the fact that we’ve focused 
on that,” Gov. JB Pritzker said in a recent media 
call.

The current-year expected surplus has been 
driven by the state’s “big three” revenue sources 
– sales tax and personal and corporate income 
taxes – which have continued to outperform 
even their robust growth from the year prior even 

For the current 
fiscal year and the one 
before it, that’s led to 
another uncommon 
Capitol occurrence: 
budget surpluses in 
the billions of dollars.

Over those 
two budget years, 
lawmakers have 
increased pension 
contributions by 
$500 million beyond 
required levels, 
paid off hundreds of 
millions of dollars in 
interest-accruing debt 
and saved nearly $2 

Illinois Sees Rising Revenue 
Reversing the Sucking Sound

 of Lower Revenue 
Since 2014
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Education and Programs since 2020.  Dulaney 
has helped the museum rebrand itself with an 
emphasis on education and telling stories, rather 
than relying as much on static displays.  

Dulaney explains that when people are giv-
en the chance to tell their stories, they feel their 
identity is respected.  When people cannot tell 
their stories, they feel disrespected.  Shunning 
leads to conflict, and those who are ignored of-
ten tell their stories in less constructive, violent 
ways.  Such demonstrations are contrary to the 
traditional Black ethos of communalism and re-
spect for everyone.

The museum has inaugurated a series of pro-
grams called “Pass the Mic,” which is intended 
to draw out the stories of a layered, complex, and 
varied Black experience.

One of the current Pass the Mic events focuses 
on steppin’. Steppin’, also called Chicago-style 
stepping, is an urban dance that originated in 
Chicago.  Originally known as bopping, the style 
evolved along with soul music.  The museum is 
featuring a program called “Steppin Through His-
tory” on Thursday, February 2, from 5 to 9PM.  
There will be a conversation with Sam Chapman 
and Don Vic, followed by a steppers set.

Another current project of the museum is the 
Equaino Stories, a click-through feature film on 
Instagram, telling of the childhood of Olaudah 
Equaino, the first formerly enslaved person to 
write and tell his own story.  There will also be 
Zoom conversations and presentations about the 
film throughout the day on February 16, Interna-
tional Watch Day.

Dulaney, who is also chairman of the Educa-

tion Committee for Museums in the Parks, speaks 
of February and Black History Month as “our 
chance at the mic.”  It is an opportunity for the 
DuSable Museum to tell its story of Black cul-
ture and focus on the positive achievements of the 
community.

The DuSable Black History Museum and Edu-
cation Center is located at 740 East 56th Place in 
Chicago.  To drive to the museum, follow Inter-
state 90 to Garfield Boulevard (5500 South).  Turn 
left (east), and proceed to Cottage Grove Avenue.  
Turn right (south) to the museum.  There is a small 
parking lot at the museum, or you can park across 
Cottage Grove in the University of Chicago Hos-
pital Garage.  Discounted rates are available for 
museum goers.  

Several transit options are available:  Take the 
Green Line El to Garfield and CTA Bus Route 55 
to Cottage Grove.  Alternatively, board the CTA 
Bus Route 4 downtown along Michigan Avenue 
and ride directly to the Museum.  For this trip, I 
think most visitors from the Rockford/Belvidere 
area will find driving to be the more convenient 
option.

SA’s Office of Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation 
R&D [...]

“Minimizing the global presence of HEU by 
reducing its use in military applications would re-
duce the risks associated with making and trans-
porting HEU and demonstrate significant leader-
ship on nonproliferation. It is more important than 
ever to promote the safe, secure, and peaceful use 
of nuclear technologies.”

without increases to the base tax rates.  
The governor attributed the strong revenue 

performance at least partially to conservative 
initial budgeting estimates, changes to corporate 
tax exemptions and collection of online sales tax. 
Others have cited such factors as inflation and 
wage growth, as well as changes in consumer 
spending amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Pritzker and Comptroller Susana Mendoza 
have frequently pointed out that recent budgets 
have not been balanced by the $8.1 billion in 
direct federal COVID-19 stimulus funds sent to 
Illinois through the American Rescue Plan Act. 
But the comptroller noted in a recent interview 
with Capitol News Illinois that the economic 
effects of broader federal stimulus – such as 
added unemployment benefits and direct checks 
to Illinoisans – have been a main driver of state 
revenue growth nationwide. 

“The stimulus that went directly into people’s 
homes was significant in terms of its help, not 
just in Illinois, but across the country,” Mendoza 
said. “These numbers could be replicated in 
any other state, where instead of collapsing the 
economies, those states saw that their residents 
who received this direct stimulus did not save it 
in most instances, but they actually spent it in the 
marketplace.”

Low unemployment rates continue to boost 
revenue performance, she said. 

‘Genuinely surprising’
Former Rep. Tom Demmer, the House 

Republicans’ longtime budgeting point man 
and the party’s unsuccessful candidate for 
state treasurer last year, said the revenue trends 
are something he hadn’t seen in his decade in 
Springfield.

“It is genuinely surprising to see not just a slight 
revision upward, but really multiple consistent 
revisions upward in what we think we’re going 
to collect this fiscal year,” Demmer told CNI. 
“That’s really unprecedented.” 

For the fiscal year that ended in June, revenues 
soared past the state’s initial $42.3 billion approved 
budget by nearly $8 billion when excluding ARPA 
fund transfers.

In the recently concluded lame duck session, 
Democrats passed a surplus spending plan that 
allocated an additional $3.6 billion in unexpected 
revenues beyond the initial $46.5 billion budget 
approved last spring. That included nearly $2.7 
billion in debt repayment and long-term savings 
and about $925 million in new, one-time spending.

“I mean, it is weird because we’re not used to 
seeing this, right?” Mendoza said. “And when I 
say that, it’s sarcastically because this is a very 
good thing. If (lawmakers are) going to have 
new spending, it should be for responsible fiscal 
measures, and this is a perfect example of that.”

Mendoza specifically referenced a $1.8 billion 
cash infusion into the state’s Unemployment 
Insurance Trust Fund that was included in the 
plan.

Her office last week sent about $1.4 billion of 
that to the federal government to repay the last 
of a $4.5 billion debt taken on to keep the state’s 
unemployment system afloat amid the pandemic. 

The debt had already cost the state $60 million 
in interest. Repaying it saves about $20 million 
in interest and prevents greater increases to 
employer tax rates and a disruption of benefits for 
individuals claiming unemployment. 

The recent spending plan also included an 
$850 million allocation to the “rainy day” fund, 
which will bring it to its highest-ever balance of 
$1.9 billion – a far cry from its $60,000 balance 
when the pandemic hit. 

It’s the type of budgeting practice that even 
some Republicans can support, even if they 
remain reticent to vote for what they view as 
spending increases that could prove problematic 
when recent revenue trends subside. 

“I do give credit to the administration for their 
prioritizing paying down any of the debt that we 
incurred,” Demmer said. “On the other hand, 
I’m still concerned about some of the spending 
growth relative to what we expect our economic 
and revenue growth is going to look like.”

Demmer referenced the Governor’s Office of 
Management and Budget’s five-year state budget 
projection. The November report noted after an 
expected surplus this year and next, Illinois could 
be in for a deficit of about $384 million in Fiscal 
Year 2025 and beyond. 

“Unlike some years in the past where we 
could point to one thing – sometimes it was just 
pensions or Medicaid growing too fast – I think 

Margaret Harrelson, 76, Marengo, January 23
Thomas “Tom” LaPak Sr., 76, Marengo, Jan. 24
Gerald Luckey, 70, Belvidere, January 24
Barbara McCollum, 69, Marengo, January 24
Robert Prims, 78, Union, January 23

Bobby Hull, 84, Wheaton, IL, January 30
Cindy Williams, 75, Los Angeles, CA,, Jan. 25
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that by contrast, now there’s spending growth 
across the board on existing programs,” Demmer 
said. “And then add on to that any new legislative 
initiatives that come on, that’s where it gets to be 
real concern.”

Demmer said he was concerned by the 
prospect of two new major spending areas floated 
by Pritzker in his inaugural address earlier this 
month: an expansion of access to free child care, 
preschool and college education for Illinoisans.

New one-time expenditures
Mendoza said there will always be pressure on 

legislators to deliver new programs and spending, 
but for the most part recent spending plans have 
focused excess revenues on one-time expenditures 
with a heavy emphasis on debt repayment.

“What I would be opposed to is seeing new 
funding items – unless you can really sell that this 
is an extreme necessity for the state at this time – 
we want to stay away from funding new programs 
that are going to have to be funded year to year,” 
she said. 

In the recent supplemental plan, contained in 
House Bill 969 and Senate Bill 1720, lawmakers 
authorized about $925 million worth of spending 
beyond the debt and savings measures.

That included $400 million to create a business 
attraction or “closing” fund under Pritzker’s 
authority that the administration hopes will help 
lure new or existing businesses to expand in 
Illinois. That was part of a broader expansion of 
several economic incentives.

Other appropriations included $196 million 
in temporary payments to hospitals and 
community mental health providers through the 
state’s Medicaid program, $110 million for the 
Department of Human Services to support asylum 
seekers, and $100 million to the Department 
of Innovation and Technology to pay interest-
accruing bills. 

Looking for a tax preparer?  My clients file with confidence.
   I have over 35 years of experience as a tax attorney with an advanced law degree in taxation. 
My clients know that their taxes are prepared professionally, getting all the deductions and 
credits that they deserve, and they don’t have to fear a letter from the IRS. I can e-file any prior-
year or current-year tax return. My overhead is low, my rates are reasonable, and handle things 
privately. 

  Using a tax attorney gives you a unique 
advantage: At least once a year, you can talk to an attorney and discuss what is important to you.  We can 
discuss your will or trust, assist with an upcoming real estate transaction, or even put your business into an 
LLC to protect your assets.  Or maybe just answer a question that’s been bugging you for years.   

 Or had some large organization try to 
intimidate you, and you really weren’t sure of your rights.  Did you know someone you could ask?  Or did 
you just “wing it” and hope for the best?  My clients know they can call me anytime for some quick 
advice.  

  Haven’t filed?  Afraid to file?  Gotten a letter from them?  I can help.  With 35 
years of experience as a tax attorney, I’ve helped many other people in your situation.  

If your return consists of more than just a W-2, or you have a tax problem, please give me a 
call. Hours are by appointment.

The plan also 
included added funding 
for DHS-run mental 
health centers and for 
the courts to cover costs 
associated with the 
SAFE-T Act criminal 
justice reform among 
other expenditures.

During the 
lame duck session, 
Republicans criticized 
the inclusion of a list of 
more than 100 violence 
prevention grants 
totaling $45 million 
that were concentrated 
in Democratic districts. 
Demmer cited such 
perceived partisan 
spending as another 
reason many recent 
spending plans passed 
without Republican 

support. 
 
Lessons from the past
Along with Demmer on the Republican side, 

two of the House Democrats’ budgeting leaders 
recently retired from the General Assembly 
– Reps. Greg Harris, of Chicago, and Mike 
Zalewski, of Riverside. 

“I came in during this toxic cloud of three things 
happening,” Zalewski told CNI. “One, the Great 
Recession. Two, I would say, a spending base 
that didn’t meet the existing revenues. And three, 
this political upheaval of Gov. (Rod) Blagojevich 
getting arrested and then Gov. Pat Quinn coming 
in.”

The end of Quinn’s term coincided with the 
expiration of a temporary four-year income tax 
hike, sending state revenues plummeting by 
billions of dollars in the first year of Republican 
Gov. Bruce Rauner’s term. That suddenly 
exacerbated structural deficit laid the groundwork 
for a crippling two-year budget impasse between 
Rauner and Democrats in the General Assembly, 
eventually leaving Illinois with a nearly $17 
billion backlog of unpaid bills.

The impasse finally ended when lawmakers 
– including a group of Republicans – overrode 
Rauner’s veto on a spending plan that included 
a tax increase nearly to the level of the 2011 
temporary tax hike.

Two years later, Pritzker defeated Rauner in a 
landslide, bringing what Zalewski called a more 
“pragmatic” approach to state budgeting that’s 
been made easier by revenue growth.

Both Harris and Pritzker noted that, in recent 
years, lessons from the past have led lawmakers 
and the administration to take a conservative 
approach to revenue estimates. 

“We don’t ever want to get into a situation 
where you get near the end of the year, and then it 
turns out revenue isn’t meeting your expenditure 
needs,” Pritzker said. “And so we’ve been 
conservative about it and as a result, you know, 

we’ve balanced budgets and run surpluses.”
In the current fiscal year’s budgeting process 

last April, for example, lawmakers planned for an 
8 percent decrease from their final base revenue 
levels from the previous year. As those revenues 
continue to perform well, lawmakers have 
considered the supplemental spending plans. 

Harris, meanwhile, pointed to a recent report 
from the legislative Commission on Government 
Forecasting and Accountability which noted a 
slight decline in base revenues in December could 
be an indicator that the economy is beginning to 
slow. 

“You’re beginning to see a downturn in 
numbers,” he said. “And it’s too early to tell yet if 
this is a one-time thing, or if this is the beginning 
of a weaker economic period that people have 
been saying could be coming. So we’ll see what 
the future holds.”

But Zalewski and others maintain Illinois is 
likely better equipped to handle the unforeseen 
after its recent budgeting actions and because 
the state’s required pension payment – which 
generally exceeds 20 percent of general revenue 
fund spending – is leveling.  

“I think we’re way better prepared than we 
would have been eight years ago,” Zalewski said. 
“We have a rainy day fund. And I think we have a 
leadership structure in place that understands that 
adding spending during those times is not a good 
idea. So I’m overall sort of cautiously optimistic 
we can weather whatever’s coming our way.” 

Pritzker will propose his spending plan for the 
upcoming fiscal year to lawmakers on Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, during his annual State of the State 
address.  

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.
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Appellate Court 
Upholds Restraining 
Order on Assault 
Weapons Ban

In 2-1 ruling, court says law likely 
violates equal protection guarantee

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
A temporary restraining order that partially 

blocks Illinois’ new assault weapons ban from 
being enforced will remain in place after a divided 
state appellate court panel’s ruling Tuesday. 

The restraining order was issued Jan. 20 by 
Effingham County Circuit Judge Joshua Morrison, 
but it applies only to the 800 or so gun owners and 
firearms dealers named as plaintiffs in the suit. 
The case was filed by southern Illinois attorney 
Thomas DeVore, the unsuccessful Republican 
candidate for attorney general in 2022.

In a 2-1 ruling, the justices said plaintiffs in 
the case made a plausible argument that the law 
violates their rights to equal protection under the 
law. Under the law, some categories of people 
– active and retired law enforcement officers, 
correctional officers and military personnel on 
active duty, for example – may purchase and 
possess those weapons. Other groups, such as 
retired military personnel or those who are not 
on active duty, are barred from obtaining assault-
style weapons after Jan. 1, 2024.

Attorneys for the state argued that it was 
reasonable to exempt certain groups of people who 
have extensive training in the use of such firearms. 
But the court majority rejected that argument, 
saying: “The fundamental rights at stake require 
lawmakers to ‘narrowly tailor’ legislation to 
effectuate its purpose.”

“Perhaps, as suggested during the circuit court 
hearing, some of the plaintiffs’ employment render 
them more or equally qualified to possess and 
purchase weapons than the qualifications required 
for the exempted classes,” the justices wrote. 
“Perhaps, some of the plaintiffs’ training is equal 
to, or superior to, that of the exempted classes.”

In accepting the argument that equal protection 
rights are at stake, the appellate court also rejected 
arguments that the General Assembly violated 
the Illinois Constitution’s requirements that bills 
deal with only one subject, that they be read three 
times on different days in both chambers, and the 
guarantee of due process.

Justice Barry L. Vaughn wrote the decision. 
Justice Mark M. Boie concurred in the opinion 
while Justice James R. Moore dissented in part, 
saying he would have overturned the circuit 
court entirely by rejecting the equal protection 
argument.

The law passed through the General Assembly 
during its lame duck session in January. Although 
a House Committee held extensive hearings on the 
bill in December, there was not enough time in the 
brief lame duck session to meet the constitution’s 
three-reading requirement.

In order to get around that requirement, they 
used a common procedure known as a “gut-
and-replace,” in which the Senate stripped out 
the contents of a bill that had already passed the 
House. Language originally contained in House 
Bill 5855 was inserted into House Bill 5471, 
which originally dealt with insurance regulations. 
The Senate then sent the amended bill back to the 
House for its concurrence with the amendment.

The House voted to concur on Jan. 10, the final 
day of the lame duck session, and Gov. JB Pritzker 
signed it that evening.

The law bans the sale and purchase of a long 
list of semi-automatic weapons defined as “assault 
weapons,” .50 caliber rifles and large-capacity 
magazines, as well as various devices that 
effectively convert other weapons into something 
identical to one of the banned weapons.

It also allows people who already own such 
weapons to keep them, but it requires those owners 
to register them with the Illinois State Police by 
Jan. 1, 2024, while also restricting where they can 
be used or stored.

The law came in response to multiple mass 
shootings in the United States in which those types 
of weapons have been used, including the July 
4, 2022, mass shooting at an Independence Day 
parade in Highland Park that left seven people 
dead and dozens more injured and traumatized.

The ruling means that the state is prevented from 
enforcing the law against the named plaintiffs in 
the case. The decision is expected to be appealed 
to the Illinois Supreme Court.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 

Black Excellence 
in Scholarship, 
Leadership, and 
Philanthropy at 
Black Winter
(Press Release)

This Black History Month, Rockford is pulling 
out all the stops and celebrating the legacy 
and future of Black excellence in scholarship, 
leadership, and philanthropy at the one-of-a-kind 
Black Winter gala. Black Winter will be held at 
Rockford Art Museum (711 N Main Street) on 
Saturday, February 25th from 6:00 – 9:00pm.

This formal event (black tie suggested, fabulous 
expected!) is presented in partnership by the 
Friends of Black Winter, a group of organizations 
and individuals who are working together to uplift 
the stories of local Black leaders and deepen the 
resources available to Black students to support 
their educational pursuits. Black Winter is a 
fundraiser for existing scholarships for Black 
students, six of which are administered by the 
Community Foundation of Northern Illinois and 
one which is being launched by the 815 Chapter 
of Urban Intellectuals. 
See names and brief 
descriptions below.

To inspire attendees 
and community 
generosity, the 
Community Foundation 
of Northern Illinois has 
pledged to match up to 
$50,000 in donations 
made to the six 
CFNIL-administered 
scholarships. These 

funds are permanently endowed, meaning they 
will support new students every year, in perpetuity!

The event will feature live music from Chicago-
based band Sam Thousand, custom cocktails and 
delicious bites from local Black-owned businesses, 
and an immersive, interactive program including 
displays heralding notable local Black leaders, 
philanthropists, educators, and entrepreneurs, 
and remarks from event partners, past and current 
scholarship recipients, and distinguished guests. 
Strike a pose and capture the elegance of the 
evening with photographs on the black carpet, 
upgrade your ticket to enjoy the VIP Lounge and 
a “fast pass” to drink service, and dance the night 
away in the beauty of the Rockford Art Museum, 
all while supporting local students! 

This is a night you will not want to miss.
Learn more, purchase tickets, and make 

donations at https://blackwinter2023.eventbrite.
com 

Black Winter’s Featured Scholarships:
Administered by CFNIL:
• Annie & Oscar Blackwell Scholarship - For 

African American female students from RPS205
• Ardis W. Cook Social Work Scholarship - For 

African American students pursuing a career in 
social work

• Era L. & Frances L. Walker Scholarship - For 
African American male students from RPS205 
with a GPA of at least 2.9 and involvement in 
community service

• Nate Martin «Scared Man Can›t Win» 
Scholarship - For African American male students 
from RPS205 with a minimum GPA of 2.5 and 
involvement in community service

• Pi Gamma Omega Scholarship - African 
American female students from a high school in 
Winnebago County with a minimum GPA of 2.7, 
dedication to academic excellence, community 
service, and a zest for life

• Taus Community Endowment Scholarship - 
For African American male students from RPS205 
with a GPA of at least 2.9 and involvement in 
community service

Administered by Urban Intellectuals 815 
Chapter:

• Urban Intellectuals Early College Drive 
(ECD) Scholarship - African American H.S. 
students in Winnebago County with a minimum 
GPA of 3.0 accumulative, dedication to academic 
excellence, community development. Focus: to 
help AA students close the education and wealth 
gap by creating opportunities for students to 
complete HS with associates degree or trade 
certification from local community college.

About Friends of Black Winter
Black Winter is an event to recognize, uplift, 

and celebrate the legacy of Black excellence in 
scholarship in the Rockford region.  This special 
evening is a fundraiser for scholarships established 
to support the educational pursuits of local Black 
students. 
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Boone County License & Title 

Stickers - Titles - Plates
We Are OPEN

Bring:
 Postcard Bill from the Secretary of State

Or
Old Registration Card

Or
Vin# + Plate # + Expiration Date

419 S. State St. Bel
815-544-2075

M-F 9-5
Sat   9-1

OP-ED
To Keep Our 
Democracy Strong, We 
Need To Restore Trust 
In News Media
By ALEE QUICK 
Civic Marketing Manager, News Literacy Project

Americans are politically polarized, cynical 
about long-respected institutions and disappointed 
with elected leaders at the local, state and nation-
al levels. What’s driving these trends? I believe a 
sweeping lack of trust is a significant factor.

Trust is an essential element to strong personal, 
professional and societal relationships. Without it, 
relationships break down, often with unfortunate 
consequences. Research bears this out. The 2022 
Edelman Trust Barometer found that nearly 6 in 
10 respondents automatically distrust something 
until they encounter evidence of its credibility. 
And nearly two-thirds said we can no longer have 
constructive, civil discourse about important is-
sues. The researchers noted, “when distrust is the 
default — we lack the ability to debate or collab-
orate.” 

The public’s wariness is understandable, and 
misinformation is a major factor. In the 2020 
Northwestern University Medill Trust in U.S. 
News Media study, 82% of those surveyed ex-
pressed concern about discerning fact-based in-
formation from falsehoods. Three-quarters of 
respondents in the Edelman study worried about 
misinformation being used as a weapon. 

News organizations and journalists are the fo-
cus of much cynicism. Trust in news fell in half 
the countries surveyed for the 2022 Reuters In-
stitute Digital News Survey, with the U.S. at the 
bottom with just 26% of respondents trusting the 
news. And 46% of Edelman respondents found 
journalists credible, making them the least trusted 
of societal leaders in the report, barely ahead of 
government leaders, who gained the confidence of 
just 43% of respondents.

When trust waivers, so does democracy. 
Once trust is gone, it’s tough to regain. But 

it’s critical that we all work to restore it. That’s 
because public trust and a news media industry that 
does its job well go hand in hand in protecting our 
democracy. That’s why my organization, the News 
Literacy Project (along with The E.W. Scripps 
Company), is focusing on trust in newsrooms and 
news coverage during our fourth annual National 
News Literacy Week (Jan. 23-27). News literacy 
is the ability to identify credible new sources so 
you know what information you can trust, share 
and act on.  The acceptance of facts is central to 
productive discourse and the functioning of our 
institutions. When we can’t agree on a common 
set of facts and credible sources, that cynicism 
cascades into distrust of institutions, decision-
makers and governing bodies. The result is a 
weaker democracy. 

Then there’s this: Distrust is simply bad for 
us. A 2021 study at the University of Bonn in 
Germany found that lack of trust in others is 
associated with chronic loneliness.

Restoring trust: It’s up to the press and the 
public. 

Trust is a two-way street. To repair this 
credibility gap between the public and the press, 
both members of the media and news consumers 
must act. 

News organizations must keep the public well-
informed and cover the issues that communities 
care about most. Newsroom leaders need to clearly 
identify what is opinion, analysis, or straight news 
and explain how their newsroom decides what 
stories to cover and how to cover them.  

Improving newsroom diversity is imperative 
to better reflect the community. While nobody 
is perfect, being transparent and fixing errors 

promptly and prominently goes a long way in 
maintaining credibility.

News consumers are the other half of the 
equation. We have responsibilities, too. Pay 
attention to what’s happening in your community. 
Subscribe to a local news outlet to ensure your 
town doesn’t become a “news desert.” Hold news 
organizations accountable. When they make a 
mistake or coverage falls short, call them on it. 
Be civically engaged. Learn about the issues 
important to you and vote. 

Most importantly, become more news-literate. 
News literacy is key. 
What does it mean to be news-literate? This 

nonpartisan approach to media literacy teaches 
people how to think about news and other 
information, not what to think. It provides an 
understanding and appreciation of the First 
Amendment and the role of a free press in a 
democracy, and it emphasizes a healthy skepticism 
— not cynicism — about the information we 
encounter. 

There are easy ways to learn the skills you need 
to navigate the news more confidently, protect 
yourself — and your friends and family — from 
being misled, and push back against the kind of 
false and misleading information that eats away 
at the public’s trust in news. You can learn how to 
identify credible news sources, spot red flags that 
often accompany misinformation, and build other 
news literacy skills at NewsLiteracyWeek.org.

Closing the credibility gap is crucial to the 
health of our democracy. Trust me on this.

Alee Quick is the civic marketing manager for 
the News Literacy Project. She lives in Carbondale 
and may be reached at aquick@newslit.org.

‘Omnibus’ Health 
Care Bill Passed Amid 
Criticisms  

Wide-ranging law put popular, 
controversial measures into a single 
package

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
A law recently signed by Gov. JB Pritzker will 

extend the deadline for the state to transfer criminal 
defendants deemed mentally incompetent to stand 
trial from jail to a mental hospital.

That same bill, House Bill 240, also gives 
nursing homes in Illinois two more years to comply 
with minimum staffing levels implemented in 
2022 before getting fined by the Department of 
Public Health.

Those are just two parts of a 67-page “omnibus” 
health care bill that passed the General Assembly 
on the final day of its recent lame duck session.

And even though parts of the bill received 
criticism, many lawmakers who opposed those 
elements said they felt compelled to vote for it 
anyway because other parts of the bill were too 
important. Those necessary provisions included 

enabling certain rural hospitals to draw upon more 
federal funds, distributing federal disaster aid to 
ambulance services impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and extending the deadline for a 
shuttered hospital in Chicago’s west suburbs to 
reopen under new ownership.

“I think that there are some important changes 
in this bill, and I certainly disagree with the process 
of putting things together where some I really 
support and some I don’t,” said then-Rep. Avery 
Bourne, R-Morrisonville, during a committee 
hearing on the bill.

Bourne ran unsuccessfully for lieutenant 
governor in 2022, giving up the opportunity for a 
fifth term in the House.

Extended jail stays 
Previous standards set in Illinois law set a 20-day 

deadline for the Department of Human Services to 
assume custody of a criminal defendant deemed 
incompetent to stand trial or found not guilty by 
reason of insanity. DHS would then be required to 
place them in a psychiatric institution. 

The new law extends the period a defendant 
can sit in jail to 60 days. And, if DHS cannot place 
the defendant in a facility in that amount of time, 
it can ask the court for 30-day extensions until 
such time as a space becomes available.

Officials in the Pritzker administration testified 
that DHS often isn’t able to do that, either because 
the agency doesn’t get notice from the court that a 
defendant needs to be transferred or because there 
simply aren’t enough staffed beds available in 
Illinois’ seven state-run mental institutions.

“I think it really was just an attempt to try to 
be realistic,” said Ann Spillane, Pritzker’s general 
counsel, in committee testimony earlier this 
month. “We’re not meeting 20 days. We haven’t 
for a long time.”

State officials estimate there are currently more 
than 200 individuals in county jails who have 
been awaiting transfer to a state mental hospital 
for 60 days or more.

Spillane said DHS is working to expand the 
number of mental hospital beds in the state, but 
there has been a “tremendous increase” in the past 
year in the number of people found unfit to stand 
trial or not guilty by reason of insanity.

But county sheriffs, who oversee county jails, 
argued they have staffing shortages too, and that 
they are not equipped to house and treat people 
with severe mental illnesses.

Jim Kaitschuk, executive director of the 
Illinois Sheriffs’ Association, said the problem is 
especially severe in southern Illinois where there 
is a shortage of community-based mental health 
services to begin with. He pointed to ongoing 
litigation filed by a number of state’s attorneys 
over DHS’ failure to promptly take people into its 
custody out of county jails.

“We certainly understand the dilemma that the 
Department of Human Service has in terms of 
getting those staff,” he said. “The problem is, at 
the local level, we have that same problem. So, 
we’re not able to maintain the level of staffing and 
the number of people and the beds that we need 
within our county jails.” 
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Legal Notices

Public Notice
Early Voting for the February 28, 2023 Consolidated Primary 

Election will begin on Thursday, January 19, 2023 and end February 
27, 2023. This election is only for City of Belvidere WARD 2 voters.  
Early Voting will be conducted at the Boone County Clerk’s Office, 1212 
Logan Ave., Suite 103, Belvidere, IL 61008. The office is open Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 AM to 5:00PM, except holidays. The office will 
also be open on Saturday, February 25, 2023 from 9:00AM to 12:00PM. 

For more information about Early Voting please contact the Boone 
County Clerk’s Office at 815-544-3103. 

* This Consolidated Primary includes ONLY a Republican Ward 2 
Alderperson Race. 

Published in The Boone County Journal Jan 12 to Feb 23, 2023

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE, ILLINOIS,

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION FOR ADOPTION OF:
SAWYER EVAN WILLIAMS,  a male child.
BOONE COUNTY CASE NO. 2022AD8
NOTICE TO RUSSELL RAYMOND WILLIAMS JR. and 
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

TAKE NOTICE that a Petition for Adoption was filed in the Circuit 
Court of the 17th Judicial Circuit, Boone County, Illinois, for the adoption 
of a child named, SAWYER EVAN WILLIAMS;

NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, RUSSELL RAYMOND 
WILLIAMS JR, and ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, file your answer 
to the Petition in the action or otherwise file your appearance therein, in 
the said Circuit Court of Boone County, in the City of Belvidere, Illinois, 
on or before the 14rd day of February, 2023, a default may be entered 
against you at any time following that day, and a judgment order entered 
in accordance with the prayer of said Petition.

DATED:  January 12, 2023
PAMELA CODUTO, Clerk of the Circuit Clerk
Attorney ALICIA OLIVER LEONARD AT LAW
631 N LONGWOOD ST., SUITE 203
ROCKFORD, IL 61107
Published in The Boone County Journal Jan 26, Feb 2, 9

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC  Plaintiff,
-v.- 22 FC 51
JOSE ARTURO ESTRADA, YESENIA MEZA Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of 

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on November 15, 2022, an 
agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on March 7, 2023, 
at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue entrance), 
Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate:

LOTS TWO (2) AND EIGHT (8) IN BLOCK NINE (9) AS DESIGNATED 
UPON THE PLAT OF FRY’S RE-SURVEY, THE PLAT OF WHICH IS 
RECORDED IN BOOK 2 OF PLATS ON PAGE 9 IN THE RECORDER’S 
OFFICE OF BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS; SITUATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF BOONE AND STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Commonly known as 1107 RUBY ST, BELVIDERE, IL 61008
Property Index No. 05-26-134-018
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $140,269.61.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of 

the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted.  The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for the Abandoned 
Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff 
and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4).  If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver’s 
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure 
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other 
county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact The sales clerk, LOGS Legal Group LLP Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 
(847) 291-1717 For information call between the hours of 1pm - 3pm.. Please 
refer to file number 22-096818.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-

SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 

status report of pending sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com 
Attorney File No. 22-096818
Case Number: 22 FC 51
TJSC#: 42-4566
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised 

that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a 
debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case # 22 FC 51 6088-929681
Published in The Boone County Journal Jan 26, Feb 2, 9

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION Plaintiff,
-v.- 22 FC 42
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF HAROLD C. DENNIN A/K/A HAROLD 
DENNIN, CANDLEWICK LANE ASSOCIATION, INC., PATRICK 
DENNIN, PETER DENNIN, COLLEEN R. LEWIS, MARGARET 
CLIFTON , KELLEEN DESCAMPS, CINDY SUTHERIN AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE , UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on December 6, 2022, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on March 
7, 2023, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue 
entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, the following described real estate:

LOT H AS DESIGNATED UPON THE REPLAT OF LOTS SIX (6) 
AND SEVEN (7) IN UNIT NUMBER TEN (10) OF THE CANDLEWICK 
LAKE SUBDIVISION OF PORTIONS OF SECTION 26 AND 27, 
TOWNSHIP 45 NORTH, RANGE 3 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AS 
DOCUMENT NO. 2001R01489 IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF 
BOONE COUNTY; SITUATE IN THE COUNTY OF BOONE AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Commonly known as 119 QUEENS PL. SE, POPLAR GROVE, IL 
61065

Property Index No. 03-26-128-032
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $127,027.28.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close 

of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party 
checks will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for 
the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is 
calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, 
in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate 
pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, 
or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in 
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).  If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency 
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 
60606 (312) 357-1125 Please refer calls to the sales department. Please 
refer to file number 22-01763.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 

236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 

7 day status report of pending sales.
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201
CHICAGO IL, 60606
312-357-1125
E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com
Attorney File No. 22-01763
Case Number: 22 FC 42
TJSC#: 42-4508
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are 

advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case # 22 FC 42 6088-929680
Published in The Boone County Journal Jan 26, Feb 2, 9

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NEW WELL NO. 11 AND WELL FACILITY 
GENERALLY LOCATED IN THE VICINITY 
OF 3081 HUNTINGTON DRIVE BELVIDERE ILLINOIS
BELVIDERE CITY COUNCIL
BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS

On, February 20th at 7:00 P.M., a public hearing will be held by the 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Belvidere, in the City Council 
Chambers, 401 Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois, to consider 
the Preliminary Environmental Impacts Determination and project 
planning relating to construction of a new potable well generally located 
in the vicinity of 3081 Huntington Drive Belvidere Illinois.  A copy 
of the Project Summary and the Preliminary Environmental Impacts 
Determination are available from the City of Belvidere City Clerk, 401 
Whitney Blvd. Belvidere Illinois and online at www.ci.belvidere.il.us.

Further, written comments relating to the project and the Preliminary 
Environmental Impacts Determination may be submitted the City of 
Belvidere c/o Brent Anderson Public Works Director 401 Whitney Blvd., 
Belvidere IL 61008 and to Ellen Watters, Project Manager, Infrastructure 
Financial Assistance Section, Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency, Bureau of Water, 1021 North Grand Ave. East P.O. Box 19276, 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276.  Public Comments will be accepted up 
to ten (10) days after the date of the public hearing above.

Dated: 1/27/2023 Sarah Turnipseed, City Clerk
Published in The Boone County Journal Feb 2, 2023

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL

BOONE COUNTY
ELENA MORENO HERNANDEZ, Plaintiff
-VS-                                     CASE # 2022-DN-46
ANTONIO REYES ROCHA, Defendant

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Notice is given to you, ANTONIO REYES ROCHA, Defendant that this 
cause has been
commenced against you in this Court asking for A LEGAL DIVORCE
and other relief.
Unless you file your response or otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Boone County, Boone County 
Courthouse, 601 N. Main St., Belvidere, Illinois, 61008 on or before the 
15th day of FEBRUARY, 2023 a Judgment or other relief as prayed for by 
the Plaintiff may be granted.
Dated: 1/27/2023
Pamela Coduto
Clerk of the Circuit Court
17th Judicial Court
Boone County, Illinois
Published in The Boone County Journal 2/2, 2/9, 2/19   (P)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

In The Interest of: Arrian Jada Pasley, minor
No. 21-JA-06 
ANDRE PASLEY and All whom it may concern

ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on JANUARY 27, 2021, a petition was filed under 

the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 601 
North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of Boone 
County entitled “In the Interest of Arrian Jada Pasley minor; and that in 
the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 2:30/2:00 P.M. central 
daylight time on 3/2/23 & 5/25/23; or as soon thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child 
declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE COURT HAS 
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN 
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE 
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE PETTION 
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER 
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHT TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will not be entitled to 
further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.

Dated:  January 20, 2023 Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK
Published in The Boone County Journal:  2/2, 2/9, 2/16 – C 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
 SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

In The Interest of: O’Marion J. Pasley, minor
No. 21-JA-07
ANDRE PASLEY and All whom it may concern

ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Take notice that on JANUARY 27, 2021, a petition was filed under 

the JUVENILE COURT ACT by Atty. Tricia Smith, State’s Attorney, 601 
North Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008, in the Circuit Court of Boone 
County entitled “In the Interest of O’Marion J. Pasley minor; and that in 
the County Courthouse in Belvidere, Illinois, at 2:30/2:00 P.M. central 
daylight time on 3/2/23 & 5/25/23; or as soon thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, a hearing will be held upon the petition to have the child 
declared to be a ward of the Court under that Act.  THE COURT HAS 
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN 
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE 
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  IF THE PETTION 
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH THE POWER 
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHT TO THE CHILD.  Unless you appear you will not be entitled to 
further written notices or publication notices of the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing of an amended petition or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 

Now, unless you appear at the hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the petition may stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order or judgment entered.

Dated:  January 20, 2023    
Pamela Coduto, CIRCUIT CLERK

Published in The Boone County Journal:  2/2, 2/9, 2/16 – C 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NEW WELL NO. 11 AND WELL FACILITY 
GENERALLY LOCATED IN THE VICINITY 

OF 3081 HUNTINGTON DRIVE BELVIDERE ILLINOIS
BELVIDERE CITY COUNCIL

BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS
On, February 20th at 7:00 P.M., a public hearing will be held by the 

Mayor and City Council of the City of Belvidere, in the City Council 
Chambers, 401 Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois, to consider 
the Preliminary Environmental Impacts Determination and project 
planning relating to construction of a new potable well generally located 
in the vicinity of 3081 Huntington Drive Belvidere Illinois.  A copy 
of the Project Summary and the Preliminary Environmental Impacts 
Determination are available from the City of Belvidere City Clerk, 401 
Whitney Blvd. Belvidere Illinois and online at www.ci.belvidere.il.us.

Further, written comments relating to the project and the Preliminary 
Environmental Impacts Determination may be submitted the City of 
Belvidere c/o Brent Anderson Public Works Director 401 Whitney Blvd., 
Belvidere IL 61008 and to Ellen Watters, Project Manager, Infrastructure 
Financial Assistance Section, Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency, Bureau of Water, 1021 North Grand Ave. East P.O. Box 19276, 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276.  Public Comments will be accepted up 
to ten (10) days after the date of the public hearing above.

Dated: 1/27/2023 Sarah Turnipseed, City Clerk
Published in The Boone County Journal Feb 2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS  
DATE:   January 31, 2023
PROJECT: Food Service Management Contract
                     Belvidere CUSD #100
                     Belvidere, Illinois
LOCATION: All District Schools and Satellite Operations per Spec  
SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITY: Belvidere Unit School District #100
                                                         1201 Fifth Avenue
                                                         Belvidere, Illinois 61008 
                                                         Phone (815) 544-0301
                                                         Fax (815) 544-4260
SCOPE:Contracted Food Services for the District’s National School 
Lunch Program, Breakfast Program, and Summer Programs.
DATE DUE: Sealed bids will be received until 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 23, 2023, at the office of the CFO, Belvidere Community Unit 
School District No. 100, 1201 Fifth Avenue, Belvidere, Illinois, and will be 
publicly opened and read aloud at that time.
PRE-BID MEETING: All prospective contractors are required to attend 
a pre-bid meeting and site visit that will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, 
February 13, 2023, at the Administration Center, 1201 5th Avenue, 
Belvidere, Illinois.
ACCESS TO BIDDING Bidding Documents are on file for reference at 
the Administration
DOCUMENTS:Center, 1201 5th Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008, and will be 
sent to prospective bidders upon request.
BID FORM: The Bid Form is included in the Bidding Documents.
RIGHTS RESERVED BY FSA: The FSA reserves the right to waive any 
irregularities and/or reject any or all bids when, in the opinion of the FSA, 
such action will serve the best interests of the FSA.
WITHDRAWAL BIDS: No bid may be withdrawn for a period of 90 days 
after the opening of bids without written consent of the Owner.
By:  Holly Houk, Secretary of the Board of Education

Published in The Boone County Journal Feb 2
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Health     from page 5

Real  Estate

Assumed names

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact 
a online consulting business said County and State under the name of 
SHARI DANIELAK CONSULTING at the following post office address: 
2247 Winding Creek Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full 
names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with 
respective residence address of each, are as follows: Amanda Marshall, 
2247 Winding Creek Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008; phone # (815) 566-9406.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 12th day of 
January, A.D. 2023

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 1/19, 01/26, 02/02/23 - P

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
resale business said County and State under the name of Z & M SALES at 
the following post office address: 14092 Tallgrass Trail, Poplar Grove, IL 
61065 that the true and real full names of all persons owning, conducting 
or transacting such business, with respective residence address of each, 
are as follows: Zachary Anderson, 14092 Tallgrass Trail, Poplar Grove, IL 
61065; phone # (815) 703-3576.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 12th day of 
January, A.D. 2023

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 01/19, 01/26, 02/02/23 - P

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE
This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 

selling produce business said County and State under the name of SVEDIN 
FARM STEAD at the following post office address: 21476 Union Road, 
Poplar Grove, IL 61065 that the true and real full names of all persons 
owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence 
address of each, are as follows: Deborah Svedin, 21476 Union Road, 
Poplar Grove, IL 61065; phone # (815) 737-8250.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 23rd day of 
January, A.D. 2023

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 01/26, 02/02, 02/09/23 - P

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
general labor carpentry business said County and State under the name of 
CLASSIC CONSTRUCTION at the following post office address: 3291 
Pheasant Lane, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all 
persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective 
residence address of each, are as follows: Wanda Marshall, 3291 Pheasant 
Lane, Belvidere, IL 61008; phone # (630) 258-8779.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 27th day of 
January, A.D. 2023

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal   2/2, 2/9, 2/16 - P

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION Plaintiff,
-v.- 22 FC 42
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF HAROLD C. DENNIN A/K/A HAROLD 
DENNIN, CANDLEWICK LANE ASSOCIATION, INC., PATRICK 
DENNIN, PETER DENNIN, COLLEEN R. LEWIS, MARGARET 
CLIFTON , KELLEEN DESCAMPS, CINDY SUTHERIN AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE , UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on December 6, 2022, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on March 
7, 2023, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue 
entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, the following described real estate:

Commonly known as 119 QUEENS PL. SE, POPLAR GROVE, IL 
61065

Property Index No. 03-26-128-032
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $127,027.28.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close 

of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party 
checks will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for 
the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is 
calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, 
in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate 
pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, 
or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in 
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).  If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency 
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC 

Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 
60606 (312) 357-1125 Please refer calls to the sales department. Please 
refer to file number 22-01763.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 

236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 

7 day status report of pending sales.
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201
CHICAGO IL, 60606
312-357-1125
E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com
Attorney File No. 22-01763
Case Number: 22 FC 42
TJSC#: 42-4508
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are 

advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case # 22 FC 42 6088-929680
Published in The Boone County Journal Jan 26, Feb 2, 9

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC  Plaintiff,
-v.- 22 FC 51
JOSE ARTURO ESTRADA, YESENIA MEZA Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of 

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on November 15, 2022, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on March 7, 2023, at the 
NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue entrance), Belvidere, IL, 
61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

Commonly known as 1107 RUBY ST, BELVIDERE, IL 61008
Property Index No. 05-26-134-018
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $140,269.61.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of 

the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted.  The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for the Abandoned 
Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid 
by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring 
the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights 
in and to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is 
subject to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate 
of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4).  If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver’s 
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure 
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other 
county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact The sales clerk, LOGS Legal Group LLP Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 (847) 
291-1717 For information call between the hours of 1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to 
file number 22-096818.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-

SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 

status report of pending sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com 
Attorney File No. 22-096818
Case Number: 22 FC 51
TJSC#: 42-4566
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised 

that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a 
debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case # 22 FC 51 6088-929681
Published in The Boone County Journal Jan 26, Feb 2, 9

Boone County License & Title 

Stickers - Titles - Plates
We Are OPEN

Bring:
 Postcard Bill from the Secretary of State

Or
Old Registration Card

Or
Vin# + Plate # + Expiration Date

419 S. State St. Bel
815-544-2075

M-F 9-5
Sat   9-1

ROOM FOR RENT: Belvidere: Nice 
furnished room w/ fridge, near downtown, bus 
stop, Aldi, Drug & Dollar Stores. No Sec. 
Deposit. $102/wk. or  $430/mo. 

Call (815) 544-4466  

He also said many counties lack community 
services to provide treatment to the individuals. 

During House debate earlier this month, now-
retired House Republican Leader Jim Durkin, of 
Western Springs, said he understood the concerns 
of county sheriffs, but said the rest of the bill was 
too important to be held up by that issue.

“Don’t let this provision kill or change your 
position or change your vote on this,” he said. 
“It’s a really good bill.” 

Durkin suggested lawmakers should continue 
to negotiate that specific issue in the new General 
Assembly which began January 11. 

Nursing homes
Other lawmakers had similar issues with a 

provision giving nursing homes two more years 
– until 2025 – to come into compliance with 
minimum staffing requirements before facing 
fines from the Department of Public Health.

Illinois has some of the most understaffed 
nursing homes in the country, and last year 
lawmakers passed a sweeping overhaul of the 
way they are reimbursed through Medicaid that 
included as much as $700 million per year in 
incentive payments to increase their staff and 
raise wages for nursing home workers.

But nursing home industry lobbyists said many 
facilities are still reeling from the financial impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and that statewide, 
employment in nursing homes is still below pre-
pandemic levels.

“Pandemic exhaustion has led to the resignation 
of thousands of nursing home employees and 
strained the long-term care labor market,” Ron 
Nunziato, director of policy and regulatory affairs 
at the Health Care Council of Illinois, said in a 
statement. 

He said nursing homes are facing the same 
hiring obstacles as the rest of the health care 
industry. 

“The pipeline for workforce development is 
slow in many areas of the state and it will take 
years for nursing homes to recover from staffing 
challenges,” Nunziato said. 

Rep. Lakesia Collins, D-Chicago, a former 
nursing home worker, spoke against that provision 
on the floor of the House, but at the same time 
said her objections to it weren’t enough to reject 
the whole bill.

“I am not going to sink the ship on this because 
these other measures are very important,” she said. 
“But as a former nursing home worker, I would be 
remiss to not speak about the importance of short 
staffing and the provision in the bill about holding 
off for another two years around the penalties.”

The bill passed the Senate on Jan. 6 by a 32-15 
margin. It passed the House Jan. 10, 85-24.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government. It 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

 



8   February 2, 2023    The Boone County Journal   

Illinois License Plates & Stickers for
• Cars • Trucks • Motorcycles •

 • Trailers • Boat Trailers •
• Notary Public • Map Books •

BOONE COUNTY
LICENSE & TITLE

What WE Can Do For YOU!

EXPIRED?DowntownBelvidere

ORDER YOUR PLATES HERE!Stickers Available ImmediatelyOver The Counter!Avoid a Ticket, Only Takes 5 Minutes!

HOURSMon-Fri 9-6Saturday 9-2

Ask us for details about 
our over the counter 
Plates and Sticker service.
• License & Title Services
• Plates, Stickers & Renewals
    (Get sticker same day)
• Flat Fee for Services
• No Long Lines
• Friendly Helpful Staff
• Fast Convenient Service

(815) 544-2075

Open 6 Days a Week
Monday thru Friday

9 am to 5 pm
Saturday

9 am to 1 pm

Notary
Public

Located on State Street
at the Journal

419 S. State Street
Belvidere, IL 61008


