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Worf’s an American Bar:
A Tavern of its Time
on the Shortline
By David Larson

Back before “The Shortline” was a hot, 
trendy, social spot on the first block of Buchanan 
Street, it was  a place to socialize during leisure 
hours. Today, a sushi restaurant on Buchanan 
Street carry’s the block’s namesake. One of the 
taverns on the strip a half century or more ago 
was “Worf’s”. Worf’s business name was The 
Farmers’ Inn. But because the proprietor, Orley 
Worf, was well known, it became affectionately 
known as Worf’s. 

Worf’s was not the first tavern on The Shortline. 
When it all began is not clear, but the strip was 
the location of stables and taverns long before the 
appearance of automobiles and sometime after 
the train came to Belvidere in the early 1850’s. 
It was a street for men. Men cared for horses and 
did the manual work of shoeing and iron shaping. 
And men drank in saloons. 

Worf’s was located at 117 Buchanan Street 
between the ally that runs south mid-block and 
Whitney Boulevard, on the south side of the 
street. Centrally located during a time when 
nearly every business in the central business 
district was locally owned, it was well-known to 
the working man and the professional alike. 

When these pictures were taken, in 1958, it was 
a time when many businesses closed on Thursday 
afternoons, or at least the business owner would 
play hooky. On Thursday afternoons, Worf’s 
may have been a place to get a start on the 
weekend. The horse trade had long gone, but 
the social aspect stuck on the Shortline. In the 
1950s, many of the men who stopped by for a 
cold one were World War II veterans and wanted 
to enjoy life in a peace that some had never really 
known. Having grown-up during the depression, 
that generation had known deprivation. When 
they came of age, they did so in Europe or the 
South Pacific war zones.  Tom Brokaw named 
them “The Greatest Generation” because of their 
endurance in the face of adversity, and the world 
they subsequently built. Today, as with every 
generation, their time has passed and only time 
will be able to measure the full effect they had on 
world history. Like the veterans of the Civil War, 
they had a unique respect for democracy and 
understood the constant need to vote, educate 
themselves, discern news reports, and participate 
in public office.

This week’s pictures perhaps the gentleman 
bartender is John Conley, a long-time mixologist 
in the Belvidere area who tended bar at The 
Huddle, BelMar Country Club, Casa Mia, and 
other popular Belvidere watering holes. John was 
well recognized by his friends by his dark pencil 
mustache. The same man is seen again on the 
other side of the bar talking with a man wearing 
a fedora, embellished in jewelry, and suit with 
bow tie, enjoying a martini while holding cash 
in his hand as he expressed himself with passion.

Clearly the liberation of alcohol is witnessed 
in these photographs. Opinions, ideas, and 
storytelling seem to be the consequence. Music 
from the juke box and a bartender as master of 
ceremony created a reliable place to be one’sself 
in the community. It didn’t have to be a special 
event, and the opportunity to expand one’s circle 
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Obituaries

The Illinois State Treasurer 
has established a secure way 

to donate to help 
Ukraine

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/illinois-
frerichs-ucca?refcode=em_20220307

Capitol News Illinois 
to Expand Investigations, 
Analysis in Year 4

Nonprofit, nonpartisan news bureau 
launched in January 2019

By Jerry Nowicki Capitol News Illinois
When Capitol News Illinois launched in January 

2019, Gov. JB Pritzker had just been sworn in, Michael 
Madigan was elected to his 18th term as House 
speaker and the Senate’s president was Chicago’s 

bringing an award-winning investigative past from 
her time at the Belleville News-Democrat, has 
already helped us in that regard. 

Her stories on the governor’s pardon of confessed 
arsonist Jerame Simmons drove conversation at 
the Statehouse for days, and she was among the 
first reporters at the Capitol to score an interview 
with new Legislative Inspector General Michael 
McCuskey. 

She complements Hancock, whose steady 
drumbeat of coverage of Statehouse happenings has 
helped anchor CNI since its inception. From deep 
dives into education funding, analysis of nursing 
home reforms and coverage of the little-known but 

John Cullerton. 
Now, as our fourth 

year is well underway, 
Pritzker is battling a 
wide field of Republican 
challengers in hopes 
of securing a second 
term, Madigan has been 
indicted, Cullerton is 
retired and none of the 
four legislative leaders 
are from Chicago. 

It turns out January 
2019 was a momentous 
time to launch a news 
bureau that feeds 
State Capitol coverage 
to Illinois’ 400-plus 
newspapers and several 
of its public radio 
stations.

Since its beginning, 
Capitol News Illinois 
has had more than 2,100 
stories published in 
nearly every daily and nondaily newspaper in the 
state. There have been more than 65,000 instances 
of our stories appearing in 457 newspapers with a 
combined circulation of 2 million subscribers. 

Our nonprofit, nonpartisan bureau has covered 
Madigan’s indictment among those of other “smaller 
fish,” the legalization of marijuana and sports 
gambling, state budgets and countless committee 
hearings, and we’ve published a few investigative 
and enterprise stories along the way as well. 

And, of course, we’ve followed all the 
developments of the COVID-19 pandemic.

While you have likely seen our bylines, here’s 
bit more about CNI: We’re funded primarily by the 
Robert R. McCormick Foundation, the Illinois Press 
Foundation and a variety of other contributors. We 
have no agenda, other than covering state government 
from our offices in the Capitol basement. 

We were launched by the Illinois Press Foundation 
as an effort to supplement the access to Statehouse 
news for the state’s newspapers, many of which had 
closed Capitol bureaus or lost other access due to 
financial pressures in the runup to our founding.

Our full-time reporters, Peter Hancock, Beth 
Hundsdorfer and me, stand side-by-side with the rest 
of the Statehouse press corps in news conferences 
and other state government functions, and we send 
out stories nearly every day to the state’s editors. 

We also host reporters from the University of 
Illinois Springfield’s prestigious Public Affairs 
Reporting program, which prepares the next 
generation of journalists for reporting impactful 
news. Right now, our PAR contributor is Grace 
Kinnicutt. 

I share all this to note that we have even bigger 
plans ahead for our fourth year, including offering 
regular news and analysis columns to our readers. 
It won’t be a space for opining, prognosticating or 
picking winners or losers. 

But it will offer our reporting staff another avenue 
for going deeper on the issues – another goal for our 
organization as we progress in year four. 

That includes producing more enterprise and 
investigative work regarding state agencies and 
state government administration. Often we pay less 
attention to state laws and issues once they leave the 
legislature, and we’d like to improve upon that. 

Hundsdorfer, who joined CNI in November, 

important administrative 
rulemaking process, 
he’s written many 
stories that have 
improved Illinoisans’ 
understanding of state 
government.

Kinnicutt is working 
on impactful stories as 
well, including on the 
state’s recently enacted 
criminal justice reform 
law, which should be 
published in the coming 
weeks. 

We’re now heading 
down the final stretch of an 
abbreviated session that’s 
aimed at getting lawmakers 
out of Springfield by April 
8, plenty of time before the 
belated June 28 primary for 
the year. 

Petition filing for that 
election began Monday. 

As well, the final one-month push of 2022 
session comes as a wide-ranging public corruption 
investigation that snared the ex-speaker remains 
“active,” according to U.S. Attorney John Lausch, 
of the Northern District of Illinois. 

The CNI team will be watching and reporting, so 
keep an eye out for our coverage and analysis. 

Jerry Nowicki is the bureau Chief of Capitol 
News Illinois, a nonprofit, nonpartisan news service 
covering state government that is distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation and the 
Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

Jerry Nowicki

Sawallisch, Shirley, 93, Belvidere, March 12
Sigwards, Linda, 56, Belvidere, March 8
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OP-ED
Collateral Damage
By Scott Reeder

I always feel bad for the spouses.
When politicians get charged with a crime, the 

political powers that be go after their mates too. 
Early this month, Gov. JB Pritzker booted 

Shirley Madigan from her position as chair of 
the Illinois Arts Council. It’s a position that she 
served well and ably in for 37 years. 

When she took that job, Ronald Reagan was 
president, J.B. Pritzker was in high school and 
House Speaker Chris Welch was in the third 
grade.

In the decades I covered state government, 
I’ve never heard a bad word about her. Ever.

She has done remarkable work on behalf 
of the people of Illinois bringing art programs 
throughout the Land of Lincoln. For example, last 
month my oldest daughter competed in a poetry 
recital sponsored by the Arts Council. 

And she has developed partnerships with 
public television to educate viewers about Illinois 
artists. The job is voluntary. She has never 
received a dime for her work but has contributed 
mightily. 

But this month Pritzker said he wants to take 
the council in a new direction and fired her. 
No one believes the governor. He gave her the 
boot because her husband former Speaker Mike 
Madigan is in trouble and Pritzker wants to 
distance himself. 

So, a few hours before Mike Madigan was 
indicted on corruption charges, Pritzker picked 
up the phone and called him to let him know his 
wife was fired. Oh, they dressed it up a bit and let 
her submit her resignation. But you get the idea.

The implications of the conversation were 
clear: a powerful man was talking to a once 
powerful man and letting him know his wife’s 
fate. She wasn’t a part of the conversation. 
She was treated as an appendage, not someone 
contributing in her own right, not even worthy of 
being spoken to directly when being let go.

It smacks of sexism. 
Now, I’ll be the first to say that the governor 

has every right to put whoever he wants into that 
job. And no one owns a job forever. But one has 
to ask if this is a gracious way to cut someone 
loose. Her only transgression would appear to be 
that she is married to the wrong fellow. 

No doubt, some will say she almost certainly 
wouldn’t have received the position if it wasn’t 
for her husband. I won’t argue that. But I’ll also 
point out that anyone who gets elected to high 
office in Illinois or serves in a prestigious post 
like heading the Arts Council is there because 
they have the backing of powerful, influential 
people. 

A few years 
ago, I heard similar 
sentiments expressed 
against Illinois Chief 
Justice Anne Burke. 

“Illinois voters 
should be appalled that 
Justice Burke has been 
named chief justice 
in the wake of her 
husband being under 
federal investigation. 
It’s scandalous that we 
would have a couple 
like that, the wife of 
an indicted alderman 
sitting as the Chief 
Justice of our Supreme 
Court. In Illinois, 
you just can’t make it 
up,” former state Rep. 
Jeanne Ives told the 
DuPage Policy Journal.

Anne’s husband, Ed Burke is Chicago’s 
longest-serving alderman. He faces 14 federal 
corruption charges.

And let me emphasize this: Both Burke and 
Madigan are merely accused of breaking the law. 
They have not stood trial or been convicted of a 
crime. In the United States of America, a person 
is innocent until proven guilty. 

Regular readers of this column know my 
strong libertarian sentiments. I’m skeptical of 
government. I’m not a fan of either Mike Madigan 
or Ed Burke’s political philosophies. 

That’s OK. In a democracy, we want diverse 
points of view in the public forum. While I admire 
the work and intellect of Anne Burke and Shirley 
Madigan, I haven’t always agreed with their 
positions, either. But this isn’t a defense or an 
endorsement of either person’s policy positions. 

It’s merely an observation that in the American 
legal system relatives of those accused of crimes 
are not punished simply for their kinship. And 
the American sense of fair play would seem to 
command that should be the case for public life 
as well. 

Even after her husband, former Gov. George 
Ryan, went to prison, his wife Lura Lynn continued 
to serve on the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission. She was instrumental in helping 
make the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum a reality.

President Barack Obama sought her out when 
he spoke in Springfield to honor our sixteenth 
president.

That was a kindness that spoke well of the 
man. He gained nothing by talking to the wife of 
a convicted politician. But that didn’t stop him 
from according her the 
dignity and respect she 
deserved. 

It sets an example of 
graciousness worthy of 
emulation. 

Scott Reeder, 
a staff writer for 
Illinois Times, can be 
reached at: sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.
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Wastewater Treatment 
Plants Improve to 
Combat Nutrient Runoff

Low-interest loans help municipal water 
treatment plants to upgrade

By Grace Kinnicutt Capitol News Illinois
Nutrient loss isn’t just an agricultural problem. 
Excess nutrients from runoff of fertilizers used 

on suburban lawns and golf courses, along with 
waste from daily use in our lives, can find their 
way into our waterways, leaving behind harmful 
toxins and bacteria. 

The state aims to reduce total nitrogen and 
phosphorus loss by 45 percent, with 15 percent 
of nitrogen and 25 percent of phosphorus reduced 
by 2025. 

And local water treatment plants are part of the 
plan.

Rick Manner, executive director at the Urba-
na-Champaign Sanitary District, says depending 

Continued on Page  4
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of friends made the local tavern a very popular 
place in Belvidere for several decades after World 
War II.

Unfortunately, the over-consumption of 
alcohol publicly has ledto many traffic deaths 
and the enforcement of traffic laws has increased, 
affecting everyone.  

Worf’s was known as a family-friendly tavern. 
A place where you could feel comfortable bringing 
your children in while meeting with friends for 
a cold beer. It was known to serve food. It was 
more than a bar with hamburgers. It had a menu 
and family-style dinners were served. It was kept 
clean and unruly customers were controlled.

Orley Worf lived in the apartment directly 
above the bar at 117 Buchanan Street. That 
address today is a patio for Buchanan Street Pub. 
The building at 117 Buchanan Street was built in 
the 1880s but it burnt down in 1985, taking the life 
of a woman who lived in the upstairs apartment.

On a Wednesday June 5, 1946, in the early hours 
of the morning, there was a burglary of the tavern. 
Worf’s apartment entrance, by the staircase, was 
separate from the door to the commercial level of 
the building. Upon hearing noise in the bar below 
his apartment, around 3AM, Worf came down to 
investigate in his pajamas and slippers. Outside, 
looking through a window, Worf could see an 
intruder behind the bar at the cash register.  Worf 
and his bartender, Mac McKern, had locked up 
the tavern around midnight.

Worf, a World War II veteran who served as 
a military policeman brandished a pistol upon 
confronting the man through the window, who 
immediately bolted. Worf commanded to him, 
“Halt or I will fire” and when the man did not 
stop, Worf fired five shots from his .32 caliber 
pistol toward the man. The shots shattered the 
glass entrance door and embedded rounds in the 
back wall of the bar near the cash register. The 
man surrendered by holding up his hands.

Worf led the man at gun point with a now-
empty gun (which the burglar did not realize), to 
the South State Street corner of Buchanan Street. 
Night officers of the Belvidere Police Department, 
Kenneth Richardson and Francis Vail, having 
heard the gun shots, came speeding around the 
corner at South State Street and Logan Avenue 
in their squad car looking for the source of the 
gunshots. They took the burglar, Pete E. “Box 
Car” Peterson into custody. 

Pete E. “Box Car” Peterson had $5.25 and 
2 pints of Benjamin Franklin Whisky in his 
possession when taken into custody. Worf testified 
upon doing inventory, 4 pints of whisky were 

missing.
Peterson was held over by the Boone County 

Grand Jury and held on a $1,000 bond by the 
court of Justice of the Peace, Carl Suhr. Unable 
to post bond, he was remanded to the custody of 
Boone County Sheriff, Fred Smith.

At trial, Worf testified that he and Mac the 
bartender carefully checked the first floor public 
area of the premises, but not the basement before 
locking up at 12:30AM. He went on to testify that 
when he first saw Pete E. “Box Car” Peterson, the 
burglar was trying to get into the cash register.

Pete E. “Box Car” Peterson claimed he had 
fallen asleep in a back booth and when he woke-
up the tavern had closed, and he was locked in. He 
went on to testify he was not at the cash register, 
but was behind the bar, helping himself to a drink 
after waking-up. 

Upon being cross-examined by Boone County 
State’s Attorney A.J. Strom, Peterson admitted he 
had been drinking all day. He explained to Strom 
that the name “Box Car” had been given to him by 
an auctioneer years ago.  Peterson said he would 
gladly make restitution to make things right. The 
State refused.

on the type of treatment plant, the extent to which 
nitrogen and phosphorus can be reduced varies. 
He said that levels can be reduced anywhere from 
60 percent to 90 percent. 

The UCSD is a sanitary sewer water treatment 
facility that provides treatment for properties in 
Urbana, Champaign, the villages of Bondville and 
Savoy, the University of Illinois and surrounding 
areas. UCSD discharges about 22 million gallons 
a day and serves about 200,000 people. Sanitary 
sewers take waste from inside the house to waste-
water treatment plants. 

Manner said that since the sewers are more 
polluted and dirtier, it’s unsuitable to be drained 
back into the waterways directly. 

“That’s why our treatment plant is here to treat 
it to the level that makes it legal and appropriate 
to go into a creek,” Manner said.  

Following the removal process, Manner says 
“bugs” are grown that are a mixture of microbes 
and attach to particles and reproduce to consume 
waste. The process takes about 12 hours. The 
“bugs” prevent growth of bacteria and other mi-
crobes when the water is pumped back out into 
creeks. 

Water treatment facilities are regulated by the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
and must obtain permits needed to operate. Reg-
ulations set by the U.S. EPA are issued based on 
the performance of treatment and control technol-
ogies. 

The Clean Water State Revolving Fund over-
seen by the Illinois EPA provides low-interest 
loans through the Water Pollution Control Loan 
program. These loans may be used to improve the 
overall operations and water quality of treatment 
plants. 

Lending occurs in a yearly cycle based on 
the state’s fiscal year that starts July 1 and ends 

June 30. Since funding is limited, projects with 
approved plans are scored and ranked to help pri-
oritize which projects will receive loan program 
resources during the fiscal year. 

According to the WPCLP 2021 Intended Use 
Plan, the Illinois EPA had up to $700 million 
available.

Applicants must submit a project plan includ-
ing a detailed description of the existing collec-
tion system and treatment, project description 
explaining the need, justification and benefits of 
the proposed project, and an estimate of the total 
project and construction item costs.

Applicants are required to fill out an environ-
mental checklist and certification form that pro-
vides consultation records from the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources and State Historic 
Preservation Office. 

Once a plan is submitted, a project manager is 
assigned who helps the loan applicant navigate 
the process. More information is available at the 
Illinois EPA website. 

In March 2021, The Nordic Wastewater Treat-
ment plant in DuPage County that serves parts of 
the village of Itasca and Addison and surround-
ing areas in the northern part of the county, began 
construction after receiving about a $10 million 
loan in fiscal year 2021 from the program.

Stan Spera, financial administrator for DuPage 
Public Works, said the repayment period is go-
ing to be about 20 years and that out of the three 
wastewater facilities in DuPage County, the Nor-
dic Plant was “in need of major, major upgrades.” 

Improvements will be made to the site piping 
and raw sewage pumping and screening structure 
along with improving overall operations structure 
and process of treating the water in hopes of im-
proving water quality for residents and business-
es. 

To ensure the water is safe before being 
pumped from wastewater facilities, larger and 
dense material, such as plastic, rocks or glass, are 
removed first. Smaller materials such as food bits 
or fecal matter are then removed through a pro-
cess of gravity separation in which solids settle to 
the bottom of the tank and are removed from the 
water steam. 

The DuPage Forest Preserve has found ways 
to treat harmful blooms of cyanobacteria, or blue-
green algae. Blue-green algae forms when heavy 
rains pick up and wash nutrients, such as nitrogen 
and phosphorus, into the water.

Although blue-green algae is a natural part of 
the aquatic environment and can be found in small 
or moderate amounts, in warm water it can repro-
duce quickly causing thick layers on the surface. 

Dan Grigas, ecologist at the DuPage Forest 
Preserve, said that buffer zones are used along the 
lake to create a break for the overflow “that helps 
settle out nutrients and particulate solids before 
they’re able to get in the [body of water].” 

Buffer zones are made up of native grasses and 
plants that help catch excess water and allow sed-
iments and nutrients to settle out before reaching 
the water. 

A diffused aeration system was installed in 
Herrick Lake that helps circulate water and in-
creases oxygen which hinders algae colonies 
from forming and growing. The aeration system 



               The Boone County Journal  March 17, 2022     5

Continued on Page 7

Pollution     from page 4

Boone County License & Title 

Stickers - Titles - Plates
We Are OPEN

Bring:
 Postcard Bill from the Secretary of State

Or
Old Registration Card

Or
Vin# + Plate # + Expiration Date

419 S. State St. Bel
815-544-2075

M-F 9-5
Sat   9-1

also increases aerobic respiration of dead plant 
and animal materials instead of leaving them for 
uptake by algal species.  

“It continually circulates the water, creating a 
good, healthy, oxygen-rich environment all year,” 
Grigas said. “So basically, [it’s] promoting good 
ecological health all year round.” 

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonparti-
san news service covering state government and 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers state-
wide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Foun-
dation.

Crowded GOP Field 
Lines Up to Challenge 
Pritzker, Stratton

Primary ballot fills up 
as filing deadline passes

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Seven teams of Republicans and one team of 

Democrats have lined up to challenge Gov. JB 
Pritzker and Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton in the 2022 
elections.

Monday was the deadline for candidates to turn 
in their nominating petitions to the Illinois State 
Board of Elections to get their names on the June 
28 primary ballot.

Candidates who were in line at 8 a.m. on the 
first day of filing, March 7, will enter a lottery for 
a chance to have their names listed first on the 
ballot. But those who filed in the final hour before 
5 p.m. Monday, March 14, have a chance to be 
listed last on the ballot.

Some studies have suggested being listed first 
or last in a crowded field of candidates improves a 
candidate’s chances, especially in races where the 
candidates have low name recognition.

The State Board of Elections has another week, 
until Monday, March 21, to certify the petitions. 
In the meantime, candidates and party officials 
may try to challenge other candidates’ petition 
signatures.

Among the last to file in the governor’s race 
were Republicans Jesse Sullivan, of Petersburg, 
and his running mate Kathleen Murphy, of 
Warrenville.

“To be honest, it’s not a beautiful day today and 
any day I don’t have to be next to a bunch of other 
politicians and we get to be outsiders stepping 
into this race, it’s a good, day,” Sullivan said to 
reporters outside the State Board of Elections 
office in Springfield just before turning in his 

petitions.
“Yeah, we’re not looking for a photo op with 

Gov. Pritzker. We were looking to turn in the best 
petitions possible to represent the people who 
worked so hard to help us get them,” Murphy 
said.

Sullivan, a political newcomer and owner of 
the venture capital firm Alter Global LLC, and 
Murphy, a former spokeswoman for former state 
Rep. and 2018 GOP gubernatorial hopeful Jeanne 
Ives, will face formidable competitors for the 
2022 nomination.

Those include Aurora Mayor Richard Irvin 
and his running mate, state Rep. Avery Bourne, 
of Morrisonville. 

Another late filer Monday was GOP 
gubernatorial candidate Max Solomon, of Hazel 
Crest, and his running mate, Latasha Fields, of 
Chicago. According to his website, Solomon 
is a native of Nigeria who now practices law in 
the Chicago area, while Fields is the founder of 
Christian Home Educators Support System.

They join other teams of candidates who filed 
earlier: state Sen. Darren Bailey, of Xenia, and 
his running mate Stephanie Trussel of Lisle; Bull 
Valley businessman Gary Rabine and his running 
mate Aaron Del Mar of Palatine; former state Sen. 
Paul Schimpf, of Waterloo, and his running mate 
Carolyn Schofield of Crystal Lake; and the team 
of Emily Johnson, of Wheaton, and Bret Mahlen, 
of Orland Park, members of the group We Are the 
People Illinois, which has called for investigations 
into unfounded claims of voter fraud in the 2020 
elections. The website for the group identifies it 
as consisting of “over 200 people.”

One other GOP candidate, Keisha Smith, of 
Country Club Hills, filed for governor without 
a running mate, something that a State Board of 
Elections spokesman said could be grounds for 
objection and disqualification because state law 
requires candidates for governor and lieutenant 
governor to run as a team.

Pritzker and Stratton also face one challenge 
from within their own party, Beverly Miles, a 
nurse and U.S. Army veteran from Chicago, and 
her running mate Karla Shaw.

Constitutional officers
Illinois voters this year will also choose 

candidates for other constitutional offices. The 
most contentious of those will likely be for the 
office of secretary of state, where incumbent Jesse 
White is stepping down after six terms in office.

On the Democratic side, former state Treasurer 
Alexi Giannoulias and Chicago City Clerk Anna 
Valencia appear to be the leading candidates, 
while Chicago Alderman David Moore and 
charity director Sidney Moore, of Homewood, 
are also in the race.

On the Republican side, former U.S. Attorney 
John Milhiser, of Springfield, and state Rep. Dan 
Brady, of Bloomington, are competing for the 
nomination. Also in the race is former Chicago 
police officer Michelle Turney, who also affiliates 
with the group We Are The People Illinois.

In the race for attorney general, three 
Republicans have lined up to challenge incumbent 
Democrat Kwame Raoul. They include Thomas 

DeVore, the southern Illinois lawyer best known 
for his lawsuits challenging Pritzker’s COVID-19 
mitigations; Deerfield attorney Steve Kim; 
and David Shestokas, a former assistant state’s 
attorney for Cook County who is a hearing officer 
for the Chicago Board of Elections.

In the race for state treasurer, Republican state 
Rep. Tom Demmer, of Dixon, and Lake Bluff 
resident Patrice McDermand, also of We Are The 
People Illinois, will vie to challenge incumbent 
Democrat Michael Frerichs.

And in the race for Illinois comptroller, 
Republicans Shannon Teresi, a certified public 
accountant from Crystal Lake, and Michael 
Kinney, of Carol Stream, will compete for the 
nomination to challenge incumbent Democrat 
Susana Mendoza.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government and 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Mendoza Urges 
Automatic Payments 
into ‘Rainy Day Fund’

State’s financial cushion was exhausted 
during budget impasse

By Peter Hancock Capitol News Illinois
Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza is 

pushing legislation that would require the state to 
make automatic deposits into its so-called “rainy 
day fund” whenever certain financial conditions 
are met.

Officially known as the Budget Stabilization 
Fund, it was created in 2001 as a reserve so 
the state could pay its bills in a timely manner, 
especially during regular months of the year when 
revenues are lower than other months. The goal 
was to maintain a reserve fund equal to 5 percent 
of the state’s annual revenues.

Current law, however, requires deposits into 
the fund only when the state’s general revenue 
estimates increase by 4 percent or more over 
the prior year, something Mendoza said has not 
happened since the fund was created.

Instead, transfers into the fund have been made 
only when the General Assembly makes a one-
time appropriation in the budget.

In 2002, lawmakers committed $225 million to 
the fund with money from the state’s share of a 
national tobacco lawsuit settlement. Another one-
time deposit of $50 million was made in 2004, 
Mendoza said.

The fund balance then remained unchanged 
until it was depleted in 2017 during the two-year 
budget impasse under former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner.

“Ironically, the prior administration was 
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Legal Notices

Real  Estate

Assumed names
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE

IN RE THE MATTER OF: A.P. (DOB 9/9/2017), Minor. 
CASE NO. 2021-P-70

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Notice is hereby given to Respondent father, MATTHEW CROOP, 

that Petitioner, SUSAN CROOP, has caused to be filed a Petition for 
Guardianship of a Minor Child and other relief in the above-captioned 
cause of action.  You are further notified that if you fail to file an answer 
or an appearance by March 31, 2022 at the Boone County Courthouse 
located at 601 N. Main Street, Belvidere, Illinois 61008 a judgment by 
default may be entered against you at any time thereafter for the relief 
requested in the Petition for Guardianship of a Minor Child.

By: /s/Susan Croop    
Prepared by:
Thomas C. Laye – ARDC #6320977
HAMPILOS & ASSOCIATES, LTD.
308 West State Street, 210
Rockford, IL  61101
Telephone:  815/962-0044
Fax: 815-962-6250
thomas@hampiloslaw.com
Published in The Boone County Journal March 3, 10, 17

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact 
a home inspections business in said County and State under the name 
of AP HOME INSPECTIONS at the following post office address: 532 
Prairie Point Drive, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 that the true and real full 
names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, 
with respective residence address of each, are as follows: Aaron Powers, 
532 Prairie Point Drive, Poplar Grove, IL 61065; phone # (815) 558-
7300.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 1st day of 
March, A.D. 2022

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 3/3, 3/10, 3/17/22

CHANGE IN CERTIFICATE  OF OWNERSHIP 
Public Notice is hereby given that on March 1, A.D. 2022, a certificate 

was filed in the Office of the County Clerk of Boone County, Illinois, 
concerning the business known as POWERS HOME INSPECTION, 
located at 532 PRAIRIE POINT DRIVE, POPLAR GROVE, IL 61065, 
which certificate sets forth the following changes in the operation thereof: 
DISSOLUTION OF BUSINESS

Dated this 1st day of March, A.D. 2022
Julie A. Bliss
Boone County Clerk
Published in the Boone County Journal  3/3, 3/10, 3/17/22 

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
State of Illinois County of Boone) ss This is to certify that the 

undersigned intend… to conduct and transact a Cleaning Service 
business in said County and State under the name of State Line Cleaning 
Service at the following post office addresses: 1126 W. 9th St., Belvidere, 
IL, 61008 and that the true and real full names of all persons owning, 
conducting or transacting such business, with the respective residence 
address of each, are as follows:  

NAME AND ADDRESS OF RESIDENCE: Miguel A. Moctezuma, 
1126 W. 9TH ST., Belvidere, IL, 61008. Signed: Miguel A. Moctezuma, 
03/01/22

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me this 1st. day of 
March, 2022, 

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk, 
Published in the Boone County Journal 03/03,10,17

NOTICE ON PUBLIC HEARING FOR
BELVIDERETOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT BUDGET

THE BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT will hold a public 
hearing on the 22nd day of March,2022,at5:00 p.m.The hearingwill 
beheldatthe BalticMillAnnex,920WestLincoln,

Belvidere, Illinois.The purpose of the hearing will be to receive 
public comments on the tentative operating budget and Ordinance No. 22-
03-01 Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance forFY 2022. A final 
hearing and action on the budget and ordinance will be taken immediately 
thereafter. Acopy of the operating budget and Ordinance No. 22-03-01 
is available for viewing at the AdministrativeOffice,locatedat1006West 
LincolnAvenue, Belvidere duringregular business hours.

Mary MarquardtBoardSecretary
Published in The Booone County Journal 3-10-2022

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Boone County Government will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 

March 29, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. at the Boone County Administration 
Campus located at 1212 Logan Ave, Belvidere, IL 61008. The purpose of 
the hearing is to consider the grant application to the Illinois Department 
of Transportation for Section 5311 and Downstate Operating Assistance 
Program (DOAP) public transportation funding. The public is invited to 
attend and comment.

Published in The Booone County Journal 3-10-2022

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF BOONE
IN RE THE ESTATE OF: DENNIS HILTON, SR.,  Deceased.  
CASE NO.  2022 PR 10

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given of the death of DENNIS HILTON, SR. Letters of 

Office were issued on February 25, 2022 to MAURICE HILTON, who is 
the legal representative of the estate. The attorney for the estate is Mark D. 
Brynteson, Brynteson Law Firm, 2969 Rolling Meadow Court, Belvidere, 
IL 61008. Claims against the estate may be filed on or before September 
19, 2022,  that date being at least six (6) months from the date of first pub-
lication, or within three (3) months from the date of mailing or delivery of 
Notice to creditors, if mailing or delivery is required by 755 ILCS 5/18-3 
of the Illinois Probate Act, 1975 as amended, whichever date is later. Any 
claim not filed by the requisite date as stated above shall be barred.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Boone Coun-
ty Circuit Clerk-Probate Division at the Boone County Courthouse, Belvi-
dere, Illinois, or with the estate legal representative, or both.

Copies of claims filed with the Circuit Clerk’s Office-Probate Divi-
sion, must be mailed or delivered to the estate legal representative and to 
his/her attorney within ten days after it has been filed.

Mark D. Brynteson
Attorney for Administrator
Brynteson Law Firm
Mark D. Brynteson
2969 Rolling Meadow Court
Belvidere, IL 61008
708-667-6868
mdb@bryntesonlaw.com

Published in The Boone County Journal March 17, 24, April 5

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BMO HARRIS BANK N.A. F/K/A HARRIS N.A. Plaintiff,
-v.- 2019CH149
CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE U/T/A 
DATED JANUARY 14, 2011 A/K/A TRUST NO. 8002356422 et al
Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on January 18, 2022, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on April 20, 
2022, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue en-
trance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described real estate:

Commonly known as 410 TALLADEGA DR SOUTHWEST, POP-
LAR GROVE, IL 61065

Property Index No. 03-27-451-022
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the 

close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residential 
real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency 
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 
100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 

236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for 

a 7 day status report of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-01366
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2019CH149
TJSC#: 42-327
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are 

advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case # 2019CH149
I3189893
Published in The Boone County Journal March 17, 24, April 5

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BMO HARRIS BANK N.A. F/K/A HARRIS N.A. Plaintiff,
-v.- 2019CH149
CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE U/T/A 
DATED JANUARY 14, 2011 A/K/A TRUST NO. 8002356422 et al
Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on January 18, 2022, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM on April 20, 
2022, at the NLT Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Avenue en-
trance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described real estate:

LOT 41 AS DESIGNATED UPON THE PLAT OF CANDLEWICK 
LAKE UNIT NO. 4, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF PORTIONS OF 
SECTIONS 27 AND 28, TOWNSHIP 45 NORTH, RANGE 3 EAST OF 
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED AS DOCUMENT 72-415 IN THE RECORD-
ER’S OFFICE OF BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS; SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF BOONE AND STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 410 TALLADEGA DR SOUTHWEST, POP-
LAR GROVE, IL 61065

Property Index No. 03-27-451-022
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the 

close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residential 
real estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency 
(driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation con-
ducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 
100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 

236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for 

a 7 day status report of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-01366
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2019CH149
TJSC#: 42-327
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are ad-

vised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to 
collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case # 2019CH149
I3189893
Published in The Boone County Journal March 17, 24, April 5

NOTICEONPUBLICHEARINGFORBELVIDERETOWNSHIP-
PARKDISTRICTBUDGET

THE BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT will hold a public 
hearing on the 22nd day ofMarch,2022,at5:00 p.m.The hearingwill 
beheldatthe BalticMillAnnex,920WestLincoln,

Belvidere, Illinois.The purposeofthehearingwillbeto receive 
publiccommentsonthe

tentative operating budget and Ordinance No. 22-03-01 Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance forFY 2022. A final hearing 
and action on the budget and ordinance will be taken immediately 
thereafter. Acopy of the operating budget and Ordinance No. 22-03-01 
is available for viewing at the AdministrativeOffice,locatedat1006West 
LincolnAvenue, Belvidere duringregular business hours.

Mary MarquardtBoardSecretary
Published in The Boone County Journal March 17

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BELVIDERE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given that the City of Belvidere Planning and Zoning 
Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 
6:00 pm in the City Council Chamber, Belvidere City Hall, 401 Whitney 
Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois 61008 upon the following:

Application of Scannell Properties #554 LLC, 8801 River Crossing 
Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46240 for a map amendment (rezoning) 
on approximately 8 acres northeast of Irene Road and US Route 
20, Belvidere, IL 61008 from RH, Rural Holding District (pending 
annexation) to GB, General Business District pursuant to the Belvidere 
Zoning Ordinance Section 150.903 Amendment to Official Zoning Map.  
The subject property is legally described as:

Lot 3 of the proposed Kelly Farms Subdivision (available for review 
at the Community Development Department, 401 Whitney Boulevard, 
Suite 300, Belvidere, IL 61008 during regular business hours).  Part of 
PIN:  05-32-400-005.

All persons interested in the petitions may attend and be heard at the 
stated time and place.

Paul Engelman, Chairman, 
Belvidere Planning and Zoning Commission
Published in The Boone County Journal March 17

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BELVIDERE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given that the City of Belvidere Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022 at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chamber, Belvidere City Hall, 401 
Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, Illinois 61008 upon the following:

Application of Scannell Properties #554 LLC, 8801 River Crossing 
Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46240 for a map amendment (rezoning) 
on approximately 163 acres northeast of Irene Road and US Route 20, 
commonly known as 2424 US Route 20, Belvidere, IL 61008; 2444 
US Route 20, Belvidere, IL 61008 and 2612 US Route 20, Belvidere, 
IL 61008 from RH, Rural Holding District (pending annexation) to HI, 
Heavy Industrial District pursuant to the Belvidere Zoning Ordinance 
Section 150.903 Amendment to Official Zoning Map.  The subject 
property is legally described as:

Lot 1 and Lot 2 of the proposed Kelly Farms Subdivision 
(available for review at the Community Development 
Department, 401 Whitney Boulevard, Suite 300, Belvidere, IL 
61008 during regular business hours).  PIN:s  05-33-300-004; 
05-33-300-005; 05-33-100-006; 05-33-300-001; 05-33-300-002 
and Part of PIN:  05-32-400-005.
All persons interested in the petitions may attend and be heard at the 

stated time and place.
Paul Engelman, Chairman, 
Belvidere Planning and Zoning Commission

Published in The Boone County Journal March 17
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ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
welding construction business in said County and State under the name of 
F & J MILLWRIGHT at the following post office address: 402 Van Buren 
Street, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all persons 
owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence 
address of each, are as follows: Fabian Lorenzo, 402 Van Buren Street, 
Belvidere, IL 61008; phone # (815) 713-6964.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 3rd day of March, 
A.D. 2022

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 3/10, 3/17, 3/24/22

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
landscaping construction business in said County and State under the name 
of FOUR FLORES LANDSCAPING CONSTRUCTION at the following 
post office address: 310 Çloud Mist Drive, Capron, IL 61012 that the true 
and real full names of all persons owning, conducting or transacting such 
business, with respective residence address of each, are as follows: Hugo 
E. Flores, 310 Cloud Mist Drive, Capron, IL 61012; phone # (815) 304-
3898.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 3rd day of March, 
A.D. 2022

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 3/10, 3/17, 3/24/22

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact 
a roofing business in said County and State under the name of IDEAL 
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS at the following post office address: 820 North 
State Street, Belvidere, IL 61008 that the true and real full names of all 
persons owning, conducting or transacting such business, with respective 
residence address of each, are as follows: Taylor Tracey, 820 North State 
Street, Belvidere, IL 61008; phone # (815) 742-4743.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 9th day of March, 
A.D. 2022

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 3/10, 3/17, 3/24/22

Rainy Day     from page 5

Continued on page 8

ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE OF INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS COUNTY of BOONE

This is to certify that the undersigned intend to conduct and transact a 
excavating business in said County and State under the name of WATSON 
AND SON EXCAVATING at the following post office address: 15718 
Capron, IL 61012 that the true and real full names of all persons owning, 
conducting or transacting such business, with respective residence address 
of each, are as follows: Bradley D. Watson, 15718 Capron, IL 61008; 
phone # (815) 482-8425.

Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, this 10th day of 
March, A.D. 2022

Julie A. Bliss, County Clerk  
Published in Boone County Journal 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/22

emptying Illinois’ rainy day fund at the very time 
that the greatest bull market in our lifetimes was 
allowing other states to replenish their rainy day 
funds,” Mendoza told the House Revenue and 
Finance Committee on Thursday.

“Now fast forward to when the world was hit 
by the catastrophic COVID-19 pandemic. Our 
state’s rainy day fund stood at just $60,000 and 
our backlog of bills stood at around $6 billion,” 
she said. “Now, $60,000 is not enough to cover 
even 30 seconds worth of state government 
operations.”

House Bill 4118, filed by Rep. Michael 
Halpin, D-Rock Island, would change the 
funding formula, starting in June 2023, to require 
automatic payments of $200 million at the end of 
a fiscal year or however much is needed to reach 
a 5 percent balance, whenever the state’s backlog 
of bills payable at the end of the year falls below 
$3 billion.

It would also require transferring another $200 
million into the Pension Stabilization Fund, but 
those payments would be spread out in equal 
monthly installments.

The Pension Stabilization Fund, Mendoza said, 
was established in 2000 as a way the state could 
make additional contributions into its pension 
funds, above the statutorily required amount. But 
no money has been deposited into it since it was 
created.

The bill also would allow for the transfer of 
money out of the rainy day fund back into the 
general fund whenever the bill backlog rises 
above $4 billion, to enable the comptroller to 
address outstanding vouchers.

As of Thursday, according to the comptroller’s 
website, the state’s backlog of bills stood at just 
over $4.4 billion, but it was as low as $3.1 billion 
as recently as Feb. 1.

According to the most recent revenue estimates 
released Tuesday from the Commission on 
Government Forecasting and Accountability, the 
state’s General Revenue Fund is expected to take 
in $48.5 billion in the current fiscal year, which 
ends June 30. 

That’s a $4.1 billion increase over earlier 
estimates that lawmakers used when they passed 

Appointments 
Pulled, Reissued for 2 
Members of Prisoner 
Review Board

GOP senator cries foul, says the two 
have been serving without confirmation

By Beth Hundsdorfer Capitol News Illinois
Gov. JB Pritzker yanked the appointment of two 

appointees to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board 
Tuesday, the same morning a Senate committee 
was scheduled to consider them. 

It was the second time Pritzker pulled the 
appointments of Aurthur Mae Perkins, 83, of 
Peoria, and Joseph Ruggiero, 62, of Wheaton, for 
the Illinois Prisoner Review Board. The two, both 
appointees originally made by Republican former 
Gov. Bruce Rauner, have served on the Prisoner 
Review Board without Senate confirmation for 
nearly three years each.

“Between the two of them, I think they have 
served a combined six years on the Prisoner 
Review Board, raking in approximately a half-
million dollars in taxpayer funded salary,” said 

this year’s budget, meaning the state will likely 
end the year with a substantial surplus.

“Because we have this improved fiscal 
condition, I think it’s necessary that we harness 
that momentum and try to use the moment to prop 
up our reserves for the future,” Halpin said during 
the hearing.

Mendoza said keeping a healthy balance in the 
rainy day fund would help ensure the state is able 
to pay its bills on time. That’s because revenues 
do not flow into state coffers at the same rate each 
month even though bills come due on a daily basis.

That’s important to many state contractors, 
including small social service agencies that 
administer programs for youths, families, the 
elderly and disabled.

Andrea Durbin, executive director of the 
Illinois Collaboration on Youth, which represents 
more than 100 community-based providers of 
children’s services, said payment delays during 
the budget impasse and in other difficult times 
have taken a toll on those organizations.

“Payment delays such as these are unfair and 
harmful to community-based organizations, tying 
up their capital, forcing them to take out costly 
loans and lines of credit, and preventing them 
from pursuing new opportunities or innovations,” 
she said. “All of the time and energy that boards 
and executives spend figuring out how to manage 
their unwilling role as banker to the state of Illinois 
is time that they are not investing in building 
capacity meeting needs and helping families and 
communities to thrive.”

The committee took no action on the bill but 
lawmakers could incorporate something similar to 
it as part of the overall budget package they are 
expected to vote on in April.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government and 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Sen. Jason Plummer, 
R-Edwardsville. 

Plummer told the 
committee he heard 
appointments for 
Perkins and Ruggiero 
were pulled on Tuesday 
morning – just before 
the committee hearing 
began. 

“Do you know why 
they are withdrawn?” 

he asked Committee Chairperson Laura Murphy, 
D-Des Plaines.

“Senator, we are in compliance with the 
Senate Rules,” she replied.

The PRB is a 15-person body appointed by 
the governor. It has the authority to grant, deny 
or determine conditions of parole, and it must 
notify victims and families when an inmate is 
going to be released from custody. The board 
also imposes release conditions and makes 
recommendations on pardon and clemency 
petitions to the governor. 

Perkins is a former teacher, principal and 
adjunct faculty member at Bradley University. 
She currently serves on the Peoria Housing 
Authority Board and the Peoria Citizen’s 
Committee for Economic Opportunity as a board 
member. Perkins was originally appointed to 
the Prisoner Review Board by Rauner in March 
2015.

Ruggiero was appointed by Rauner in 
September 2018 to fill the vacancy left by Tom 
Johnson, who left the position before his term 
was up. Ruggiero was appointed to finish out 
Johnson’s term, then reappointed by Pritzker on 
March 21, 2019, for a new term once it ended.

Ruggiero served as a prosecutor for 30 
years in the DuPage County State’s Attorney’s 
Office, handling high-profile murder cases. He 
prosecuted Michael Whitney for the stabbing 
death of student Darlene Stack. He also 
prosecuted Marilyn Lemak, who was convicted 
of murdering her three children.

Lemak and Whitney both received life 
sentences for their respective crimes, and they 
remain in the Illinois Department of Corrections.

Senate rules allow the governor to withdraw 
an appointment and reappoint an individual 
if the Senate fails to vote on a nominee within 
60 session days of the governor’s filing of the 
appointment. 

This practice has been used by previous 
governors.

Plummer filed a bill, Senate Bill 3670, that 
would require the Senate to confirm or deny PRB 
members within 30 session days or 90 calendar 
days after appointment, whichever comes first. 
The bill would also prohibit reappointing a 
person to the PRB for two years after their 
appointment is withdrawn. 

That bill was introduced in January but 
remains in the Senate Assignments Committee 
and has no cosponsors. 

Perkins and Ruggiero are two of nine members 
of the Prisoner Review Board that have not been 
confirmed by the Senate. Other Prisoner Review 
Board members awaiting confirmation are Oreal 
James, Eleanor Wilson, Max Cerda, Jeffery 
Mears, Kenneth Tupy, Jared Bohland and Lee 
Ann Miller.

James and Wilson were appointed on April 
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2, 2019. Their appointments were withdrawn on 
March 23, 2021. They were reappointed two days 
later. 

Cerda and Mears were appointed on March 19, 
2021. Cerda is the first ex-offender to be appointed 
to the Prisoner Review Board. Convicted of double 
murder and attempted murder in 1979 at the age 
of 16, Cerda was paroled in 1998. He works with 
an ex-offender initiative in Chicago, helping 
offenders transition to life outside of prison. 

Tupy previously served as legal counsel for the 
board but was appointed to serve as a member of 
it on May 3. Bohland was appointed on May 6. 
Lee Ann Miller was appointed on Sept. 2. 

Plummer questioned Sen. Murphy about the 
repeated delays regarding the approval of PRB 
members specifically.

“I just don’t understand why there is such a 
cavalier attitude towards public safety and the 
Prisoner Review Board,” Plummer said. 

“There is not, Senator,” Murphy responded. 
“That’s a misstatement. There is no cavalier 
attitude. We intentionally follow the Senate rules. 
We could not have anticipated the wrath of a 
pandemic that hit not only this state, but the entire 
country. So therefore, the Senate clocks have been 
delayed somewhat. But we still follow the Senate 
rules and follow, to the letter, the Senate rules and 
the clock. No appointee goes past their 60-day 
cycle without going before the Senate.”

The committee hearing Tuesday, in which the 
PRB appointees were not heard, lasted over two 
hours. 

“Why is it that the impact of the pandemic has 
been so dramatic on the Prisoner Review Board? 
But yet we sat here for two-and-a-half hours 
voting on and hearing testimony from so many 
other appointees?” Plummer said. “I mean, the 
only group that this happens to is the Prisoner 
Review Board. Why is that so?”

Pritzker’s office did not respond to questions 
regarding possible future appointments to the 
PRB. Murphy said during the hearing there are 
vacancies on the Prisoner Review Board and the 
governor is currently conducting interviews to fill 
them.  

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government and 
distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Minority Contractors 
Line Up Against 
Liability Shift Aiming 
to Address Wage Theft 

Union-backed measure allows wage 
theft victims of subcontractor to sue 
primary contractor

By Jerry Nowicki  Capitol News Illinois
A union-backed bill putting primary contractors 

on the hook for wage theft committed by their 
subcontractors is facing opposition in the General 
Assembly from minority contractor trade groups. 

The measure, House Bill 5412, makes primary 
contractors – those who contract directly with the 
customer – liable for wages, fringe benefits and 
attorney’s fees if the subcontractors they hire fail 
to pay their employees. 

In other words, it allows a worker with a 
grievance against the subcontractor to sue the 
primary contractor to rectify the situation. The 
statute of limitations in existing law allows 10 
years for an employee to file such a suit. 

Bill sponsor Rep. Marcus Evans, a Chicago 
Democrat who chairs the House Labor and 
Commerce Committee and is an assistant majority 
leader in the chamber, called the bill a cut-and-

no responsibility on 
behalf of the general 
contractor to ensure 
the success of those 
subcontractors.”

In current law, 
workers who are stiffed 
by a subcontractor can 
sue the subcontractor 
or file a complaint with 
the Illinois Department 
of Labor, but that’s 
often a long process. 

McGann said the bill addresses the case where 
a subcontractor performs a job then files for 
bankruptcy or becomes insolvent without paying 
workers. 

“And unless we can get an additional source of 
payment, generally there’s no remedy left to these 
workers and their families,” he said, adding the 
bill creates “an alternative means of recovery.”

Another section in the bill which states that 
the subcontractor “shall indemnify the primary 
contractor” in cases of wage theft creates a legal 
avenue for the primary to recover funds expended 
due to the subcontractor’s wage theft, he added. 

Other states
In addressing opposition, Evans pointed 

to laws on the books in other states such as 
California, Maryland, Virginia and New Jersey, as 
well as Washington D.C. The fact that there are no 
widespread reports of minority contractors going 
out of business is proof enough that there will be 
no crippling effects of the new blanket liability 
bill, he said. 

“Are they going out of business? No,” Evans 
said. “So we know that minority businesses 
operate with language like this, and it’s good for 
the worker.” 

Dan Johnson, a lobbyist for HACIA, BCOE 
and FWC, said lawmakers should collect more 
data on the states that have passed such a law to 
get a clearer picture of the effects. 

“Imposing expensive liability on tens of thousands 
of businesses without any data to justify such a 
detrimental expansion isn’t responsible,” he said. 

The minority contractor groups suggested 
alternative changes to the current law, such as 
creating a reimbursement fund for workers paid 
into by increased fines on companies committing 
wage theft, and creating a list of companies and 
their officers on the Department of Labor website 
of those who committed wage theft. 

Senate outlook
Whether the bill in its current form has enough 

support in the General Assembly to become law 
remains uncertain. 

It passed the House in two tries on March 
3, receiving 62 votes – two more than the 
constitutional majority needed to pass – after 
failing to reach that threshold earlier in the night. 
No Republicans supported the bill.  

In the Senate, the measure will be sponsored 
by Sen. Cristina Castro, D-Elgin, after paperwork 
is filed to shift sponsorship from Senate President 
Don Harmon, according to staff. Castro was 
unavailable for a phone call Monday but said in 
an email statement that discussions are ongoing. 

“I’ve seen some of the concerns raised about 
the potential costs contractors might face with 
this measure, but right now, the hard-working 
laborers on these projects are facing the real 
burden of wage theft,” she said in a statement. “I 
do understand this can be a hard topic to navigate, 
and conversations with other legislators as well 
as stakeholders, including those currently still 
opposed, are still very much ongoing. I look 
forward to listening with an open mind any ideas 
those concerned might offer.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state government that 
is distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

dried, pro-worker effort, as well as “a tax on the 
big guys.” 

It would not require, but would likely lead to, 
primary contractors purchasing more performance 
and bid bonds or requiring subcontractors to 
purchase bonds showing that they have the funding 
to pay workers and complete the job adequately. 

Despite backing from a powerful carpenters’ 
union, the Mid-America Carpenters Regional 
Council, the bill specifically exempts union 
projects, homes built on private property, and 
projects funded by state, local and federal 
governments. Evans said that’s because unions 
already have a method of recourse for wage theft 
through their union representation. 

Minority contractor opposition
Minority contractor trade groups – including 

the Hispanic American Construction Industry 
Association, the Black Contractors Owners 
and Executives, and the Federation of Women 
Contractors – oppose the bill, citing concerns that 
it would drive up costs for small subcontractors 
and non-union shops. 

By adding to the risk a primary contractor 
takes in hiring a subcontractor, blanket liability 
incentivizes the primary contractor to use in-house 
labor and avoid hiring outside help, the advocacy 
groups argued. 

Added bonding would also have a disproportionate 
impact on a sector of the construction industry 
that includes more minority- and women-owned 
contractors, according to Octavia Altheimer, the 
executive director at BCOE. 

“This bill is more so about the haves and have 
nots. If you have it – the performance and bid 
bonds – it’s beneficial to you. If you don’t have it, 
then you suffer. Period, point blank,” she said at a 
news conference. 

In short, they argued, the bill raises the cost of 
non-union labor.  

“It’s all about risk mitigation at this point for 
the prime contractors,” Jackie Gomez, executive 
director of HACIA, said at a news conference. 
“They’re going to require wealth-based bonds, so 
if you think about your wage and welfare bonds, 
that’s an additional cost and burden to our small 
minority- and women-owned businesses that just 
cannot be afforded to them.”

While bond costs differ depending on a number 
of factors, a wage bond generally costs about 1 to 
4 percent of a bond amount, so a bond covering 
$100,000 in wages would cost the contractor about 
$1,000 to $4,000, according to the advocacy groups. 

Evans acknowledged the added cost to primary 
contractors, but he likened the matter to having 
car insurance. 

“We’re going to cover workers and ensure that 
their wages are going to be compensated,” he 
said. “Somebody would have to bear the cost for 
that. In this piece of legislation, that’s the prime 
contractors.”

Union backing
Terrance McGann, a lawyer for the Mid-

America Carpenters Regional Council, said the 
strength of the bill is that it creates accountability 
for primary contractors “who previously walked 
away with impunity” in wage theft disputes.  

“Whether it’s in an organized market or an 
unorganized market, the pattern that we have 
seen is that in many of these even mid- to large-
sized construction projects, the lowest bidder 
generally gets the bid,” he said. “And there’s 


